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>: 1 am deſirous; tg-expr; 

Wo {ingu/ar. Gratitude an 'Ob, 

(errance to your Lordſhip,and ta your maſt 
Noble Famil My poor. labours in, eXpouns 

ding this we other Chap Prare, of this Book 
( 1 fulfilled the daily courſe. of my Minis 
ſtery in your Lordſhips Houſe ). ka 
without good ſucceſs, through the bleſſing 
of God ; w4 hathencouraged me, not quly, 
to offer the Expoſition theraf 19 YQur.more 
deliberate and ſerious conſideration, by the 


a Reading 


Y 125 þ FOE WR breſppd.op _ 


The Epiſtle Dz"v1carony, 


Reading of it , but alſo to publiſh it under 

your Lordſhi a Patronage, for the benefit of 

others. In this myſterious Marriage-Song 
there be divers Porlonl bearing ; their parts : 

As fiſt,the ſpiritual Husband,called the Chur- 

FO i 6d foal: Y,a gracious Wife,called 

the Spouſe of Chri ſt And chicdly,bol Children, 

called the Daughters of Zion. Will it pleaſe 

your, Honors to- aſſimilize,this Hoiſhold of 

God, by bearing your parts in this Spiritual 

Song ; ? Then Ido humbly beſeech you, My 

moſt Noble Lord, ler it i your part to con- 

V435.%-ſfider, That as there is a W ay (a new and li- 

Rerel.rs, Ying way) wherein none but the Redeemed 

1,t, 3-4. thal walk, fo there is'a Sohg (a-hew and Spi- 

ritual Song, Which none butthe Redeemetd 

can Jearn.”' That new and livingWay ( My 

Lord) rs Clirjſt in the New Covenant, who 

74.145. is the” onely 'Way to the Father, neither 5s 

AR.4.12. there Salvation i in qny other. , To. beleeve in 

Prov. 4. Chriſt; and to live godly in Chriſt is the 

-—p ill 'onely, way' to. Heaven. : There, are orher 

ways that ſeem right to Men, but the end of 

thoſe 'ways are Death. And that New and 

Spiritual Song ( My Lord ) is the Song of 

the Larib, which the Bride the Lambs Wife 

Canc.6.3-and Spouſe of Chriſt doth'ſing, ſaying, I am 


my 
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The Epiſtle Dexv1carory. 
my Beloveds, and my Beloved 1s: mine, 8c. 
which'may well be called,The Song of Songs; tpb.s.19. 
For this Song iiing in the Spirit by: Faith, * ' 
with Grace in the heart, maketh melody to cs1.3.:6, 
the Lord ; bur all other Songs will end in | 
forrows, and all carnal rejzoycing will-ar the Lam. 5: 
laſt be turned into mourning, when the?” © 
Ranfomed of the Lord ſhal return and come if1.55-14 
to Zion_with Songs and everlaſting joy up- 
an their heads, © {7 2 46 br 

Madim, I well know that\your Honor 
will moſt gladly bear a part alſo in thisMar- ero..3,4, 
riage-Song , 'which you may doe with-much ** 
ſpiritual delight, and no leſs profit to your 

recious'Soul, by ſearching into the pro- Lu.8.r0- 

found Myſteries thereof, which are veiled 
under yarious Metaphors,and hid up in'con-vc. :5.4. 
tinued Allegorits; as being-the moſt choyce tyb. 3.5. 
Secrets, and chiefeſt Treaſures of the un- £212 
ſearchable riches of the Love and Grace of 
Chaifh.. 005 fb penn Ha tant 

Ek& Ladies, You are alſo much concern'd 
to bear a part in this Spiritual Song; for you : Cer.rr, , 
are, firſt, Eſpouſed Virgins to Jeſus Chriſt : *: 
Secondly, you are Virgin-Daughters of Ca: 3. 
Zion,'to whom Chriſt hath given the gar- Revel.14, 
ments of praiſe for the ſpirit of heavineſs: And } 3% 
thirdly, 


The Epiſtle D»p1rcaronr. 
thirdly; You are 'of the Number of the "OY 
| dred and forty and. four thouſand Redeemed 
Rer.7. 3, Virgins, who ſhall ſtand with the Lamb-upon/ 
* 5," Mount Zion, having the Seal of the Spirit of 
«15-3 God in your hearts, the Name of the F on 
+ 5:3,9, written in-your forcheads, and the-H 
'* GodandpoldenVials full of ſweet Obes 
in. your hands, prepared to fing, Alleluia, 
3. 4.5.5. Salvation, and glory, and honour,and-power unto 
the Lord our God, Alleluia, Amen, Alfelniai” 
Praiſe our God all ye bis Se ervants, Alleluia ; 
F or the LordiGoth omnipotent reigneth. 
 Andihow Right Honorable; if 'my {mall 
wars weak endeyoursto unvcilithe Myſteries;' 


the: Metapbors; and to explain*the* 


Alleries of this Song, in Expounding and! 
\ Interpreting- the Hiſtorical, Prophetic and' 
Spiritual Senſe thereof; may bur afford'your 
Honors, and any. other precious Souls; 'the- 
leaſt meaſure of: light and underſtanding 
therein, I ſhall rejoyce in the Lord, andide- 
ſte God may: have! alÞ the olory;; whem I 
ſerve with my:-ſpiritin the Goſpel by his Son; 
for whoſe ey L am | 


$a You Honors Servant. 
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AN EXPOSITION 
Of-the firſt Chapter of the 
SONG of SOLOMON. 
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| | Cuar. I. 2s 
Verſ. 1. The Song of Songs which is Solomani's. 
& HIS Verſe concaigeth the Tile of this 
A Book, wherein you have, Firltahe 


Nature of it, a Spag ; 


>: 
me Excellency of ir The Son of Songs ; 
>> ahd thirdly, the Fai ana whith 
Solomon's. TX 


A 2 L. Medi- 


TY 

t Feditation, Spiritual Songs do become ſpiricnal ſouls 

eſpouſed ro Jeſus Chrilt , Plal. 33. 1,3. & 149, 132+ 
Moſes, Exod. 15. 2, Deborah, Judg, 5. 12, David, 2 Sam, 
23. 12. andall{{rael did celebrare cherr Dayeg of Sofemye 
Thankſgiving fop cheic Deliverances and\Mercies, feceived 
with Singing {picitual Songs, Numb. 21.17., Chrilt and his 
Diſciples ſung an Hymn afcer che Lords-Suppec, Mar.26.30, 
Paxl and Silas ſang Praiſes to God, AR. 16. 25, The Chur- 
ches of Epheſw and Coloſſe were commanged by the Apolile 
xo ſing Pſalms Hyrnns, and fyiritual Songs, Eph. 5, 19. % 
Col. 3. 16. 

The Song of Song: | This Ingemimtion of the word 
Seng doth ipeak forth the excellency of the Matrer, which 
was an uſual manner among the Hebrew:, in expreſſing ſuch 
chings as they elteemed very honorable, or accounted very 
diſhonorable; as, 4 ſervant of ſervants, that is, the lowet 
and baſelt of Servants, Gen..g. 25. the God of Gods, that is, 
the tho high God ; andrhe Lord of L5yd:, that is, the mo} 
mighty Lord ; and the King of Kings, thar is toſay,the mol 
glorious King : ſo, the Song of Songs, that is, the moſtexcel- 
tent Song, 

- The Excellency of this Song, will appear inthar, rx. I 
comains the great Myſteriz of Chrilt and his Church, 2, The 
Sryle thereof ( though it expreſs things very wo mw Me- 
raphors and Allegories,yer when.openedand underitood) is 
molt proper and elegant ; for rhe ſhadows do ſer off,and in- 
creaſerheſplendor of the whole' Peece:: And; 3. The Mat- 
re? ofit is an Ecclehaſtical Hiſtory, Prophecicallyrelating 
the'(tare'of the Church and pevple of God inthe preſent 
andſucceeding Ages; in which reſpects this Scripture doth 
admir of much variety of Interpretation, in r2gard of the 
Lireral, Myſtical, and Spirirual ſenſe thereof, which none 
can" underitand, but thoſe chat are tavyhr of God, Mat, 
4+ 34+ 

2 CMednation, Asthere isa way, (a new and living way) 
1 which none bur the Redeemed ſhall walk, Iſai; 35. 8. g 
ſorhere isa Sonig'( a new and ſpitirual Song) which non: 
bur the Redeefned can learn, Rev, 14. 3,4 5, 


- Whit 


A, 


[3] 

Which s Solomon's ] The Penman of this Song was Se- 
lomoy the Son of David, who \vas a Type of Chrilt: 1, In 
his Naine of Peace,. Solowen ( ſaid God ) ſhall be his Nawe, 
and 1 will give peace and quetreſ: unto Iragl in bu dajes » 
1 Chr, 22.9. & 1 King. 4.24. And Chriſt is called the 
Frince of Peace, Iſa.9.6. ' 2. Inhis Wiſdome, 1 Ki. 3.13, 
& 1 King.19.24, Onely Chriit hath the preheminence in 
wiſdome above Solonon,Mar.1 2.43. And, 3. Io tis King! y 
office: eA'ndthe people ſaid, God ſave King Solomon, 1 King, 
1.39. Chciſt alſo was proclaimed King, Mat, 21, 5—12.- 
and is Called the King of Kings, Rev,19.16, Solomon is 
called the Preacher, Eccl.t.1, & 13. 9,10, but Chrilt is 
the great Prophet, AQ, 3.22, 23, whoſe words are ſpirit and 
lite, Joh.6.63. God called Soloms his Son, 2 Sam.7.14,15. 


| buc Chrilt his oxely begotten Son, Joh. 1.14. & 3, 16. God 


loved Solomon, 2 Sam. 12. 244-25. but Chritt is his beloved 
Son, in whom he is well pleaſed, Mat. 3.17. & 2 Pet.1,17. and 
in whom all his Sons and Daughters are accepred, Eph.1.6. 
All theſe particulars prove that Solomon was not only a great 
Man, awile Man ; but a good Man, a godly Man; a Saint, a 
Childe of God, in everlaiting Covenanc with God, 2 Sam.7. 
14 15.. compared with Pſal, 89. 33 34+ 

Solomen being now taken upinthe ſpicic with heavenly 
contemplations of the holycommunion b-rween Chriſt and 
his Spoutfe wherin his ſoul had real and experimencal enjoy- 
ment of his Beloyed, (for Solomon loved the Lord, 1 Ki. 3.3.) 
inthe Ticle of this Book, he laid aſide all his ownneles of 
worldly Dignity, earthly Majeſty, and Honor, and called it 
Solomon's Song, not King Solomon, not Solomon the Preacher, 
not Solomon the wiſe, the great King ; but plain So/omon, 

3 Meditation, Although Titles of earchly Dagnicy and 
worldly Honor are lawful, Ak. 26.2527. & 1 Per. 3. 5.6. 
yet a gracious Soul living in the enjoyment of rhe loves of 
Chrilt,can lay them aſide.wich reſpe* to himſelf. How ofren 
did Dawydliy afide the Title of his Kingly Office and Honor 
in the Book of the Pſalms 2 Pal, 3, rorhe.10 Pf. There 
of thoſe and many others is, A Pſalm of David, not King. Da- 
vid ; andthe Apolile, who ſometime magnibed his Foreny 

om, 


(41) 

Rom.'r1, t3, and othet Dignities, 2 Cor, rt, 22, 23, Yer 
when he came £© Viſtons and Revelations of the Lord, then 
he hid atl choſe Dignitics aſide, and ſaid, / kyew 4 nar in 
Chrift tang ht wp to the third hrwvins, 2 Gor. 13,1, 3, 
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Vetl. 2, 3y4- . Let him haſs me, 9c. 


JN cheſe chfee Verſes, you have, I, The Chucthes coofe(ſ- 
fion of Chrilts favour cowards her, verſe 4. The' King harh 

brought me 1hto bis Chambers, amplified by rhe effects. ot that 
favour ; tO Wit, 1, Spiritual joy ; #e will be glad andrejoyce 
in thee, 2, The recording of Chrilts love.; W# will re+ 
member thy love moye thi wike, 1%, The Churches Profeſſion 
of her ſpiticual affeRioti umo Chritt, 7be »prighr. love thre ; 
amplified by a reaſon thereof, vr]. 3, Beramſe of the ſavent 

thy good ogntments, thy name is as onmment piared forth ; 
therefore do the Virg ms love thet, 111, The Churches Prayet, 
wherein, 1. She affe&tionarely deficech the manifeftaciona] 
his favonr atid pledge 6f his love it the Miniltery-of che 
Coſfpel, verſe. 2, Lee hims keſs mee wth the kiſſer of bucmomth, 
and gives a teaſon of her &elire ; For rhy love ws benter than 
wine, 2, She begs the attraſtive power of the Spiric of 
Chriſt upon her heart, verſ.4. Draw we ; atd iſerh 
her Evangelical Obedience unto Chrilt in: all tis wayes; 
We will ran after thee. 

In the letter oc Hiſtorical part of theſe three Verſes, Solv- 
»0n declared the ſtate of the Church durins che time of his 
Reign atid Dotnimon over all iſrael, which wasa time of 
Pexce rothe Church &f the Jewe:, 1King, 4. 25, The Pro- 
phetical myſtery of this patt of the Song may ficly be accom- 
modated unto the peaceable fare of the Churches of Chriſt 
under the Goſpzl in the dayes'of the Apoltles; Then hadthe 
Charches reft, and malkmy 1» the fear of the Lord, | that is to 
fry, Worſhipping God 1n his 'Ordinances, for they conriaued 
in the Apiſtles doftrine and fellowſhip and in breaking of 
bitad, ani prayers, AQ, 2.42, 46. | andin the comfort - 
t 


— 


f$) 
the boly. Spry AG. g. 31, | The {picitual tenſe of this Scri- 
pcure is applicable unto rhe condition of every Saint, with 
reſpe&unrco the kirit love of his Efpoulals, Jer. 2.24 3, 1s 
the day of the, gladneſi of yg heart, Cant. 2, 11, When the King 
brow l, huws 1889 bis Chambers.Cant, 1,.4. | 

hus Selazzax brings inthe Spouſe of Chriſt perſoraring 
the Church ot the Jewe: under the Law, inthe Letter, the 
Churches of Beleevers under the Goſpel, inthe Myſtetie : 
avdeyery. particular Sai inche Spirit, Singing, 

Let him lyſs me, wit the kiſſes of his month, &c, \ Let hams. 
She doch not game him, bur it appeareth ( verſ. 4. ) that the 
incended King Jeſw her Beloved: as Mary did Jobs 20. 15, 
Sir, If thou haſt borx him chexce, gc. She means her Lord Jeſus 
Chrilt. Neicher doch (he Name her ſelf, but it was the 
Church of Chriſt, his Spouſe, his Dove, Cant, 2. 14. who is 
here pecſopated. 

3 Meduation, Chriſt and his Spouſe know each other ber» 
ter than by Name | thatis, by ourward appearance} / know 
w? ſleep, and am known of mine, Joh, 10, 14. They know each 
others /oyces Ia. 30. 19.8% Joh, 10, 4. They know each 
others Face, Cant, 2, 14, & 2 Cor, 4.6. They know each 
others Hearts, Jer. 20. 12. & Cant, 8.6. 

Let him kiſs me | It was the, cultome of friends to ſalure 
with a kiſs, asa pledoe of Compaſſion, Luk. 15, 20, Alfo 
of Bleſſing, 2 Sam. 19. 39. and of Love, Gen. 29, 11, T3, 
Greet one another with a kiſs of love, x Pet. 5.14. Letbim 
ki: me ; that is, Lec Chriit, my Beloved, maniteit his Com- 
paſſion, Bleſſing, and Love unco me; his Spouſe. Ir is uſual 
wn Scripture by a Ks, co underftand the things fignified 
thereby. Every one ſtall kiſs the lips of him that grunh 4 
nght axſwer, Pro. 24.26. that is £o {ay ſhall favgur and 
honour him. Righreonſneſs and jeace bave kiſſed each other ; 
that is to ſay, are joyned together. 

2 (Meditation, Gracious Soules do greatly defire .fome 
Pledge or Mapiteltatiop of Chriits loye, favour, graces ang 
Neing, The Spouſe was love-lick for Qhriſt, and longed 
dr ſoine love-roken from him : She could not live without 
ae loves of Chziit, nor be ſazished wihour ſome . - 

1s 


[6] 
his Love, ſome Manifeſtation of his favour;” and ſome' corh- 
munication of his mes Cant, 2.45 6. | | 
With the kiſſes of hs: month} Kiſſer,one Pledoe of Chriſts love, 
one Manifeitacion of his Grace, one Injoyment of himſelf 
could nor fatisfiethe - Spouſe, She doth \aff<Rionitelytlefire 
and pray for Kifſes, that isto ſay, abundance of Grace and 
peace » joy and comfort, bleſſings and tavours from Chriſt, 
which God bleſſerh his poor Saints wirhall in Chriſt Jeſus, 
Epheſ. 1, 2. 24 3>4. Of his month, that is, theayords of 
Chriſts month. And all wondred ar the gracious words, 
which proceeded our of his mouth, Luk. 4, r2. to'wit, the 
Do&rine ofthe Goſpel preached by the Apoſtles, AR: 15.7, 
The Promiſes of grace which Chrilt ſpeakech into the hearts 
of his Saincs with ſpirit -and Inter Jon. 6.63. The Fruicof 
the Lip, which God crextes to ſpeak peace peace; ro him 
that is near,and to him char is far off, Iſa. 57.19. that 1s, both 
ro Jew and Centile through beleeving, Rom, 15.13, in 
Chcitt, his mouth is molt ſweer, Cant. 5. 16. 

3 Meditation, "The /gracious words of Chritt ſpoken in 
the Miniſtery of the Goſpel cothe eat, andapplyed by the 
Spiric of Godrothe heart of his Spouſe and people; do com- 
municate abundant grace, peace, and ſpiritual bleſlings 
unto th:ir Souls, Ephel. 1. 1, 2, 3. He that hath ax ear, lt 
him hear what the Spirit ſaith unto the Churches , Revel, 
2,17. | 

For thy Leve « better then Wine | Love or loves, to wit) 
Nuptial ſoves, Conjugal loves, Divine and ſpiritual loves 
Chriſt, whereof his Kiſſes were a Pledge ; She ſpeaks in the 
plural number to note, I. The Abundance and increaſed 
Chriſts love. 2. The cohltancy and continuance of Chril 
love. And.3. The endleſs and everlaſtingnefle of Chriits lor 
unto his Spouſe; his Churches, and his Saints. 

4 Meditar, The love of Chrilt | ro wit,his hearr-affeRion 
unto nſe , "1s abundant, conſtant , and everlaſting 
x: Chriſts loye is abundant, The love of God ts ſted abroad 
onr. hearts by the holy Spirnt, Rom.5.5, 2, Chriſts love 
conſtant, Having loved his owvn,he loved them untothe et 

Joh.13. 1, And 3, Chrilts Love 1s everlaſting, Jer, 31.3 
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q9 4>15>164 } 
Is betrer then woe | Orr geod before wi to Clay, 


wine : 


nctachically] ut for all Crearure-comforts, where- 

riſt being compared, doth far far excel. 
| Thy loves aragood before wine | Cood, that is tofay, Poſi- 
tively good, or —_— good ; to wit, good inits (elf, 
and good in its Communication.. 2. Comparatively good, 
if compared upto. Wine, or any other - creature Com- 
fort, it 1s betrer then wine; 3. rlagiv« 
by Wine you underſtand all the 
all Creature excellencies whatſoever ; t 
are preferred by his. Sgouſe: before chem alls Thy love: are 
£ood before wine, as exceeding and excelling all the things of 
this world in the higheſt degree. 

5 Meditation, The Loves of Chriſt to his Spouſe do ex- 
ceed and excell all the Creature-comforrs, enjoyments, and + 
excellencies of this world whatſoever, Pal. 30. 7, How 
excellent i thy loving-kindneſs 2 Bey exprethon, T7 hy 
loving -kimdneſs 1: berrer then life, Plal, 6J.3. better then Ho- 
nour, Riches, &c, Eye hath net ſeen, nor tar heard, neither 
hath i entred into the heart of Man, the things which Ged 
hath prepared for them that love bim, 1 Cor. 2.9. Who car 
comprehend. whaſ® is the breadth, and length., and depth, and 
height ; and know the love of Chriſt, whic paſſeth kxonledge ? 
Epheſ. 3. 18 19. The exceeding wnſcarchable Riche: of 
grace 15 ſhewed in his loving Kindpeſs rowards his Spouſe 
and people, Epheſ. 2. 7. &.3. 8. Which made the Apoſite 
cry out, Rom. 11. 33. O the depth of the riches both of the 
wſdome and knowledge of God ! | 

B | 
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Verl. 


Vel. 3. Bu 4 the Sutter of thy good 
Oyntments, thy Name 15 65 Oyatment poured 
Forth, therefore ly the Virgins love thee. 


43 wil 


*Ais VerſtContaineth the Reaſon why the Spouſe ſo af- 
* fectionately geſired rhe graces favour, 'and Blellings of 
Chrilt . Bec e of rhe' Saver of thy (gbod Oyntments : And 
why the Upright=Vitgin-Sinfs To loved Chrit ; "Thy Name 
cl as Oyntmer podred forth, thertfore do thi Virgin: "ove 
nee, | | | 

1 Meditation, The Spouſe ( Churches and\Gainrs ) have, 
and can. give, x Santited Reaſon for heir ſpiritual affe- 
&jon unto Chrifh, #hd for cher affettionare defires of ſpi- 


ricual cotnmuihign with Chrift, 1 Foh! 4.19, Pal. 116. 1, 
Cant, 5,8, | 7-22 1213S 

Thott Inete#am Periphraſis or Circumlocution 
declaring his Wwe, whofe Communications of Grace,atd 


Pledges of LoYE, ths Sponſe foafffAwnarely defied.” 

Thy Name is #% Offtmeiit 'guared Forth) - The" Name: of 
Chriſt 1s here deſcribed by 'an apr fimilicude; to wit, Oye 
ment ; ſer forth, 1. By the Pragrincy of it; The ſavour of 
thy Oyniment,” 2; By the Sovergignry theteof, Good Oyrr- 
ment, \3. Byt riety., Oymemeiac.. And, 4. By -the 
Abund 0 hops ores forth,” which ſheierh the free- 
neſs of the DiſpeHſaridn,.' 

2 Meditation, Thet©dbindance'of Excellency; Sweer- 
nefs, and Soveraignty ith the Name of Chriift, O Lord 
our God! How excellent is thy Ne in all the earthy 


P7al.s. t, His. Nye doe © excellerit, Plat. m_ My 
aitation of by _ ot apoy Loopy 34.*: hys frut 
. "i ſmeer to my taſte, Cat, ”2. 3. His mouth u6 moſt ſweet, 
mu 'K 13>. 16, | her” NAtte of the Lord is ls fiyorg Tower 
"7s 18, 10, They 1h know thy "Name will truſt in thee) 
Re... pt. ON -6.£ 0 | 
Thy Name, &c, ] By the Ne of Chriſt in Scriprure. is 


meant, 1, Himfelf, who wteſpeR of his Divine Nature is 
God, 


TT 


£5 £43. Aw. 47%. 


drm #4. A, Su 5 Y Tins, 


6 , the union of-borh Natures! '(whs 
Cd Sibepes the drvine Eſſence Roh. .7 J 
He is called Eimitwwel; that's; God th wy Marth 1, 27, 


2, His Offices, yrho in reſpe& of his Pro phetica? Office is 
called the Chrift of God, Luk, g. 20. 'of NP Preefily Office, 
is called Jeſs, Mar. 1.27. andof his bm + ma is Cal- 
led the Lord of | Lords, Rev. 19. r6, / Mis Attributes: in 
which reſp Nhettig called 13 ight, Joh. t'y. Lifey Job. 
14. 6, 'Manna,Rev. 2.17. Bread, Joh. 6.49, and, Water of 
life, Rev, 22.17. 4. His Relative Name, or of reſations; 
in which refpect Chriſt js calleda Father, Ifa, g. 6. an Hi 
band, 2 Cor, 11. 2., 4 _—_— Cane. $, 1, MF, Friend; Can. 
1.16. at) Head, Col. 1. 18. "Onur Righteouſneſs, 23: 6 
Ownr Santtification, 1 Cor. r. 3. and Osr Me oak 2. iy 
5. The Ordinances of GCodare by _ 
1 King. 9. 3, eſpecially che Preaching of the Gofpely AR 


9.15. 

In all which refpeRs the Menie of Chrilt is fike 
which harhan excellent Soveraten virtue; and a ſweet com- 
forrable, delighttull favonr. 

As Oymment}* A good Namie 1s compated ro precious 
Oyntment, Eccl. 7.1. There are two ſorts of Oyntmerc 
mentioned in Sctipture : Firft, compoundedby the Apothe- 
cary, and uſed, 1,” To-anoyntrhe Body, Mar.r4, 3,8. '2. T6 
pour into Wounds, Lnk, ro. 34; And;” 3, To mike rhe face 
ro ſhine, Pſal. 104. 15, Let thy head lack no omniment , 
Eccl. 9. 8. Secondly, commanded by the Lord, 2. Under 
the Lay, Exod, 30; 22, 23424425. wherewith; 1. The Ta- 
bernacle, perſ. 26. 2. The Veſſels, verſe 27, 28, 2:9; And 
2. Aaron and his 'Sons; verſ, 30, were anoinmed. 2. Undet 
the Goſpel, wherewith the Elders of the Church are tH5 
anoynt them rhat are (ick or infirm in,rhe Name of rhe 
Lord, Jam. 5. 14. 

The Name of "C hritt is ike Oyntzrexr to the Saints Souls 
in all theſe particulars; if fpirituatly applyedby faith. 

Oyntments | Good Oyntments, rowir, the 7] rir of grace, 
and the graces of the Spicir, x Joh: 2. 20, 2 wherewith, 

B 2 1. Chri 
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1. Chriſt ine, Prieſt, and Prophet of his, Church was 
anoymed fellows, Pal. 45. 28, Heb. t,9. Ia, 
11, 2. Joh. f,14 16, And, 2. The Saints bei 


of his Myſtical body (the Charcþ)) whereof Crit is the 
Head) are anointed in their meaſure, 2 Cor. 1.21. Job,x,16, 
1 Joh. 2. 20, 27, . Eph. 447. ; 

3 Meditation, The Application of Chriſts Name by faich, 
ip the. communication of his Spirit and Grace unto his 
Spouſe and Saints, will heal cheir wounded ſpicits, Ifa, 61, 
I» 2» 3. recover their {ick ſouls, Cant. 2. 45 6. make them 
ſhine in their converſations, Iſa, 60, 1 2, 3. and conſecrate 
them as veſſels of honor, and a royal Prieſthood unto the 
Lord, 2 Tim. 2,21. & 1 Pet. 2.529. 

Poured forth To wit, from one veſlel ipto another, (to 
be uſed and applyed to the purpoſes. aforeſaid: ) Andthis 
is done firſt when the Saiars in Preaching, Prophecying, and 
Chriitzan conference, communicate their ſpiritual gifrs and 
ExPEriences one to another, Zach. 4. 2 3 10 114 12413314, 
Secondly. and more effeually, when Chriſt either medi- 
ately or immediately effuſerh his Spirit and grace our of 
himſelf inco the hearts of his Saincs, Pſal, 233, 24 3. Zach. 
12.10, Rom. 5.5. #hich « ſtedon them ab ly, through 
Jeſoes Chriſt our Saviour, Tit, 3.45 55 6» 7+ 

This Effuſlion or pouring forth of the good Oynement, 
cauferh a ſrveer favour, which is fragrant in ſinel, like the 
ſmel of Spikenard, Cant. 1,12. which made the ſmell of 
the Spouſes oynrments much berter chen all ſpices, Cant, 
4. 10, who was typed out by 1ſaac ( the Son of the Free- 
woman, Gal, 4. 22, 23, 24, 28. ) of whom his Father ſaid 
{ when he ſmelled the ſmel of his raiment, which was in- 
deed the goodly ratment of his Elder Bracher pur upon 
him.) See ! the ſm:ll of of my Soni as the ſmell of a Ka, 
which the Lord batb bleſſed, Gen. 27. 15, 27, 28, The 
ſmel of the Spouſe her garments is like the ſmel of Lebanon, 
Cant. 4. 11. when cloathed upen with the Garments of 
Chriit rhac ſmel of Myrrhe, and Aloes, and Caſſia, Pſal, 45. 
2) 7. For God his God hath anoynced him, Pſal.45.5, And, 
Chrilt her Lord bath anoynred her, x Joh, 2, 20, 27. 

| by 


«+  «@@ A as a c-& co a 


PP yy 54 ras DA ws 4 <a 


-s 


hu 


WS, - 

By Spirirnal Savorir, you may underſtand{ by a Synecdo- 
che 7 Aithe objeRs of fpirinnal ſenſes, as Taſting, &c, And 
his fruit was ſrecet to my taſte, Cant, 2, 3, Which are exerci- 
ſed, Heb. 5. 14. whileſt the Name of Chriſt is av Oyncemenc 
poured forth in the Minittery and Adminiſtrations of the 
Goſpel, wherein4is made manifeit the fyyvcer Savour of his 
Knowledge, 2 Cor, 2, 14:15. ! 

4 Meadtation. The Szincs do exerciſe Spiritual Senſes 
whilſt Chriſt pourerh forth the Savour of his Spiricual gra- 
ces inthe Minilſtery of the Word, and Adminiſtrations of 
che Goſpel, 1 Joh, 1. 11 2+ 3,4. & 1 Per. 1.2, 3. Cant; 2.3. 

Theſe Oyntments are called good Oyntments , from the 
Virtue, Efficacy, and Benetus which the poor Saints receive 
thereby; 1. The Spiric is good, Pal, 143.10. 2. The 
Favour of God is good, Plal.4.6. 3. lhe Promiſes of 
Chritt are good, Ia. 52.7. & Rom. 10. 15. Andall Spitt- 
rual Bleſſings in Chriſt are good in themſelves, and intheir 
Cornmunitations, The Saints receive much ſpiritual 
by the pouring forth of the Spiritand Grace of Chrilt, Mic, 
2.7. Ia. 32.15. Ln 

7 herefore ds the Virgins lave thee Virgins, to wits the 
Spouſe her Companions, Pſal. 45. 14. Believers<ſpouſed 
ro Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Cor. 11, 2. who are not defiled with the 
falſe and ſuperſtitious worſhips of Babilon, Rev. 14. 4. Wie 
Chriſtians, who having Oyl m their veſſels, with theic 
lamps, | that is ro ſay, Chrilts holy Spirit and ſanRiitying 
graces in their hearts] go out of rhemſelves, ous of Babulon, 
ro meer the Bridegroom, Mar. 25. 1 4 10. for they love 
him, Cant. 1.4. The »pright love thee, Thy love is bettey 
then wine, therefore do the {ut love thee, The Saints love 
to Chriſt is the effeR of Chrifts loverothem, 1 Joh. 4. 19. 
Love thee , that is to ſay, They have ſpiritual detires, heart- 
thickiings, and ſoul-longings _ Chriſt, Plal. 73.25. O 


that Ihad Chit! Ah, chac Ch:it t would mamitfeſt himſelf 
unto me! O that God would reveal Chrilt inme ! Grve me 
grace, fc, I am (ich of love, Cant. 2,5. and cannot live 
W —_—_ renewed loyes &f Chri, rhe preſence of my Belo- 
Yed, &c. 
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5 Aatitarion; Chiift alone is the molt deftable objet of 
a Bcleavers love. Pſal, 73, 25. #how heave Tin beaver but 
tbee-t- And there s nong upon carth that 1- deſire beſides thee : 
Which love-lick delire ro enjoy her Beloved, engaged her 
heartco rus afrerhim; which that ſhe-might do the berter, 
and with: more freedome aud (piritual liberty, ſhe purs up 
another Petition, wherein the Spouſe - begs the atrractive 
' power of the Spirir of Chritit upon her heact to-draw her. 


— _— 


Verl. 4. Draw me, and we will run after thee, 
GXc. 


OD draweth Souls,emther by outward means and mer- 
cies, onely, which is ſufhcient ro leave chem without 
excuſe, Rom. 1. 19,20, Bur not effeQual to Salvation, So 
did God dray all 1(rael after the fleſh, Hol. 11. 4, $, 12. Or 
elſe rogerher with outward means by his holy Spirir, Jer. 
31, 3. Which is Effeaal, Firit, in their Calling and Con- 
verſion unto Chrilt, Joh. 6.45. Secoridly, unto their pro- 
jpn__ growth up in Chriitt, And ſo Chriſt drawerh all 
is [ſrael afterrhe Spirit, Joh. 12. 32. This drawing in the 
Text relaceth principally to the latter ſenſe; Draw me, to 
wit, eftetually and powertully ; and rhar not onely unts 
Chriſt in Converhon, bur atter Chritt +n Converſation , 
x Joh; 2.6. Draw me not onely from the World, from 
Satan, from Sin,andfrom Self ; but allure me, and inclin= 
my will and affections, my reſolutions, defires and/ loves 
afrer thee my beloved Lord Jeſus Chritt, 

1 Meditation. Outward means and mercies may engage 
perſons to follow Chriſt for Loaves : The Spirit and power 
of Grace mult cauſe them ro follov Chrilt tor Love, Joh. 6. 
26, 2 Cor. 14. Pal. 110.3. 

Souls need drawing by the Spirit of God in' the means of 
Grace; 'and that not.only 1n their firſt converſion, bur atrer- 
wards jp their Chrittian converſation. They need ſuch 
powerful drawing in their firſt Converſion , becauſe oy 

ave 
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have, 1. No Attire power otchemſelvesto come roChrit, 
Joh. 8..44+ © 3. No-SubxRive power of themſelves go fnb- 
mit unco Chriſt, Rom. 8.7. But: on the nap 
have 1;arehiiing power 11 thearwill co refultthe offers 
Grace, Job. 5.49. - And, 2, 23 comradicting - powers ops 
poling zhe offers of Grace in the preaching of the Goſpel, 
AR.13.45. They have need of ſuch powerful Drawing 
Converhon, becauſe, 1. Of (trong corruptions oppofing 
andhindring them from following Chriſt, Gal.-5, 29.12. Of 
the-weaknelis of grace, whereby they faint and was feeble in 
the'way of holineſs, Heb. 12. 12, 13, 

2 Meditation, Gracious Souls are not fatisfied with grace 
received, bur defire and pray for more, | 

They know, 1. There is-more in Chriſt ro be received, 
Joh. 1.16./ 2. The grace of yelterday is notſnfficient for 
cedury and work of this day, 2 Tim. 2,1. $3. Their veſ- 
fels are 'nor full, they have not attained, they are not pete, 
Phil. 3. 12513514+15., 4. Grace 1n truth engaveth-cthe 
heart after growth in grace, 2 Per. 3.18. 5.-Thebeguy 
ning of grace cauſerh the ſoul unco go on unto perieRion z 
2:Gor. 7.1. 6; Aſmal meaſure received-maketh « Sainc 
reftleſs and vinſatisfhed until it come unto the meaſure of 
1s fulneſ(s, Eph. 4. 75 13. 

We. will rux aſter thee | The words are a Metaphor bor- 
rowed from perſons who run in arace, 1 Corwg. 24. and 
ficly ayplyed uno Chrittians, Heb,12.1. WhighGgnikerh, 
1. The Spouſe her readineſs of affection to follow ber Be- 
loved, Ila. 55.5. As Elia, who left his yoke of Oxen and 
ran after Eljah, when he had caſt his mantle upom/hun, 1 Ki. 
19. 19, 20, 21, 2, The Saintscelericy, or ſpeedy motion 
ater Chriſt Pal. 119. 60. 1 made bajie, ard delayed not , 
to keep thy commandements, 3. Ile vnweartedne!s of the 
Lords people to follow Chritt 11 his wayes, Ia, 40-..31. 
T bey that wait wpon the Lord all renew their ſtrength, they ſhall 
ram and not be weary, 29? 

' Aythat fie ſaith [after thee ) 1r- 1mplyeyky, x, That ſhe 
had: yorarrained, neither was already perfeR,' he-coumed 
or her ſelf ro have appreh:nded, Phil. 3. 12433514. Bur, 
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2. That rhe reaching forth unco thoſe things whichare be 
fore, preſled and followed hard after Chritt, Plal.63.8. My 
ſoul hard after thee, 

3 Meditation, Chrifts powerful Drawing maketh the 
Saints willing to follow him in a}l his' wayes. Pfal. 110. 3, 
In the day of thy power thy people ſvrall be willing, The Will 
being rhus efficaciouſly and iweerly drawn by Chriſt, doth 
will that which is good freely and really. Rom. 7. 18. To 
will us preſent withme, For 1 delight in the Law of God. after 
the inward man, Rom. 7,22. Ask the Sun why it ſhinech, 
the anſwer is, becauſe irs his Nature ; the Sun cannot but 
ſhine, che Fire cannor but heat : fo, if you ask a gracious 
ſoul; Why do you pray fo ofren> mourn for finſo much > 
hear Sermons ſo conſtantly > wait on God ſo diligently in 
all his holy ordinances > Why doyou ſo love Chritt, and 
ſo prize Chriſt > and fo preſs afrec the mark of the high 
calling in Chriſt > Why do you follow fo hard after Chrult > 
A good and honeſt heart would give this anſwer, It is my 
New Nature, Iam partaker of the Divine Nature, 2 Pet, 
I. 4. and I cannot but love Chritt, and prize him, The love 
of Chriſt conſtrains me, 2 Cor. 5,14, I cannot but prays 
mourn, hear, and wait on him in all his ways. My Beloved 
draweth me with che cords of conjugal and covenant-love , 
Hof. 11, 14. and I am made willing wich defire and delight 
rofollow and run afrer him, - | 
} 4 Meditation, Though the Saints cannot keep pace 
with Chriſt in walking exaQtly afrer his example, yet they 
are Willing, and Reſolve to run afrer him, and to follow 
his fieps, Pfal. 63.8, Phil. 3. 12,1314. He that ſaith 
he abideth in Jeſns, ong ht himſelf alſo ſs towalk_even as be wal- 
ked, 1 Joh. 2. 6. For hereunto are we called, Ghriſt having left w 
ax example, that we ſtonld follow his ſteps, 1 Pet. 2.21, Which 
though the Saints cannor do exactly in all things, yer they 
are willing, and reſolve ſo ro do by his ftrengrh; and in their 
meaſure, Pfal. 119. 32,60, & Phil. 3.1314. They fer 
the Lord alwayes before them, Pſal. 16. 8. Andrhey'en- 
cline rheir hearrs to perform his ſtatutes alway, even: unto 
che end, Plal, 119, 1114112, Yea, andirt 15 their _—_— 
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2nd bucthen, when chey fall ſhasr, or do not walk up to the 
rule of a neiy Creature, and rhey cry after him , follow 
hard afrer himand run after him; til keeping Chriſt incheir 
eye Pial, 25.15, & 123.1, 2, & $21, 1, 2, Mintepes (faith 
David) aro ever towards the Lord, 

The King hath broug ht me imto his erage The King viz. 
Solomon, who brough che Copgregation of 1ſrael inco the. 
Temple, which he builded at Jeruſalem for the worſhip of 
God, 1 King, 8, 1, 10,62,66, But inthe Mykterie of this 
Scripture is meant King Jeſws, whois the blefled and onely 
Porentare, the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, 1 Tim. 
6. 155 16, 

Medit, Soul-government ſolely belongerh unto Jeſus 
Chriſt, The Lord 1s our Judge, the Lord is our Law-grver, 
the Lord is our King, Iſa, 33.22, The King of Ziew, Pal. 
2.6, apd the King of Sarnts, Rev.15.3. The governmenc 
ſhall be upon his ſhoulder, Iſa, 9g. 6. Hence may be cruly 
inferred, thar 

1, Saints muſt not be the ſervants of Men inthe things of 
Chriſt, x Cor. 7.23. For none can ſerve two Maſters, Matt, 
6.24. It they ſeektopleaſe Men, they are not the ſer- 
yants of Chrilt, Gal.r. 10, They ought to. obey God, rarher 
then Men , Act, 5. 29. and not worſhip Cod after the 
Commandements, Traditions, and Doarines of Men, Col. 
2. 8, 20, 22, 

2, Sin and Grace cannot reign tovether in one and the 
ſame heart, Rom, 5. 21, Si ſhall not have dominion over Jou » 
becauſe you are under Grace, Rom. 6.14. The Saints may 
not ſerve their Lults, bur their Lord Jeſus, Pat ye on the 
Lord Jeſu Chriſt ; and make not provifien for the fleſh, to fulfil 
the luſts thereof, Rom. 13. 14. | 

3. Chriſt and Anrichritt (rhe Man of Sin) are oppotte 
inth<ir government abour Spiritual matters, 2 Thel. 2.34- 
Chriſt giveth libertyof conſcience unto his ſaints,Cal.5.1,2, 
Theretore hi; yoke 15 eaſiz, Matr, 11. 28, 29, 30, Andrthey 
ft down under his ſhadow [or government] with great de- 
lighe, Cant, 2, 3. But Antichrilt oppoſeth Chriſty, andex- 
alceth himſelf above all that is called God, or that is wor- 
Go ſhipped, 
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ſkipped, ſhewitig himſelf thar tie is God, by impoſing Laws, 


Comymandements, and Traditions of men upon the Saints 
ati Churches of God, comrary ano Chriltt , ( Compare 
2 Thel\. 2. 3, 4. with Col. 2.8, 20, 22, 23.) uſing a Coer- 
cive power to force their obedience unto, and obſervance of 
ſock Antirhriſtian Inventions, ang Soperſtitious Traditions 
of men, Joh. g. 22, 34. & 3 Epilt. Joh, 9, 10, 11. 

Hu chambers) Chrilt hath his Guelt-chamber,Mar,14.34. 
his Bride-chamber, Mar, 9.15. and his Bed-chamber;Canr. 
3. 7. coWit, his Sanctuary, Exod, 15.17, 18, his Temple, 
x King. 8.1, 10, 62 66. and his Church, AR, 2, 47. into 
which Chritt broughc his people, in their Aſſemblies, AR, 
I. 1314. , to partake of his holy ordinances, ARt. 20, 7, 
8, t1. wherein the Saints had communior,1 Cor, 10, 15316, 
17. not onely one with another, bur alſo fellowſhip with 
che Farher, and with his Son Jeſns Chcilt in the Spiric, 
1 Joh. 1. 3 4. totheircomforr, 

6 Meditation, Chrilt b:ingeth Beleevers into his Chur- 
ches, and giverh them Spiriruat Communion with himſel{ 
in his holy ordinances, Joh. 10, 9. Iſa.'25. 6. The King 
brogg ht me mt hu chamber;, Chriſt bringerh Beleevecs 
into his Churches; firſt, by opening rheir hearrs to defire 
it, Pſal. 27.4. And ſecondly, by opening the hearts of 
his people inthe Church to receive rhem, A&.9.26,27,28, 
And then Chrilt doth open his owne heart unto them, and 
doth adrmt them mmto a more invard and ſiveer Commu- 
non with himſelf in his holy Adminiſtrations, Rev,3.20, 
Cant.5. 1. At my ſprengs ave in thee Pal, $7.7. 

*we willbe plad and rejojce in thee we, that is, the whole 
Chnrch, which is but one4 Cant. 6, 9. ) Myllical body , 
whereof Chriſt is the Head, Col. 1. 18. Andinchat reſpeX 
ned m the Singolar Nomber, Draw me, Hath brought me ; 
Bar confilts of many members, x Cor, 12, 12,27, united 
by che Spirir of faith unto Chrift rhe Head, Epheſ, 4. 13. 
and by the Spicir of love umo the Church, the Body, Col, 
2. 2, 3, andinthatrefpe&t uſed in the plural number, me 
ill run after thee, We will be 0/:d 27d rt0:ce 3n thee, 


7 Medita- 
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7 Meditation, The Spouſe of Chriſt is but one myſtical 
Body, confilting of many ſpiritual members,cam pated and 
fitly joyned togexher, 1, Qne Body , which is theChuch 
of the firſt-born, wriccen ip Heayen, Heb. 12.2223, 4. Aa- 
ny members, which are | conj#im] all the Churches of 
the Saints, 1 var, 14. 33, every individual Beleever, 
x Cor. 12,1; 7+ 3. Compacted andfuly joyned togerher, 
Theic beart: >8ing knic together in love, Col. 2, 2, and ib 
faich, Epheſ. 4. 13. faich in Chriſt, and loyeto all the Saints, 
Col. 1.4, We will be glad, &c. 

Gladneſs apd joy inthe Lord is a ſpiritual AﬀeRion in a 
gracious hearty: Gal. 5. 22, way © og Lord in his way 
Pal. 195.314. Springing from faich in the love of ChAf te 
his foul, 1 Pet.1.8. whereby he is enlarged rodelight in the 
Lord above all things, P/a1.37.4. and againſt all djicourage- 
ments; Hab. 3.17, 18. to, rezoyce in the God of his lal- 
vation, 

$8 Mediation. Chriſt in his Churches, Ordinances, and 
holy Adminiſtrations; is the object aftthe Sarts Joy, Pſal. 
73.25, Whom have 1 in Heaven but. thee, awd there is none 
upon Earth that I deſire beſides thee, None bur Chriſt, none 
but Chriſt in Promiſes, in Duties, in Ordinances, in Chur - 
ches, ſaith a gracious Soul, can ſatisfie me, Ir 1s net com- 
mugion with. Saints, enjoyment of Ordinances, and the 
Privilzdyes of Church-fellowſhip that dorh'quiet and com- 
fort the hearts of the Saints , but Chrilt himſelf by the 
communication of his holy Spirit, and ſanGifying grace 
ctherein,unto their poor hunger-thirſting Souls, 

Thus Beleevyers live above Ordinances upon Chriſt inthe 
uſe of Ordinances, neither reflupg in them, nor ſleighrivg 
of them. They eſteem a Name in Gods Houſe ( which 1s 
the Church of God, 1 Tim, 3. 15. ) betrerthen Sons and 
Daughrers, Iſa. 56. 5. becauſe they enjoy Chriſts preſence 
there, Mar.18, 20, andthe ſatisfying goodneſs of the Houſe 
of God, Pal. 65. 5. &K 36. 7»$, 9. 

We will remember thy love more then me |, Of the Loves 
of Chriſt you read inVer/, 2, andin what reſpetts Chrifts 
Love is berrer then Wine, u_ which I refer you, 

2 
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To remember Chriftr loves is to celebrate: the memorial 
thereof, Plal. 20.7. 2s the Spouſe did in this Scripture, 
where ſhe records the loves -of Chriſt, and often makerh 
mention thereof ; and good reaſon, for Chrilt records the 
remembrance of her loys to him, Jer. 2. 2,3. 1 remember 
thee, the kindyeſ, of thy youth, the love of thine Eſpouſals, oc, 
This engaged her aff:ions, and endearad her heatr, and 
that in lincerity of Spiric to love Chrilt, which ſhe thus ex- 
preſleth, Hg 

The apright love thee) Upright in Heater, Pal. 94.15. in 
Spzech, Ifa. 33.15. andin Way; Pfal. 219.1. Love here 
is aConjugal Spiritual love, which doch affe& borh union 
and communion with Chriſt her Beloyed, whoſe excel- 
lency conlilts' in its entireneſs, fervency, and fruicfulneſs, 
Rom, 7. 4. | 

9 Meditation, The Remembrance of Chriſts love to 
his Saints, engages and endears their hearts who are uprighe 
to love him, b-cauſe he firlt loved them, 1 Joh. 4. 19. dyed 
for them, Rom. os , and waſhed away their fans in his 
owne blood, Rev. 1. 55 6. 


— —— ————— 


CO ————— 


Verlſ: 5, 6. 1 am black, but comely ( O ye 


Danghters of Jeruſalem ) as the Tents of 


Kedar, as the Curtains of Solomon, &c. 


Heſe two Verſes ar2 an | *Amresp)} | averſion, wherein 
the Spouſe curnerh her ſpeeth from herBeloved untorche 
Davvghrers of Jeruſalem, to prevent their ſcandal or offence 
at the Chnrches affliction, and her members defe*tion. And 
this ſhe doth, 1. By a confeſſion of her Deformity,/ am black; 
which ſhe aggravateth by a compariſon, as the Tent: of Kedar, 
2, By a Refucation of Contempt, but comely, O ye dang hters 
of JeruſUem ! which ſhe illuftratzrh by a fmilicude, as the 
hangings of Selomoy,” ' 3. By-an Admonition, verſ. 6. Look, 
not upon me, becanſe I am black,; amplified by a threefold rea- 
: jon. 
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ſon of her blackneſs : 1. From the Efhicient Cauſe thereof, 
Becauſe the Sun hath looked upon meghy>. From the Subordi- 
nate Cauſe, My mothers children w gry with me, they made 
me the keeper of the Vineyards, 3..From the meritorious 
Cauſe, But mine 07n vineyard have [ not kept. 

I ans black, The Spouſe of Chritt in the Letter and Hi- 
ftory of this Scripture was black; 1. By Solomon's fall into 
the ſins of Adultery and Idolatry, 1 King. 11, 1 —-—}, 
2: By Rehoboams's folly in refuſing good connlel, and forſa- 
king the Law of the Lord, 1 King. 12. 3. & 2 Chron; 12, 1. 
3. By rhe DefeGtion of cen Tribes, who revolted from the 
Houſe of David, and apoſtatized from the God of 1ſrac! , 
< King. 12. 161 19, 

Inthe Propherical myterie of this Scripture you have 
deſcribed the blackneſs of rhe Churches of Chrilt under 
the Goſpel ; by reaſon, firſt, of their Perſecurions, AR. 8, 
23. & 2 Thell. 1,4. Secondly, of their falſe Teachers, 
AR. 20, 29, 30, & 2 Per. 2.1,2,3. And thirdly, of the 
Errors, Schiſmes, and divihons amonelt them, 1 Cor,11.18, 
19, & 1 Cor, 15. 12, Which Blackneſs overſpread the 
face of rhe Churches in A/ia, Rev. 2 & 3 Chapt. 

In the Hpitirual and Allegorical ſenſe of this Scriprure, 
by Black»eſs, is meant; firſt the Temptations of the Saints. 
Job 30..30., My 5hyw 3s black, upon me, Secondly, the At- 
fictions of Beleevers, Lam. 4. 7, 8. Their viſage # blacker 
then a-coal : 3. The corruptions of the Lords people, which 


makes them empty and voyd, faint and feeble; much 
painis in all loyns, Nahum 2.10, And the faces of them. 
all gather blackneſs, 


1 Mediation, Sin with the EffeRts thereof, to wit, 
Contentions and Divifions in the Churches, Perſecutions 
and afflitions upon the members rhereof, and the Deſer- 
tions and ſorrowtul mournings of che true Servants of God; 
far thoſe miſeries do overcloud the face. of the Spouſe of 
Chriſt, and very much darken the Saints of God, Lam, 2.1. 
How hath the Lord covered the Daughter of Zion with a cloud 
in bis anger, and caſt down from Heaven ume the Earth the 
beauty of Iſrael > 
C3 Bat: 
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But comely | A Metaphor taken fram a Woman, Jer.6.2. 
1 bave likened the Daughgttth of Lion to a comely and delicate 
Woman : Whoſe comelits confifterh, 1, In the fairneſs of 
Complexion. Thy countenance is comely, Cant, 2.14, 2. In 
a juſt proportion of patts, Cant. 7. Iy 2 334+ 53 6. where 
Chriſt commendins his Spouſe from head to foot, fings 
forth her beauty , ſaying, How farr, and how pleaſant art 
.thow, O —_ delights ! The (es beauty is Spirt- 
rual, called the beauty of holineſs, Pal, 110, 3, which is 
vhe ornament of the hidden man of che hearr, Plalt.45;13. 
The Kings daughter is all glorious within : And this comelineſs 
Chriit put upon her, when he entred into Covenant with 
her, Ezek. 16, 8,14. Let the beauty of the Lord our God be 
pon ws, Pſal, go. 17, Thus ſhe is changed into his image, 
2 Cor. 3. 18. And bzars the Image of the heavenly, 1 Cor; 
I 5. 49. Which Chriſt looking upon, ſaith, T how art all farr, 
my Love, there 1s no ſpot 1n thee, Cant. 4. 7,9. Thou thaſt 
raviſked my heart, my Siſter, my Spouſe, thou haſt raviſhed my 
heart mith one of thine eyes, with one cham of thy neck, Thus 
Chriſt 15 overcome with his Spouſes beauty, Cant. 6.4 
$2 9, 10, 

2 Meditation, The Image of Chriſt, conſiſting in righ- 
ceouſneſs and true holineſs, is the Sponſes Spiritual beaucy, 
and makerh the Saints. comely 1n rhe- eyes of Chriſt, Pal. 
45.13. Eph. 4.24. Col. 3, xo, Ezck. 16. 14. 

O je danghners of Jeruſalem) By Jeruſalem we may un- 
derſtandghe Chorch of God on Eatrh, and char from theſe 
relemblances, 1, Jeruſalem was the City of the great King, 
Pſal. 48. 1, 2,3, So the Church of Godis called the City 
of the Irving God, Heb, 12, 22 23. And all the Saints are 

llow-Cirizens, Eph. 2.19. 2. Jernſalem was the Throne 
of God, Jer. 3. 145 15 17. - So the Church «f God is called 
Chrilts Throne, Zech; 6. 12, 13. Andthe Elders clothed with 
white rayment ſit round about his Throne, Revel. 4. 2 44 6. 
3. Jernſalemwas a free City, honored wich many Privi- 
ledges and Immunittes; there was rhe Temple, rhe @ra- 
cles, rhe-Corenants, the Law, and the Service of God, 
Rom, 9, 4. & At, 2, 5542447. So the Church oft God 
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is priviledged with Apoſtles, Prophers, Evangeliſts, Paſtors 
and Teachers, 1 Cor, 12. 28, & Ephef, 4. 11, 12,13. Alſo, 
with his holy Ordinances, 1 Cor. 12, 2, & AR. 16. 4. Je- 
ruſalem which is above ss free, which the c Mother of us all. 
Gal. 4. 26. The Charch of the firſt-born, 

Whoſe Daughters are, 1, All rhe Churches of the 
Saints,1 Cor. 14. 33; Cant. 2. 7. whereof every particular 
Church hath the Common, 1. Name, 1 Cor.1.r, & 1 The, 
1,1, Revel. 21. 1,8, 12,18. Rev. 3. 147,14. 2. Nature, 
Eph, 2. 21, 22, 1 Per. 2.4)5. 3. Power, 1 Cor. 5.4, 12. 
& 14. 2429, 2 Thef, 3. 6,14415, IL Allthe Saints in 
every Church of Chritt, Cant. 3. 10, called S:ons Converts, 
Iſa. 1. 27. viz. the Daughters of Sion, Cant.3.11, and, the Son: 
of Sion, Lam, 4. 2. For, of $10n it ſhall be ſaid, This and that 
man was born in her, The Lord ſhall count, when he writeth up 
the people , that this man was born there, Selah, Pſalm $7, 
V. 5:6. 

The Jews uſed to call the Whole, the Mother ; and the 
Parts, the Daxghters, Ezek. 16.45 46:43%. The Saincs are 
called the Daxghters of Jeraſalem ; Firlt, becauſe rhey are 
( being added to the Church , At. 2. 47.) preſented as 
chaſte Virgins to Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Cor, 11.2. Secondly, 
becanſe they were young Converts newly eſpouſed to Jeſus 
Chrilt, Cant, 3. 10,11, Thirdly, becauſe rhey were in a ſee- 
king condition ( ſome of them ) enquiring into the excel- 
lencies of Jeſus Chriſt, Cant. 5. 8,9. &6.1r, Theſe are 
called to conſider that the Church is comely, although ſhe 
be black. 

3 Meditation, If young Chrifiians would conſider the 
Churches Beauty and Comelineſs, they would nor be fo 
much offended at her Infirmity and Blackneſs, Cant. 
6, 4+ 10. Who us this that looketh forth as the CMor- 
ning, fair as the Moon, clear as the Sun ? Thou art. beamtiful 
O my Love, as Tirzahy comely «s Jeruſalem. Though the 
Church be like a Woman in the Wilderneſs, yer ſhe 15 like 
a Womanclorhed wirh the Sun, and the Moon under her 
feet, and upon her head a Crown of tyelve ſtars, Revel. 12. 
1536, 1 havelikened the Daughter of Zion to 4 comely and a - 
licate woman, Jer, 6. 2: Though, 
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Though the Church be compared to the Tents of Kedar, 
the eArabian Shepherds, Ezck. 27. 21. for blackneſs, yer 
ſhe is reſembled ro the Curtains or coſtly Hangings of Sefe- 
m2 for her comelineſs. Kedar was one of 1\mael's Sons, 
Gen. 25.13. Andas the Father was a mocker, and a per- 
ſecurter of Iſaac, Gal. 4. 28, 29, 30, 31. ſo his off-ſpring 
were ſuch as hated peace, Pal. 120. 5,6. Theic Tents 
were made of Goats hair,which was dark and blackiſh, very 
mean in outwardappearance ; whereby 1s figured forth the 
Adverſity and calamity of the Church. And yet-the Tents 
of Kedar were exceeding rich within, full of all cich mer- 
chandiſe, Pearls and precious Jewels, as Solinws in Polychift, 
cap. 46. and Plin, Nat. Hiſt. lib. 6 28, do re- 

Ort. 
: So the Churches and Saints, though exerciſed with tri- 
bulations, aflictions, perſecutions, corruptions and deſer- 
rions,which make them to appear outwarely dark and black, 
yet whiltthey enjoy pure Ordinances, Goipel priviledges, 
ſpiritual gifts, and ſanRifying graces, they are beaurifull, 
fair, and comely, 

As the Cartains of Solomon] or Hangings of Solomon, 
Joſephmlib, 8. c. 2. Antiq. doth report, That Solomon's Hall 
had three feveral Hangings of Tapiſtry, every one more 
coſtly and rich then other, and behind them a wall'of black 
marble, curiouſly wronght wah Imagery, And the Lear- 
ned judge them Hangings to be here intended by theſe 
Curtains of Solomon. But in as much as the Churches Beauty 
is hereby deſcribed, I rather by the Curtain: of Sulomon 
.underſtand an allnfion umco the Curtains of the Tabernacle, 
Num. 425326. which were very beautiful, Exod, 36.8, 13. 
within theſe Curtains was the Ark of God, 2 Sam, 7. 13. 
And they wett a Type of the Church of God in its beauty 
.andglory, Ifa. 54. ty 2. Even the New jeryſatem c:mirg dawn 
from God owt of Heaven prepared as a Pride adorned for bir 


Huband, Rev. 21.2, Arrajed in fine linnen, white and clean, 


which u the rig hteouſa [x of the Saints, Rev. 19, 7. 
Verl. 
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_ Verſ. 6. Look, not upon me becauſe. T am blacks 


Oe. 


/ JN theſe words the Spouſe or Church of Chriſt doth 2d- 


moniſh che Daughters of Jer=ſalem not to rhe ordi- 
rances of God nor toneglett communion with theChurches 
of Saints, nor to deſpiſe the, Church,” 6r” aty Sine 
therein or Member thereof, becauſe; ſhe. is black. Lovk noe 
pon me; ©O Wit, with diſdain, Mich. 4. 11. Let ber be defiled, 
ard let our ee look, upon Zion, nor with reproach. Obadiali 
12.13. T hoy toulleff not have looked on the day of thy BYother: 
Thou ſhorldett not have looked on thgic attidtion in rhe 
day of their calamity : Neuher with ax extward eye; ( 2 Cor. 
IO. 7. Do ze look, on thing after outward appearancer )lelt 
the ould be moved by th: Churches afflitions , 
I The. d. 3 
1 Meditation, The Saints ovght nor to diſtin” che 
Churches of Chrilt, or neglcR che ordinances 'of Got  noc 
Nleight or reproach the people of God, becabfe” of (ae 
Chu. ches affiictions, pei ſecurions, and tribulations,” Gat. 4. 
13.14. Te kyvow that through infiruuty of the; 6/7 [preached 
the 5% unto you and my tempration whuh wa; wn my fleh yt 
deſpiſed not , nor reiefled, 1 Thet.1.6, And ye became follower: 
ns and of the Lord. having, received uhe Beard in much ffittion, 
with 03:of the holy Spirit. Tyme. 4 
| Becanſe the Sun hath looked pore] ep words Contain 
the firtt reaſon of the Spouſe her Blackneſle, drawn frotti the 
efficient cavſe thereof , ro wit Gods ange>againit her, mas 
me. ed by aiti-ting her ; which difpenſation of, God ro- 
wacds his Chu: ch and p-ople is here and in other Scripryes 
expreſſed by this Metapho. of the Svn. God is called a Sun, 
Plal, £4. 11. as in reſp<R ot his ſhining, and looking up= 
on the face of his Anointed with favonc, Pal, 34. g. io, 11 
reſpeR of his burring ang<r, Heb,12.29. Thus the Lord look- 
ed unco the hoalt otihe eE£g1prian: thro ugh the Pullas of fire, 
1 OM / Exod, 
/ 


f 
' 


| 
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Exod.1 4.24. Agd the Lord wa: angry withSolomon becauſe his 
heart ma: turned from the Lord God of Iſracl, who had appeared 
anto by twite, 1 King. 11.9, I am the may that bath W af- 
futtion by the rod of his wrath, he h:th led me, and brought me into © 
darkneſs, Lam. 3. 1, 2. This made her black, Lam. 1. 1213. 
and coveredher with a cloud, Lam. 2, 1, 2,3. By the Swr 
15 meant perſecution and tribulation alſo which ariſerh from 
formal hypocritical profzſlors, Matth, 13. 6, 21. when God 
doth p:rſecure them in his anger, 

2 Meditation. Gods anogry Countenance appearing unto 
his Church and people in their afflictions, doth grievouſly 
crouble their Souls, Lamentation Chap. 2. vecſ, 1, 2, 3» 4. 
My mother; children were angry with me, &c.) Theſe words 
declare a ſecond reaſon of her blackneſs, to wit, the'perſe- 
cution ſhe mer with from the ten Tribes, which are here 
Called her Mothers children, or the Sons of her Mother, who 
revoltedfrom Judah and Rehoboam, 1 King. 12.16 19, Theſe 
Sons or Children of her Mother were the Scribes, Phariſees, 
and Elders of che Jew:, who perſecuted the Church at Jersſa- 
lew, At. $3.1. Of which number was Sax!, who breathed 
our. threatnings and ſlaughter againit the Diſciples of the 
Lord, AR. g. 1 2. And this was their anger againlt the 
Church and rhe fincere-hearred members rhereof, Such alſo 
were falſe Brethren, who unawares creep into the Church, 
Gal, 2.4; 5. Andfalſe Teachers, pot ſparing che flock, AR, 
20, 29, 3©, ; 

3 Mediation Falſe Miniſters and formal Profeſſors have 
( in their anger ) ſtirred up perſecution againſt che Churches 
and fincere ſervants of Chit, AR.13. 50, & 14.2. & 6.12, 
& 21. 27. 

They made me'the keeper of their vineyards) This was the 
effeR of their anger. They uſed a coercive power gver her 
Conſcience, and compelled her to oblerve their Tradicions, 
and Idolatries, Hoſea 13. 1, 2. Let the men that ſacrifice, kif* 
the Calves, Math, 15. 3, 9. Mark, 7. 13, By the raw” 
here ( oppoſed te her own vin eyard) are meant falſe Chur- 
ches, falſe Aſſemblies, ſuch as were the Aſſemblies at Dax 


and Bethel, where they worſhipped before the Calves that 
; Jeroboam 


.- / e 

Jeroboamthad ſet up, 1 King. 12. 26, 27, 28, 29 30, 32, 33. 

Which was a (:n equivalent wich worſhipping Devils, 2 Chr. 

11.15. Ardhe ordained him Prieſts for the High-places, ard 

” for the Devils, and ſor the Calves, which he had made. % 1 Cor, 
IO. 20, 21, 

4 Meditation, It is a great fin, and of dangerous conſe- 
quence, for rhe people of God to ſubmit unto any impul- 
five or coercive power of the ſupreme Magiltrarte impoſing or 
preſcribing a falſe worſhip, Ifa. 29. 13 14 , 

But mine owne vix: yard kave I not kept] Theſe words contain 
the third Reaſon of the Churches blackneſs, expreſling che 
mericorious cauſe thereof, co wit, her owne nggle&t of her 
duty, and unfaithfulneſsto her cruſt ; for although Rehoboams 
and Judah kept the Charge of the Lord, and obſerved his 
Ordinances for a ſhort time, 2 Chron. 11. 16, 17. yet within 
fire years Rehoboans forſook the Law of the Lord, and all 1ſrae! 
with him, 2 Chr. 12, 1,2. This negleR of her owne vine- 
yard is more Propherically exprefſedand expounded, Ifa. 5.1, 
21 3345 $5 6,7. by the Propher. 

5 Meditation, It is a grievous lin to be negligent in 
keeping of the Ordinances of God, which he hath commir- 
red to the Churches and Saints. Thws ſaiththe Lord God, this 
» Jeruſalem, ſhe hah changed my judgements into wickedneſs, 
and hath not walked in my flatutes, but hath defiled my Santtx- 
ary, &c, Erck. 5.5,6,7,8,11,12,13, & 20. 19 20, 21, 
& 43. 6, 7 8, 9510, 11, 12313. And ye have not kept the charge 

of mune holy things, And now, O ye Prieffs, this commande- 
went us for you, Mil. 2.14 2, 3, $9, Therefore have I alſo made 
Jou contemptible and baſe before all the people, accodring as ye have 
not kept my waye:, but have been partial in the Law. 


[26] 


Verl. 7,8. Tell me ( O thou whom my Soul 
loveth ! ) where thou feedeſt, &c. 


ce: Spouſe having confeſſed her blaſkneſs, occaſioned by 

Solomon's fall, Rehoboam's folly, and Iſrael's deteftion; and 
having alſo admoniſhed the Daughters of Jersſal:m nor to 
look, upon her with an evil! or difdainful eye in the day of 
her affliction : ſhe no turns her again unto her Beloved , 
and makesa third addreſs unto Chrilt by way of Perition,unto 
whom Chriltives a gracious anſyer, 

In theſe two Verſes you haye firſt che Churches Prayer ; 
and ſecondly, Chcilts anſwer thereof, Inthe Spouſes Prayer, 
verſ. 6, Obſerve, I. How ſhe ſtylech her Beloved, the Lord 
Jelus Chriſt ; O thou whons my Soul loveth! 11, Wherein ſhe 
defirerh his DixeRion, Tellme, 1 Where thou feedeſt. 2 Where 
thou makeſt thy) flocks to reſt at noow, 111. The Reaſon of her 
gclires emphatically expreſſed by a patherical expoltularion, 
For why ſhowld I be as one that turneth aſide 2 &c. Which ar- 
gues 3 Her/unwillingne(s to wander out.of Chrifts way, 
2 The uncealonablene(s of the thing, if ſhe ſhould fo do, 
1 King. 12. 28, 29, 30. 

Chrilts Anſwer. of her Prayer, verſ. 8. confiſterh, x. Of 
the gracious Compellatiop which Chriſt gives his Sponſe, his 
Chucches, and every particular Saint, O thos faireſt among 
women! 2, Of a render ſuppoſition of her Ignorance in the 
particulars rouching which ſhe enquired his Inltruftion, 7f 
thou kyow not, And 3, Of anholy DireQtion, 1 Toforfake 
all falſe Afſemblies and worſhip, Go thy way forth, &c. rowit, 
from Dan and Bethel, and ſo from Babilon, 2 To joyn unto 
ſteEhurch- and yrorſhip of God, eAzd feed thy bid; beſide: 
the ſhepherds tems ; that is, return to Zion, and Jeruſalem ; 
which the Prieſts and Levites did, and ſuch as fer their 
hearts to ſezk the Lord God of 1ſrael, 2 Chron, 11. 13; 


145 16, 
Tell 
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Tell me,&'c.) That is, direct us, ſhew us,and declare plainly 
unto us, Plal. 25, 4:5, Gracious Souls addreſs themſelves 
1nco Jeſus Chritt for his Counſel ro them in all cheir doubrs: 
$Þ did all the taichful among the ren Tribes of /ſrael, There 
was a great Chang2, 1, In ths Government of the Com- 
monwealth of 1ſrae/. 2, In the Worſhip of God, Ten Tribes 
rent from J«dah,and joyned with Jeroboam, and molt of them 
ſacrifice at Dan, and they that ſacrificed, kiſſed the Calves ; 
bur in this great Change the fairhful among them enquired 
of God, ſaying Tell me, &c, 

1 Mediation, When there is a change of Civil Govern- 
ment in a Common-wealth, or of the Worſhip of God in the 
Church, then the faichtul (eſpecially if doubrtul)) oughr ro 
enquire and ask counſel of the Lord, and to ſeek ro him for 
diretion, The woman of Samaria in this caſe asked and 
enquired of Chriſt touching the worſhip of God. Joh, 4. 
19, 20, Our Father; worſbipped in this mountain, and ye ſay, that 
1m Jeruſalem ts the place where men ought to worſbip, , Andiodid 
all che fairhful among the ter Tribes, 2 Chr, 13. 16. 

This the Saipts ought ro-do, firſt, becauſe the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt hath the government laid upon his ſhoulders, and he 
15 the only wiſe Counſellour, Ifa. 9.6. Secondly, becauſe 
Chrilt is faithful as a Son over his owne Houſe, the Church, 
Heb. 3. 5» 6» 7, Wherefore as the Holy Spiric faith, To day of 
you will hear his once. 

O thou whone my ſoul loveth!) O! This Interjetion doth 
not onely beroken the Spouſes pallionare afteRion, bur it is 
the Spirics Rhetorique, whereby he _ her to ſigh and 
groan forth her zealous love unco Chrilt, and her mot at- 
tetionace defires ro be infiruted and direAed by him wn her 
doubrs and gifficulries, Iſa. 26. 8, 9. Q thow,g&cc, Chrnilt 1s 
the obje&t of his Spoules affeions. Ir was nor his ſpiritual 
gifts, privileges, ordinances, graces,and other ſpiritual bleſ- 
kngs, bur himſelfalſo; yea, Himſelf alone in the abſence 

want of his ordinances (which ſhe then was ſeeking after) 
that ſhe longed and ſo much defiredio enjoy. O thox ! whom 
my ſoul loveth. The affetion which the Spoule (o pathett- 
cally expreſſed here was her Souls love to her — 
D 3 elus. 
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Jeſus, Of this Vicgin-lovero Chuiſt, ſomething was hinted 
in the Expohtion ot the 3 & 4 Vetſes, unto which I refer 
yon : Onely here take notice of che conitancy of the Spou- 
tes, the Churches, the Saincs affetion unto Chrilt 1D all 
the chances that happened both in the Church and Com- 
mon-wealth. 

2 Meditation, Gracious Souls are conlant in their love tg 
Teſus Chrilt in all changes. If others. change their King, 
the Spouſe will not Change hers, Iſa, 33. 22. The Lord wour 
King, and he will ſave us, It others change their god, the 
faithful will not change their God, Joſh, 24. 16421324. God 
forbid, that we ſhould forſake the Lord to ſerve other gods : The 
Lord oxy God will we ſerve, and bis voyce will me obey, It Chiilt 
aMiR his Spouſe; his Saints, yer ſhe will love him, Cant. 3, 
I,2,3+ 4. By night on my bed ( to wit, of affliction, Revel, 
2.22.) 1 ſought bim whom my ſoul loved, If he deſert her, 
yet ſhe loveth him, yea grows ſick of love in his abſence, 
Cant. 5.648. 1 opened to my Beloved, but my beloved had 
withdrawn himſelf, and was gone ; I charge you, O Daughter: 
of Jeruſalem ! If you find my Beloved, that ye tell him, that I am 
fitk, of love, 1 

The Saints have g00d reaſon to love Chriſt in all changes, 
For x. Chriſt changeth not, Mal. 3. 6. / am the Lord, 
1 change mit, therefore ye Sonnes of Jacob are not conſu- 
med, Chriſt Jeſus the ſame yeſterday, and to day, and for 
ever, Heb, 13.8. 2. Chriſt ſweerneth and ſanctifierh all 
changes unto his Saints, and makerh all work together for 
their good, Rom, 8. 28, Chrilts preſence ina priſon, Chrilts 
love in all our loſſes ; Chrilts ſmiles in a dark hour, anda day 
of deſertion-3 Chriſts viſits upon a fick bed: O how comfor- 
table, how cordial are they unto poor hearts! In a word; 
there's enough in Chritt to ſweeren and ſanRifie any con- 
ditionto a gracious ſoul, 3. Chriſt loves the Saints in all 
the changes that come upon them, Joh, 13. 1, Jeſus having 
loved his owne, which are in the yvorld, he loved them unto 
che end, His compaſſhons fail nor, they are new every mor- 
ning, Lam. 3, 22423. therefore the Saints have cauſe tro loye 
himz1 Joh.4.19.This Soul-love to Chriſt wil cauſe the Sants 
t0 
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ts ſell all for Chriſt, ro communicate all with Chriſt, and to 
doe nothing without the love and good liking of Chriit, 

Where thou feedeſt, 8c.) Feeding comprehendeth all the du- 
ties of a Paltor or Shepherd. Fircit, a Shepherd doth take the 
charge of the Flock, fo doth Chritt rake care and charge 
of the whole Flock of God, Joh. 10. 2, 344, 14. and com- 
mands his under-(hepherds (the Minitters ) to take the over- 
fight thereof, 1 Per. 5. 1, 2, 334. Secondly, Chriſt (the good 
ſhepherd ) makerh his flock ro lye down in green paltures, 
and leaderh chem beſides {till waters, Pſal. 23. 1, 2,3, He 
eiveth them hidden Manna, Rev. 2. 17. and living water, 
Rev. 7. 17. For the Lamb ſhall feed them, and ſhall lead them unto 
living fountams of waters, Thirdly, Jefus Chrift (as a Shep- 
herd) doth govern and order his Flock, Ezek. 34. 11. 12, 13) 
14: 15+16,22, { will feed my flock, (faith the Lord) 1 will 
ſeck.that which was Iſt, and bring again that which was driven 
away), and will bind up that which was broken, and ſtrengthen thas 
which was ſick, Fourthly, Chriſt (like a Shepherd) doth de- 
fend and preſerve the flock of God from the wikde beatts 
of the held, Iſa, Il, 63 T» 8, 9. The ſhall not hurt nor deſtroy T. 
all my holy Mountain, As Birds flying, ſo will the Lord of 
Hoſts defend Jersſalem, defending alſo he willdeliver it, and 
paſſing over he will preſerve ir, Iſai. 31, 5 

Chcit doth thus feed his flocks (to wit, his Churches 
and Saints) by his faichful Miniſters, and Elders of the 
Churches of God, whom the holy Spirit makerh overſeers 
over the Flock, AQ, 20. 28. & 1 Per. 5. 1,2 3 4. 

3 Meditation, The Miniſtery of Chriſt is a Soul-feeding 
Miniltery, Eph. 4. 11312413. The work of the Miniſtery is, 
1.. Toconvert Souls, Act. 26. 16, 18. & 1 Cor. 4. 15. For in 
Chriſt Jeſus I have begotten you through the Goſpel. & 1 Cor.3.5, 
2. To feed Souls, Jer. 3.15. 1 willrake you one of a City, and 
two of a amily, and 1 will bring you to Z;on'; and I will gre you 
Paſtors according to mine heart, which ſtal feed you with knowledge 
and wnderſtanding, And AR. 20. 17,28, 3. To comfort 
Souls, and to bind up the broken hearts of his pzople, Ila, 
40. 1. Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, ſauh your God, ſpeak, ye 
comfortably to Jeruſalem, And 1 Thei,3,2, 4. To O__ 
an 
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ind confirm Souls. Ifa. 35.3. Strengthen the weak hand:, and 
confirm the feeble kyeer ; ſay to them which are of a fearful heart, 
Be firong, fear wn. And AQ, 14.21, 22,33. 5. To clta- 
bliſh Souls. x Theſ, 3. 2. And I ſent Timothem a HMiniſter 
of Godro eſtablijh you, and to comfort 2% concerning your faith, 
And Rom. t. 11, 12. 6. To fave Souls. 1 Cor. 1. 21, 
It ag God by the fogli/hneſs of preaching to ſave them that 
beleeve. 

This Soul-Miniſtery of Chriſt was that which the Spouſe 
enquired afrer, ſaying, Tell me ( O chon whom my Soul loveth)) 
where thou feedeſt : She concludes that Chriſt had a Soul- 
feeding Miniitery > by whom he did feed his flock like a 
Shepherd, Ifa. 40. 11, Only ſhe querizs whete ic is, and de+ 
fices Chriits diieion ro tind1t, 

4 Meditation, Gracious Souls do greatly defire to enjoy 
the Minictery of lefus Ch.i.t, Cant'2. 3, 7 ſate down wader 


hi -adow wuh great delight, and buu fruit was mett to my 


rafte. 

Mm thou makeſt thy flock: to reſt ar Noon) By Nomyon may 
underſtand, firlt arime of Tribnlitjon, Mit. 1%.6.21. 1 Pet. 
4. 12, 13:16, 17. occfioned though Te nptations, 1 Per, 
xt. 6.7. Corroprions, Plil. 49.5. & 40.11,12.13, and 
Pe:ſecutions, 2 Tin. 3.10 1T 12, Andinthis reſp.&rhe 
Spouſ- enquired of Ch:1.t where the Churches, the Saincs 
reiting plice was, 

s Meditation, Chriit harh a Reſiing place for his Chnrches 
and Saincsin time of 'Tiibutrion. 21h f, 1.4 6,7. And 

on who are troubled. reit with us, Rev. 6.9 10, rt. Chit 
15 the Saint's Re t, Plal. 116.7. Return unto thy reſt O my Soul, 
Pſal.37.7. Reit inthe Lord! Ch it is the Saints hiding places 
Iſ1. 32.2, Andrhere wasthe hiding of his po.ve-. Hab.3.4. 
—y art my hiding place , thox ſhalt preſerve me from trouble, 

L 32.7. 

Ch {ear his Szincsrore?t, 1, By beleeving in him; 
and living by faich 'upon him, Heb. 4. 3. For we whb;ch have 
beleeved, do enter into reſt, Mat, 11, 28, Come unto me ( faich 
Chriit) all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 1 will grve you 
reſt, 2. By walking ipthe wayes of ' God, Jer, 6.16, / _-— 

ai 
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ſaith the Lord, Stand ye in the wayes, and ſee and ah, for the ol 1 
path;, where ts the good way, and walk_therein, and ye | all ford reſt 
for your ſonl:, 

Secondly , By noon, you may alſo underſtand a time of 
molt clear light, Job 11.16,17;13,19, Becauſe thos ſhalt fer get 
thy miſery and thine age ſhall be clearer than the neoneday ; thoa 
ſhalt ſeine forth, and thow ſhalt make thy reft in ſafety, 
Alſo thow ſhalt lie down, and none ſhall make thee a- 
fraid, Thus the words contain a Prophecy of glorious Goſ- 
pel-rime$ compare 114,60.1233z13>15,19,19,20,21422, with 
Zeph.3.8,9,10,1112,13314:15. 

6 Meditation, The Saints ſhall haveatime of clear light, 
and ſhining glory, whereio they ſhall enjoy peace and reſt, 
from all their tribulations and perſecutions, Pial, 37.637. And 
be ſhall bring forth thy righteouſneſs as the light, and thy judgement 
a4 the Noon-day ; Reſt inthe Lord, and wait patiently for him. 
Matth.4.16, Poor Saints, know ye, thar ere long it will be 
break ot day with you; the day-ſpring from on hioh will viſic 
you; tha fit indirkneſs, yea the Sunof Righteouſneſs will a- 
riſe, Iſa.60.132, 3.-And there will be a noon-day of ſhining 
glory upon you ere long. 1{a.24. 15, 16. From the utmoſt pars 
of the Earth have we heard Soxgs, even glory to the Righteom, 

The Lord who is the Shepherd of /ſrae!, will make his 
Saints tolie down in green Paſtures, Pſal, 23.1+2,3."To wit, 
His holy Ordinances, the proviſion of Z:on, which he will a- 
bundantly blefſe,and cauſe 1t ro ſatisfiethe hungry fouls of his 
people; far che Lord hath choſen Zion, ſaying, this 6 my reſt for 
ever, 13 2.8,9,133141516. 

And there ſhall be a Tabernacle for a ſhadow, in the day- 
time from the hear, and for a place of Refuge; for upon all 
the glory ſhall be a defence. 1ſ4.4.4: 5:6: 

And under his ſhadow ſhall the flock of Saintsfit down with 
great delight, and hiving relt from their Tribulations , and 
perſecutions , they ſhall chew the Cud , as the clean Bealls 
(whiclt were for ſacrifice) did,when they lay down, and relt- 
ed at noon-day under ſome ſhadow, after they had been fed 
and watered, and were quiet, ſo ſhall che Saints do; they ſhall 
10 the noon-day of their reſt, and peace by ſpiritual Meditati- 
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on, and contemplation, call ro minde, and brirfs ro remem- 
brance the Lotds gracious dealings with ther, and whilet 
they are ruminativg thereon;their fouls will be fo refreſhed, 
comforted, and filled with joy and glory, that rhey ſhall fing 
torch che goodnels of the Lord, //a.s t.t 1. The redeemed of the 
Lord al return, and come with ſinging to Zion, 

Por why ſhould I be as one, that rurneth aſide by the fluck; of thy 
Companions?) Theſe words contain the reaſon of che Spoute, 
ar Pocichon roChtilt tor his diceRion, emphatically expreſ- 
Ted by a pathetical expoltularion, For why > &c." Whereby 
ſhe intimaterh, 1, Her unwillingneſs co go aftray from Chritt 
her beloved, and turn aſide atter other lovers, 2, The unrea- 
ſonableneſs of rhe thing, v:z, to forſake the true God, his ho- 
1y Ordinances, and pure worſhip : Andto go ater talſe Gods, 
the. Ordinances ot men, andthe idolatrons or (ſuperſtitious 
Worſhips of the World, 

By the Flocks of thy Companions; You _ underſtand, 
Firlt , Thofe Aſſemblies of falſe Minifters, formal Pro- 
feſſors at Dar and Bethel, who worſhipped and kifled the 
Calves , Hol. 13.2. 3. The falſe Miniſters wererhoſe Prieſts, 
that Jeroboaws made of the lowelt of the people (which were 
nar" of the Sons of Levi, 1 Kings 12,31.) whom he ofdained 
fot the high places, forthe Devills, and torche Calves, which 
he had thade, 2 Chron.1 1,5, The formal profeſſors were thoſe 
146ſatgous people, that went to wotſhip before rhe Calves, 
WhiCh Jeroboam let upon in Zerhel, and the other in Das, 
which became a fm, and a ſnare unto 77 ae!, t King, 12. 28, 
291 30,3233» | 

Secondly, Thoſe Aſſemblies of the Scribes and Phariſees in 
the Synagognes of Judea, and in the Temple at Jeruſalem, 
who ſay,chey are Je\vs, andare riot, but are rhe Synagognes 
of Satan, Rev, 3.9. And do vorthip Godin vain; reaching for 
DoXdrine the Colnmandements of men, Matrh, 15. 9. They 
were the Flocks of his Companions, Which falſe and formal 
Worſhip, both-in the Mountain of Samzaria, and in the 
Temple at Jeruſalem, Chrilt witneſſed avant, faying, The 
hoare commeth, whe ye ſhall neither inrhis Mountath, tor 
yet at Jeruſalem worſhip the Farher; ye wotſhip yz know noc 
what, Joh, 4.20,21, Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, Thofe Afﬀemblies of Antichriſtian Miniſters, and 
people of che World, who wonder after the Bealt,and do wor 
ſhip che Beaſt that did ariſe up ouc of the Sea of Rexve, and do 
worſhip the Image of that Beaſt, and have the name of the 
Beaſt, or che-yumber of his Name, and receive the mack of 
che Beaſt in their fore-heads, or intheir right hand, Rev..13. 
I, 3» 16,17. Kome 1s the myltical Babylon, and the Mother 
of Harlots, Rev, 17. 5. And all Antichriftian Aſſemblies of 
falſe Miniſters, and formal profeſſors, are her Daughters, who 
commir ſpiritual whordoms, becauſe of the whordotns of the 
well-farouwred Hartot, Nahum 3.4; 546. 'Theſe areflocks of 
his Companions , which (be would not turn afide after, noc 
aſlemble with ; for why ſhould Ibe as one of them > 
That turnerh aſide, or-that veileth her ſelf, ro wityas Hat« 
lots uſe to cover themſelves with a veil (fo did Tamar, Gen. 
38.1415. whom Judahthoughttobe an Hartor, and came in 
unto her.) Why ſhould Ibe as an Harlor > to commit ſpict- 
rual whordom with other lovers, by worſhipping falſe Gods, 
or the true Gad in a falſe manner : therefore ſhe defired di- 
reQtion from Chrilt hiraſelf, and prayed, that he would ſend 
forth his light, and his cruch, and lead her, and bring herta 
his Sanctuary, Pſal.43.2,3.#hy go I mourning (as the mournin 
Women, that are covered or veiled, that goe abomt the ftreets, Jer. 
9.171 8.) Covering the Altar of the Lord with tears, with weep- 
mg, and with crying out, inſomuch that he regardeth not the offer- 
mg any more, or receiveth it wah good will at mine hand, 
Mal.2.13. | 
7 Meditation. Faithful ſouls onght nar to turn aſide un- 
to any falſe or formal worſhip, God blamed the people of 
Iſrael, becauſe theic tear rowards him was taught by the pre- 
cepts of men , and d ro kcal up all viſion, and to co- 
yer their Seers, Ia.29.953,&1 11241 3414. Chriſt reproved the 
Scribzs and Phariſees, becauſe they worſhipped God formal- 
ly, hypocritically, and ſuperlticioufly, reaching for DoaArine 
the Commandements of men, Math. 15.9. And the Apgel 
denounceth the wrath of God againſt thoſe that worſhip.the 
Bealt, and his Image, and receive his mark in his fore-headzor 
in his hand, Rey,14.941 0. It is a fin, and will be a ſnare co 
B23 teave 
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leave Chriſt, and his holy Ordinances: and pure worſhip, and 
rrue Miniltery; andturn aſide unto falſe Minilters, ſupecttiri- 
ous worſhips, and traditions of men, Col. 2. 8, 204 22, 23, 
Beware leſt any ſpoyl you, through Fhiloſophy.and van deceit, af- 
ter the tradition of men, after the Rudiments of the World, and nt 
after Chriſt, 


ce 


Verl. 8. If thou karow not (O thou faireſt among 
Women) goe thy way forth , @c. 


dis Verſe containeth Chrilts anſwer unto his Spouſes Pe- 

tition, wherein you may obſerve, Firſt.his render ſuppoſitt- 
on of her ignorance which Chrilt upbraiderh not, James 1.4. 
Onely takes occaſion thereby ro in!truct her, If thou knoweit 
not , or for as much as thou knowelt not. 

The Spouſes ignorance did not diſcourage her to ſeek 
Chriſts direRion, rell me where thou feedſt; nor did her Ne- 
ſcience hinder his inſtruftion, 1f thou kyow not, follow rhe 
foot-lteps of the Flocks, &'c. {+ 

1 Meditation, . Chrilt will initrudt ignorant ſouls, when 
they ſeek dire&ion of him in doubrful caſes, Prov, 1. 20,21, 
22 23. & 9.46. Chrilt by his word giveth underitanding to 
the ſimple, P{al.119.1 30. If any want wiſdom, let him atk, it of 
God, and he will giv: hims liberally, Jam.1.4. He will teach ſmners 
an the way, Plal.25.8, 11a.2.3. Christ teacheth by his Spirit, Joh, 
14.26, Pſal.32.8, 


Secondly , Obſerve his gracigus Compellation, O thou 
faireſt among Vomen ! which fwereth vnto her lo- 
ving Appellation, O thou wh 7 ſoul trueth ! whereby 


1s diſcovered, 1.The Sympathy berween Chriit and his Spouſe, 
O thou! Othar God would (peak! Job 11. 5. O that thon 
hadit hearkened ! Iſa. 4$. 18. 2 The commendation of his 
Spouſes bzaury above all others inthe higheſt degree, che fair- 
> among Women ; She ſaid that ſhe was comely, v. 5. The 
Prophet compared her to a comely and delicare Woman, 


=y 
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Jer. 6. 2. But Chriſt ſers forth her beauty in the ſupzclarive 
degree, Cant. 4. 7. Thos art all fair my Love, there u no ſpot in 
thee, as Solomon Co:mmendeth the virruous Woman, Prov. 31. 
10.29. Many Dang ters have done virtuouſly, but thou excelleit 
them all: ſo Chritt praiſeth his Spouſe above all others, and be- 
yond all expreſſion, laying, Cant. 7.6. How fair, and hw plea- 
ſant art thou, O love ! for delights, Thus Chrilt gets into the 
Saints hearts, and doth win their afteCtions, (ere rhey are a- 
ware) by his ſweer incinuations,Cant.6.12.His mouth is molt 
tweet , and his lips drop ſeer ſmelling Myrrhe : the Saints 
wonder at the gracious words, which proceed out of his 
mouth, Luk.4.12. 

2 Meditation, The Saints are excecding fair and beautiful, 
inthe eyes of Chritt, though black and unlovely in their owns 
and th: worlds apprehen.ion. The Church (and people of 
God) being conſciencious of their own deformities, Conteſ- 
ſed ſhe was black, v.5. bur Chritt, beholding the Chucch (and 
all his Saints) in the new andeverlatting Covenant with him- 
ſelf, ſees her a perte& Beauty, through his comlineſs pur up- 
on her, Ezek. 16.8. 14. For he hath cloathed ber with the G ar- 
ments of ſalvation, he hath covered her with the Robe of righteauſ- 
weſs, Iſa. 61.10. And he hath ſanthified and cleanſed her with his 
precious blood from all ſm, 1 Joh. 1.7. and made her all glorious 
within, Pſal.45.13. And ſo preſents hzr to himſelt, a glorious 
Church, not having ſpor, nor wrinckle, nor any ſuch thing) 
Eph.5.27. 

"The Churches ( the Saints) beavty is derivative. The 
Church ſhinerh in the lighe, beams and vlocy of Chritt. Ifa.60, 
15243. The Lord ſhall ariſe upon thee, and his glory ſhall be 
ſeen upon thee ; Ariſe, ſhine, for thy light is come, and the 
elory of the Locd is riſen upon thee. The Saints beauty doch 
not appear all rhe night of their aMictions, eemprations, pe: = 
ſecurions, and tribulations, untill the day dawn, and the day- 
Starre ariſe in their hearts; bur when through the render 
mercy of God, the Day-Spring fram on high hath viated 
them, ſo rhar it 1s break-of-day with thzm;and the bright (h1- 
ning morning of their ſpiricual ReſurceQion breaks torch,and 
thz Sun of Righreouſnels 1s r1ſzn in their ſouls, then they are 
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like the Woman cloathed with the Sun, andthe Moon under | ,, 
her feer, and upon her heada Crown of twelve Starres, Rex,| . ,- 
L2, 1, So lovely) fair and comely, is the Church and Saints in| 
the eyes of Chriſt, Cant.6.4.10.,' T hog ayt beaxtiful, O ney love, walk 
& Tirzah, comely as Jeruſalem, &c. Who 1s ſhe that lookerh| ,,;c., 
forth as the morning, fair as the Moon, clear as the Sun, and} ,, x 
terrible as at Army with banners. | | of Go 
Thirdly , Obſerve his holy dire&ion, which confiſterh of | or of 
two parts, 1, Chriſt doth dire& his Church (and Saints) a the 
go forth by the foot-ſteps of the Flock, 2, Chrilt doth in-} ,@qt 
ttrut them, to feed their Kids, beſides the Shepherds | jan 
Tents, o| 
Ge thy way forth) Or go forth for thy ſelf, to wit, from GA 
Dan and Bethel - for thus faith the Lord unto the houſe of iſ } gin: 
racl, Seek, ye me, and ye ſhall live, but ſeek not Bethel, for Be-= } the 
thel ſhall come to nought, Amos 5.44546. and ſoir did 2 King.23. | fgep 
31525. And fo from Babylon,Rev.$.2.45. Come ont of her my ; 
people, that ye be not partakers of her ſins, and that ye recerve mot of : &r 
am 
of 
5» 
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her plagues; ; 

3 Meditation. The firſt ſtep towards the true worſhip of | 
God, is ro forſake the Aſſemblies of falſe worſhip, and ro ſe- | 
parate from chem, When God choſe a people for himſelf, ro ' 
{ worſhip him, he ſevered them from all other people, Levir. ! 
20.26, And the Lord commandeth his Saints under the Goſ- | 
pel, ro ſeparate themſelves from unbeleevers, 2 Cor.6.141 55 | 
161718, wherefore come out from among them, and be ye ſepa- | 
rate, ſaith the Lord, &c. . | 

By the foot-Fteps of the Flock, | That isto ſay, Follow the * 


example of thoſe Prieſts and Levites , who left their poſſeſſh- 


ons, and ſuch of the people as ſer their hearts ro ſeck rhe Lord R 
God of 1ſrael, who came to Jerwfalem, to worſhip, and to ſa- 1 
crifice unto the Lord God of their Fathers,2Chron.11.1 3,14, 
16. And the examples of other faithful Saints;and Servants of 


the Lord, and the Churches of God. Be ye followers of me,even 
as I ams of Chriſt, x Cor.11.1,2.who hath given us anexample, 
that we ſhould follow his ſteps, 1 Per, 2.21, Soto walk in the 
ſteps of your Father eAbraham , is to follow his example, 
Rom.4.12, Be ye followers of us, and mark them 
that 
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walk after the examples of his Chutches and people, and ro i- 
mirarerhem in che worſhip of God, 1 Cor, 4. 16, 17, Heb. 6. 
12, 1Theſ. 2.14. For ye Brethren became imitators of the Churches 
of God which in Judea are m Chrift Jeſw,The practice of Chritt, 


| or of his Apoſtles, or of any of the Churches in any part of 
| the worſhip of God, recorded inthe Scriprure, may be 1mita- 


red by the Saints of God, in ſucceeding Cenerarions. Theſe 
things were written tor our tearning, Rom, 15.4. Chriſtians 
ought ro look upon the Apoltles, Miniſters and Sainrs in the 
Goſpel,how they walked in all che'Commandements and Or- 
dinances of God, we ſhould look hvw rhey beleeved , how 
they lived, and how they worſhipped, and follow rheic 


ſteps, 

ed feed rhy Kids, &c.) VVhere you have, 1. Chriſts ren- 
der care of young Chriſtians,called che Kids. 2.The Churches 
duty to provide them paſture, feed hy Kid;,Kids are the young 
of rhe Flock, either of the Coats, or of the Sheep, Exod. 12. 
5,6. Tor Lamb ſhalt be without Blemiſh, a male of the firſt year, 
je ſhall rakes it out from the Shetp, or from the Goats, And 


| theſe 'K;d: you may underſtand young beleevers, Si2s Con- ' 
| yetts, the Daughters of Jeruſalem, who are Young Ms! x ef- 


pouſed co Jeſus Chriſt ,-vhom Chrilt catterh his Lambs, and 
whom he will have his Miniltersto feed, Joh, 21. 15. Syn, 
loveft rhog me more than theſe ? feed my Lamb;;the ſame cratge 
Chrilt here gives his Chutch, to feed her Kids. 

Feeding hereis a Meraphor borrowed from. Shepherds, 
who are ſaid ro feed their Flocks, when chey bring rhem uw- 
to gre:1 Paſtures, or orher places, where they may feed. Gex, 
37.12,13.16.So rhe Church is here direted Chrith,co feed 
her Kids, rhar is, co bring themrorhe Ordinances of Goa, 
whichare like green Paſtures, rhar thzre chey may feed, Pfal. 
23.15243z4. and Ezck.34.14. 1 will feed them in a good Paſtzre) 
and m a f.s Paftare ſhall they feed apon che Mownearns of Wraet, 


5 Miah, 
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5 Meditation. As Chrilt hath taken care to give Paſture, 
fo it 1s the Churches duty to fezd her Kids. 

Fir(t, Chriſt hath raken care to give Paſture, for 1. He gave 
a feeding Miniſtery,Epheſ.4.11,12:13.& Jer. 3.15, [will groe 
you Paſtors according to mine heart, which ſtall feed you with 
krowleage and underſtanding, 2. He gave his holy Ordinances, 
x Cor.11.1. By his Apoliles to the Churches, for the feeding, 
nourithing, firengrheningand eſtabliſhing of the Saints, 3.He 
eave Authority and Power to his Minitters and Churches ro 
rule, govern, and order the Saints, who are the Members of 
the Churches, x Cor.5.4z12. x Thel, 5.12,13. Heb.13.7.17, 
The Saints ought co be ſubjeR rortheir Elders, and one to an- 
other inthe Church, 1 Pet. 5.5. Andthe Church ought tobe 
ſubje& unto Chrif, Eph. 5.24. « | 

Secondly,Its the Churches duty to feed her Kids,for 1. She 
oughr rofltr up her Miniſters to be vigilant, and dilizent in 
their work and Office of feeding, both by reaching and ru- 
ling) Col, 4.17. And lay to A "= pe heed to the Muniſtery 
which thou haſt recerved in the Lora, that tho fulfill it. 2, She 
oughr to exhort her Members to draw nearto God 1n his holy 
Ordinances not forſaking the aſſembling of themſelves toge- 
rher, as the manner of ſo:ne is, bur exhorting one another, 
Heb.10.21,2242342425. 3. She ought to bring her Chil- 
dren to Gods Ordinances.to give them the breſts of her con- 
ſolations, and to ſee that every Lamb feed in irs own place, 
Ta.49.20,21922,23. and Iſa. 66. 10, 11, 12, 20, And they ſhall 
bring all your Brethren for an Offering to the Lord, to my holy 
Mountain Jeruſalem ; And they ſhall feed every one in bu place, 
Jer.6.3. Then ſhall the Lambs feed after their manner, I{a.5 17. 
And the firſt-born of the poor ſball feed, 1{a.14.30, 

Beſides the Shepheards Tents. | Theſe words contain a de- 
ſcription of the place, where the Church was dire&ed to feed 
her Kids; By Tents you may underſtand the Churches of God, 
compared untothe Tents of Judah, Zach.1 2.7. The Taberna- 
cle of Sh:/oh, Pſal.73.60. was called Gods Tent, Unto which 
Tabernacle or. Tent all the 1ſrae! of God was to come and 
worſhip, Deur. 12, 5, 6, 7» $. Unto the place which the Lord 
your God ſhall chuſe, ro pur his name there , even unto hi; 

Habitation 


[39]; 
Habication ſhall ye ſeek, and thicher chou ſhalt come: And 
chither ye ſhall bring your Burnc-offerings, and your Sacrifi- 
ces,and your Vows, and your Free-will offerings, and the 
ficltlinos of y=u_ Herds, and of your Flocks : .7' ſhall not dee 
after all the thing « that we doe here this day, every man what ſoever 
right in his owne eyes, 

The Shepherds are the Lords Paſtors , the Miniſters of 
Chritt, to it, the Prielts and Prophets under the Law; and 
the Apoltes, Prophets, Eyangelilts, Paſtors and Teachers nn- 
der the Goſpel, who are Shepherds under the chief Shepherd 
Chrult Jeſus, x Per. 5. 15 24 34 4. 

6 Meditation, Wholoever hath the care and charge of 
Souls, ought to bring them to the Congregations of the 
Lords people, where his faithful Miniſters diſpenſe his holy 
Ordina char rhey may be fed and nouriſhed, converred 
and comforted, ſanQihed and faved by rhe Spirir and grace of 
God in Jeſus Chriit, And feed thy kids beſide the ſhepherd: 
tents, 

Are they thy kids > the young ones of thy family > which 
God hath madethee like a flock, Pal. 107, 41. then its thy 
dury to feed them beſide the ſhepherd: tems, 1 know Abraham, 
that he will command his children and his houſbold after him ( ot 
according to his example ) to keep the way of the Lord, Gen. 18, 
19, Andbeleeving Parents ought to walk in the fieps of 
their Father Abraham, Rom. 4. 12. bringing up their chil- 
dren in the nurture andinltruftion of the Lord, Ephel. 6. 4. 
That they may conrinue in the doQtine of truth and faith 
which they. have learnedin their youth. Tram up 4 childe mn 
the way he ſhould goe, and when he ts old he will not depart from it, 
Prov. 22. 6. Joſiah proved godly betimes , 2 King. 22. 1, 3. 
David was taught of God in his youth, Pſal. 71, 17. And Sa- 
muel feared God when he -was young, 1 Sam. 2. 18, 26. & 
1' Sam. 3. Iz 10, 11,19, Timothy from a childe did know the 
holy Scriptures, 2 Tim. 3. 14415. and proved a good Mini- 
ſer of Jetus Chriſt, nouriſhed up inthe words df taith, and of 
good doctrine, 1 Tim. 4. 6. The Ele Lady's children,ſfome 
of them were found walking inthe truth, 2 Ep. John 4. O 

that every Father of a family would put on good Joſbna's 
F godly 


[40] 
godly reſolution, Joſh, 23. 15. But 4s for me and my houſe, we 
will ſerve the Lord, ; 

Andif the Kings of the earth would be the Saints Nur- 
{mg-Farhers, and rhe Queens their Nur{ng-mothers (lay- 
ing afide th2ir coercive power) to bring Z1#ns Sons in their 
Arms, and her Daughters upon their Shoulders to the Chur- 
ches and Ordinances of the Lord, ſubmitting themſelves to 
the yoke of Chrilt, it would be cheir benefit, and Zion: glory, 
Ha. 49. 22 23, compared with Ifa, 60, 4, 5 7» 84.9, 13 14) 
1593 16, 
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Verl. 9, 10, 11. 1 have compared tl , 0 my 
Love) to 8 company of Horſes in Pharaoh's 
Chariots, &c. 


CH having directed his Spouſe, where to feed, and find 

his preſence, to wity in his Ordinances, which ſhe mighe 
enjoy by following the foor-Reps of rhe flocks, thar is to ay) 
the examples" ot the Churches and Saints ( recorded in the 
Scripture of cruch , written for our learning) ro the Shep- 
herds rents, where the Apoliles and Paſtors of Chritdid feed 
his ſheep and lambs : Now.. ro the end he might ſupport his 
Church and Saints under their def] ncies,. and. comfort 
them againſt their tribulations, Chriſt doth in theſe 'three 
Verſes preſcribe them an Hearr-cheering Cordial, which his 
Spouſe muſt receive by faith in this manner ; 

Firſt, when ſhe thought ſadly of her blackneſs and defor- 
mity, which happened unco the Church by the folly of Reho- 
boam, who forſook the Law of the Lord ,, and all 1{rac! with 
him; for which cauſe Shihak, King of eAgype came up 
againlt Jerxſalem, and took ayay the treaſures of the Houſe 
2 the Lord, and 1ſrae! became his Servants, 2 Chr. 12. 1, 2 
8, 9. Thenſhe ſhould drink the loves of Chriſt, contained 
wrthis vinerh Ver, 

Secondly, 
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"Secondly, when ſhe was troubled for want of Chrifts pre- 
ſence, and was at a great loſs in ber {pirir tor wanr of his rue 
Minittery, Churches an&-Ordinances, which the knery. not 
where to'finde, nor how to enjoys Joh; 4; 19520,21. and her 
ſpiric fatled, Pſal, 143.65 7, Then ſhe might receive the 
comtorr of Chritts love manifeſted rohis Spopſe, in the 10 
& 11 Verſes. | 

Inche 9 Verſ. Chriſt comforts:the heart of his Church un- 
derthe- Service of the King of «Agypt; celling her, though 
ſhe was in ſome bondage by thar ſervile ftare under: Phayaob, 
like rhe Horſes which drew Pharaoh's triumphant Chariots, 
who were under che reins/and whip of the Drivers; yer, / 
have compared thee ( O my Love ! ) to my company of Horſes in 
Pharaoh's char;orcWherein you may obſerve, Firit rhe affe- 
&ionate and ſweet Epithite Chrilt givech unto his Church 
and Saincs, O my Love ” Secandly, the compariſon by which 
Chriſt ſerreth forth his Churches beauty, ftrengrh and come- 
lineſs under her ſervitude; By the Horſes i*= Pharaoh's 
Chart, 

I have'compared thee, O my Love ! &c, | This Epithice 
Chriſt giverh to his Spouſe,Churches,and Saints,ofrentimes in 
this Song ; and by it is intimated, that the Church is the' ob- 
x of Chrifts love, Eph. 5. 25. The greateſt out-goings of 
love and friendſhip from Chrilt is cowards his Spouſe,- his 
Churches, his Saints. Pſal. 7. 2, 53 6. 1 have loved thee with an 
everlaſting ' love, therefore with loving-kindneſs have I drawuthee, 
Jer. 31/3. Chriſt and his Saints have murual and cordial 
love one to another, 1 Joh. 4.19. They feed togerher, Rev. 
3.20. and have fellowſhip rogerher, 1 Joh. 1. 3. This gra- 
cious compellation Chritt gives his Church under her Capri- 
vity, her Bondage, her Afﬀuction. and her Servirude, when 
ſhe was like Horſes in Pharaoh's Chariot ; and that becauſe 
ſhe had forſaken the Law of the Lord; 'onely the Church 
humbled her felt and repented; and therefore chough God 
would nor deliver /ſrael from Shibak, King of e/Fgype, but 
they mult be his Servants, 2 Chr. 12.5, 6:78. yet he would 
not pour his wrath upon Jerfalems, but gran: them ſome deli- 
yerance, Becauſe he loyed them, O my Love ! 

F 2 1, Medite 
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1 Meditation, Chrilt may change the Churches Condition, 
buc he will nor change his AﬀeRtion towards her, O my Love ! 
God many times varyeth his Diſpenſations rowards his peo- 
ple, bur he never varyeth his Aﬀections, - He-may- hide. his 
Pace, but he will not withhold his Heart from his Saints, 
Compare Iſa, 57. 17 18, with Jer. 31.3, 18, 19,20. The 
Lord may alter his Actions,- but he is conltant in his Aﬀe- 
Gionsto his: Spouſe, Joh. 13.1. The Churches of: Saints, 
and the Saints in the Churches may meet with many changes 
in the worldin their outward cools but yer their Lord 
Jeſus Chritt loves them, he loves them 1n poverty, in prifon, 
1nbonds, in afflictions ; heloves his under perſecution, re- 
proach, tribulation ; he loyeth his when others are Lords 
over them, and ſerve themſelves anthem: Yea notwithftan- 
ding the changes of their condition of Soul, | yee- Chriſt is 
unchangeable in his love to his poor Saims : It they cool in 
their ſpiritual affeRions to Chritt, and fall from their firſt 
loye, yet he lavech them; It chey ( under their hours of 
Temprarion and Deſertion, or che working of ſome cor- 
ruption)- doubt, of his love ta their ſouls, and have hard 
thoughts of God; yea, and conclude againit chemſelves thac 
Chritt doth nor love chem, no, nor never will love them; yer 
Chriſt hath, doth, and will loye them with aneveclatting 
love, Jer. 31. 3. Yeazand he will love them cothe end, Job. 
13.1. Chri(t loves his Saints when others hate they re- 
proach and perſecute them ; he loves them when.they loath 
chemſelves, and are molt vile in their owne eyes, Cant.z.15, 
Behold tho art fair my Love, behold thou art fair, | 

I have compared thee to a company of Horſes in Pharaoh's 
Chariots, | or to my Mare, or my troop of Horſes, 1 have 
compared thee, or lapſed thee, or imagined thee, or thought thee 


to be like goodly Horſes fit for the battel, ' Chritit doth eiteem 
of his Churches and Saints not as they are inthemſelves, or 
inthe account of others, but as they are in himſelf, and ac- 
cording to the uſe and improvement which he will make of 
them, or the work that he 15 purpoſed to do by them, Jerem. 
51. 20.T hou art my battle-axe, and weapons of war, thou art my 
troop of Horſes, &C, 


Chrilt | 
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Chriſt compared his:Church ro his -Ef-tr00p- of 
'Horſes, to wo. declare che Rrength and _vidtocy, Which 
God would give them-over che. «© gypc:iaus,) and: aver all his 
"Charches cnemies : Inxhichreſpect'bus Rraphars.(who were 
c0 lead his peoplez' and to b&'asthe Goats: þetore the flock) 
were called the Chariors of 1ſracland the Hozſemen thereot 
2 King. 2.12. & 13.14. Andthe Lords Flock (whoarerto 
follow their kaders) is comparedto his, Horſe; inche ba 
Foy the L1rd of beſts hath viſited his flock. the houſe, of ] 
avd hath made them as his goodly horſe in the battel, Zac.1o. 35415» 
And they ſnall be 4s mighty men which tread dawn their enemic:, 
becauſe the Lord # with them, And Cant. 6.4; 20, 12, Chrilt 
compares Jeruſalem to an Army with batiners, and the Cha- 
riots of awillingpeople. - - "tet: 

'n Pharaoh's Charrs } Pharaoh was'a Name common to 
all the King: of «/£gypras Pharaoh: Neco, 2 King. 23, 29. and 
Phar dobs Hophra, Jerem. 44. 30. Sohere Pharaoh-Shiſhak,, 
2 Chr. 12.2,9, King ot «£gypt, who was an enemy unto 
Judah, 'andtnade war againlt che people of God, into whoſe 
hatids'God gave his {frarl; 2 Chr, 12.75 8. They ſball be bis 
Servanes'( ſaith the Lord:) that they may know my Service, and 
the Service of the Kingdomes of the Countries; But 1 will gram 
them deliverance, © Andthe Land of Judah ſball be a terror wnto 
&gypt, becauſe of the Councel of the Lord of Heſts, which he 
hath determined againſt it, Iſa. 19. 17, 20, So they (hall 
overcome and deltroy all their enemies, | 

2 Meditation, Chritt will ſo manage his Cauſe inthe 
hearts and hands of his Saints ( havingarmed them with the 
valour and.ftrength of his Spirit apd grace) that he will 
overcome and deſtroy all his-Enemies ! by them,” Revel, 
I7.14. L043 6 ul 

The Beaſt, and the falſe Prophet, the, Whore,. andthe ren 
Kings ; theſe ſhall make war with the Lamb, and che Lamb 
ſhall overcome them; for he is Lord of Lords, and King of 
Kings, and they that are with him are called, and chcſen, and 
faithful; Rev. 19.194 204 21. Aud, 1 ſawthe Beaſt and the 
Kings of 'the earth gathered together, to make war. againſt hins 
that ſate on the horſe | the whice Horſe, verf, 11, who _ 

3 ort 
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forth coriquaring toconquer;Rev.64244ind againithis Army, 
{ whichfollowed him upon white Horſes, verſe 14, ] » And 
the Beaſt 'mas taken, and wah bins ther falſe: Prophety and the 
Remnant were flain' wich the. ſword (of . bins that ſat on the 
Horſe, whoſe Namie is The King of Kingt, werſ, 16, By 
thels are meant afl- the Enemies of Chrilt, and of his 
Saints, | | | 
gras Chriſt compared his Spouſe, his Churches, his 

ms, unto'his goodly Horſe inthe battle, Zac. 10, 3. and 
to the Chatiots of /ſrael, and the Horſemen thereof, 2 King, 
13. 14: Alſo,toan Army wich Banners, Cant. 6. 4.10.*And 
here Chcilt compared his Saints unco a 'company of Horſes 
in Pharaoh's triumphant Chariots of Wat, and owneth chery 
for his. Troops ; ſaying, 1 have compared thee (O my Love! } 
to my Troop of 'Horſes in Pharaoh's Chariars. _ An 1pltance 
and lively reſemblance of rhe viftory ovet Chrifts | Enemies 
by his Saints, you have recorded, 2 Chr. 20.2--25,wkere we 
read, that the children -0f Ammon, Moab, and Jann Sew 
came to War againſt Feboſaphat King of Judah and Jer uſatem, 
{ a type of Chrith, his Church and Saints] that: Yauler» 
tude pitched in Hazazm-T amar; which is Engeasi, Ver. 1y 2, 
The Kmyg andall Judah gathered together = the howſe of the Lord, 
and ſtood before the Lord, and they prayed and propheſied, and ſang 
the vittory over, and the deſtyuttin of, all therr enemies, Ved, 5, 
$2,133 14, 155 22. | 

3 Meditation, The fpitit of faith in prayers and prophe- 
cyings of the Saints, will certainly effe&rhe ruine and urter 
deſtruction of all their Enemies, Zac. 4. 6, 7. Not by might 
nor by power, but by my Spirit, (auth the Lard of Hoſts, Now the 
e/Egyptians | andall otherenemies of Chriſt ] are Men. and 
not Gad ; and their Horſes are fleſh, and not ſpirit, Ila, 31, 
/.3>4>5. No weapon fo:medagainſt Zionſhall proſper, Iſa. 

54.17. Th: Governor: of Judah ſhall ſay in their hearts, the 
whabitants of Judah ſhall be my ſtrength in the Lordof Hoſts their 
God, Fac, 12. _Þ +. bas 

O ye Saints! Pray infaith, and prophehie in fairh by the 
Spiric of the Lord, and your Enemies will fall ; ye ſhall not 


need to fight, for Chriits Enemies and yours will every _ 
elp 
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help to deſtroy anocher.” 7ehoſaphat the King and the people 
of Judah were praying. Then the Spirit ot the Lord came 
upon Jahaxziel in the midtt of the Congregatton, and he ſaid, 
Ye jhall not need to fight im thisbattle, ſtand ye ſtill and ſee the ſal- 
vation of the Lord with you ; for the Lord witl be wth you, 2 Chr. 
20, 13, 143 155 1617, 18; 19, Andrhey were (o tally per- 
(waded of che victory, andot 'rhe Enemies deftryRion, that 
they ſang and praiſed God for it, before they came to engage 
che Enemy, 2 Chr. 20. 20,21,22523, 24, The King ſaid, Hear 
O Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jeruſalem, Belerve' m the Lord 
your God, ſo ſhall ye be eftabliſnext ; beleeve his Prophets, ſa ſhall 
ye proſper. And be appointed Singers unto the' Lord, and that 
ſtould praiſe the beauty of holineſs as they went out before the Ar- 
my, and to ſay, Praiſe the Lord, for his mercy endurerh for ever, 
And when they began to fing and to praiſe the Lord, the 
enemies were ſmitren, every one helped to deſtroy ano- 
ther, 
O ye Enemies of Chriſt, and of his Churches, and Saints, 
ye ſhall know that Jeſus Chriſt is King of Kings, and in 
righteouſneſs he dorh judge and make war,Rev. 19.11,13,14 
15,16. and the worm Faceb is Chrilts Bartle-Axe, Jer.51,20. 
whereby he will deſtroy Kingdomes , his praying Saints; and 
propheſying Servants, are the Lords company of Horſes , 
though now in Pharaeb's Charior, under the powers of the 
Earth, who lotd it over the Lords Heritage. The Saints are 
his goodly Horſe in the battle, and they ſhall be as mighty 
men, which tread downrheic enemies, Zac.'10, 3y 4y 5. be- 
cauſe che Lord 1swith them, | 


Verl. 10. Thy cheeky are comely with rowes of 
Tewels, thy neck, with chains of gold. 


CHriſt having fer forth the Churches Courage under her 
ivity, comparing her to his Troop of Horſes, and 
foretold her victory over all her Enemies, typed forth 


 Pharao 


* 
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Pharaoh King of egypt, whoſe Servants now they were ; 
and being {ſubdued by War, -are compared to Horſes in 
Pharaohs Chariots. He dathin this Verſe and the next fol- 
lowing deſcribe the Spouſes, the Churches, the Saints beauty 
by apt imilicudes, under the Reign of Ab;jahand 4ſa Kings 
ot Judah. 


 Thycheeks are comely, &c.] The Spouſes Cheeks are | by a» 


Senecdoche ] her face or Counrenance, which is cemely and 
beautiful inthe eyes of Chriſt, Cant. 2, 24. Thy Connmenance 
;:comelx.; The Spoule her face, cheeks, ot- Countenance is the 
Image of Chrift-iv her hearts that is het inward glory , 
Pl,45. 13. She bears che Image of the Heavenly, and her 
eyes raviſh Chrilts heart, Cant. 4. 9. Thou ha#t ravijhed my 
heart, my Siſter, my Spouſe, thou haſt raviſhed my heart with one 
of thy eyes ; Which comelyneſs is ſer forth' with Rowes ;of 
Bw. +, A Metaphor borrowed from yomen in thoſe Eaſtern 
Countries,who uſed to werr pendants, and jewels of precious 


ones by which the Propher Ezelze/ ſer forth the beaury of 


the Church of the Jews,and of every particular beleever' eſ- 
uſed unto Chriſt, Ezek, 16, 12, And I pat a jewel on thy fore- 
ad and earrings 1» thine ears;&Cc, | Thoſe Rowes of Jewels os 
Stones.are the ſpiritual Ornaments wherewirh C hriſt ador- 
neth. his Church and Saints, which, was alſo figured by the 
precious Stones inthe wall of chat great City, the holy Je- 
ruſalem, Revel. 21.1011, 194 20, Alſo thereby we may un- 
derſtand the gifts and fruits of the holy Spirits which was the 
Churches beayry, figured by thoſe precious Stones it Aaron's 
Breaſtplate, Exod, 28. 155 16, 17, 185 195 20, 21, The glory 
and beauty whereof is there deſcribed; firſt, by the Order of 
che Stones intherr rows;-for every precions Stone was fet in 

its place, and in its prder, Verſ. 17, 183, 19, 20, x 
'. 1 -Meditatwon (Order is aniOtnament unto the Churches 
and Saints of, Chtilt..Col, 4. 5ggonmeg and beholding your order, 
and the ftedfaſtneſs of your fanth im Chriſt, 1 Chr. 15.13, The 
Lord oxr God made 4 breach upon us, for that we ſought him not 
after the due order, And 1 Cor. 14. 40. Let all things be done 
decently and in order, Secondly, the glory and beauty thereof 
is declared by the Engraving of every ſtone inall the Rows, 
like 
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like the engraving of a Signet, every one- with his Name (hal 
they be y., 21, Theſe avipgs; fignifie and figure forth 
the Epiſile of Chriſt, wrizen and engraver by the ſpirit of 
God inthe hearts of his Saincs, with his ſpiricual gifts and 
ſanQifying graces, which is the. beaury and glory of the 
Church and Saints, ye,” 

2 Meditation, The Epiltle of Chriſt, writen by the ſpicix 
of the living God in the hearrs of beleevers, makes _ 
comely and beautiful in the eyes of Chriſt. x. The Saints 
are manifelily declared to be the Epiſtle of Chriſt, 2 Cor .z. 
3. 4. 2, Chriſt by his Spicic writes.his vew Name in theic 
hearts, Rev. 3.12313. Which no man knoweth, ſaving he that 
recerveth it, Rev, 2, 17. 3. The Image of Chrilt inco which 
the Sainrs are changed by the ſpirit of God, 2 Cor. 3. 18. 
and thoſe ſpicirual gifts and graces engraven npan the new 
heart of rue beleevers ; make them a Crown of glory inthe 
hand of the Lordzand a Diadem of beauty in the hand of their 
God, Iſa. 62. 2, 3. The Gentiles ſtall ſee thy Rig hteomſneſs, and 
all King i thy lory : and thou ſhalt be called by A new name. 

Thicdlyghe glory and beauty thereof is deſcribed alfo by 
the ſerrting of every ttone ip gold intheirincloſfings, ver, 20, 
Every ſpicicual gitt, and grace are ſet in Chrift ( asingold 
within the hearts of the Saints ( as intheir inclofings ) ſo 
that no gift noe grace of the ſpirit 1s alone ; Faith, love, 
meekneſs, patience,zeal,humility, and all the reſt are lincked 
and joyned together in the heart of a;poor Saint, Joh. 1. 16, 
and thus it is with every beleever in his meaſure, Epheſ.4.7 
Yea and every Saint is joyned and engrafted or ſet inte 
Chriſt ( his head of gold,Canx. 5.11, Jandalſo unicedand knic 
together unto the Church, as members of Chrifts myſtical 
body ( intheir inclofines ) Atts 2,47. 

7 Mediation, The union of the Saints in Chriſt, ( as thetr 
head) and with the Church ( as his myftical body ) al{o che 
unity of the gifrs-and graces of the Spirit in their hearts 
make them lovely and comely inthe eyes of Chrilt, 

The union of the Saints in Chrilt, is the unity of faich , 
Epheſ. 4. 13. their union with the Churchiis the unity of 
love, Col, 2, 2, the wnity of their gifts. and graces,is upity al 
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thes'Spirir, 7 Cot. '6. 17. The whole beleever is unitedrs 
whole Chriſt, ourfaict.is fairh in Chriſt, and our loye is love 
It Chriſt ; and ſo every prace in every beleever is grace in 
Chriſt, (as precious fones ſer in gold in their inclo{ings; ) and 
chisi3 che Saints beatity and ſpiricual glory, 

Thy neck,with Chains of Gold ] The neck is that patr of the 
body next the head about which men and, women did uſe 
tfowear chains of Gold, for honour and for ornament, Gen, 
47. 42. andſd are the Saints adorned, Ezek. 16. 11, / decked 
thee alſo with Ornaments, I put bracelet; upon thy hand;, and a 
Chain 0» thy neck, By chains of gold you may underſtand , 
firſt, the ſpiricual Lays of Chriſt, which are called his Toke, 
Mat. 17: 29, $6; unto which the Saints are to ſubmit their 
n:ck, atd account it their dignity, as well as their duty , 
theirprivileve, as well as their Allegiance, to be found obe- 
diept ro 2M Chrifts commandements, and obſerving of all his 
Koly Ordinances. 

4 Meditation. The Yoke of Chtiſts ſpiritual Lawes, and 
holy Ordinances prtupon the neck of his Diſciples is no 
Abridemen ofthe Saints Liberties, bur an enlargement of 
their beauty and Dignities, Mat. 11. 28, 29, 36, and Pro, 1, 
$, 9. My Son, hear the inſtruttion of | God | thy Father, and for- 
fake not the Law of thy Mather, | Jeraſalem which ic above, who 
3s the Mother of ws all, Gal. 4. 26. \ For they ſhall be an Ornament 
4 grate to thine head, "upd chams | of gold) about thy neck, 
hiriſts Lawes being obeyed and his ordinances obſerved, is 
the Churches praiſe, 1 Cor. tt. 1, 2, 1 praiſe 'y0u,' brethres, 
that Je have kept the ordinances, a; 1 delivered them wnto 
08. * 

II..By thoſe Chains of gold you may alſo underſtand 
all che graces of Chrilt, joyned together as links making one 
Chain of grace put upon the neck of a poor Saint; Pro. 3. 22, 
So fall rhey be life unto thy Sowl, and grace unto thy Neck, 

% tation, The variety of ſpiritual gifts and graces, 
which poor Saints receive from Chriſt, are a oreater beanry 
and glory unto them, than all th! Rowes of Jewels, and 
Chains of gold are tothe rich and great ones of thg world. 
Pro, 20, 15, There is gold and a multitxde of Rubies, but the m 
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of k;z1w ledge are 4 precios jewel, Cant. 4. 9, Thou haſt ra- 
W, Led my aw Siſter my + Speuſe aſe , tho haſt ravyt tu " 
heart with exe-of thine eyes, with one chain thy is Fr "te 
how is the hearr & Chit eaken wich crHEYe, it 
in the hearrs of his _ a) 

I1I, Thoſe chaizs do alſo fignihe t! PoppendPerfrarions 
which the Saints and Servants” of. ſuffer for Chit 
and the Goſpel, AR. 28.20... \Fergbe: | of Iſrael 7 ans bannd 
with thu cham, And 2 Tim, x. 6, "One was not aſha+ 
med ofthe Apoliles chain, that is to. lay, of the 
ions which he ſuffered for the Goſpel of Chrift, which ſuf 
ferings have their glory, 1 Per. 4. 14 16,17. andthe Kins 
prove more than Conquerors at laſt, Rom. 8,35, 36+ 37» 


8, 39» 
CI leditariog, , Thongs the Saints are bound witt:chaius 
of Lerfteytion under the' coercive power of- Amichrifiian 
Magiltrates, yet their chains mn theic ach are 2 ar 
glory ; and they (hall be laoſed from cheir bands and 

delivered fone ſufferipgs ) and they he 

erſecyrers ip Chains, Pſat. 1492 8, gy, JÞ*: 
all bis Saints, ta_binde Kings. 18 chaunry +968; pap boy 
judgement wruten, Luk, 19. 27. But theſ#munt onewync, which 
would" not that I ſhould reign over them bring hu bers und ſlay 
them before me. 


Thongh the chank WaS'1Þ bandsaud 1ns ended $bj- 
ſhak, King of a yer God was purpolgghiand'pt 


ro deliver hery. 2 OB..2 2.6 7» 12. 3nd terergld- Fegit ht 
the «/Egyprians her enemies ſhould came afrer her w chains 
and fall down unta her, 11a. 45. 141 by 163) 148. & 66231 
14» 15» 16422, The Sons of them that afiufied thee ſkalh came. 


a Sending uo thee, &c. * Aud 1 will plorifie pin elele 


and I mill makg thee an tteryall Een 4 G 
8 is bs tive, ; A bo 


lo7z 5+ pins 


: G1 izle 209 io Ve. 


[50] 


Verſ. 11. We will makg thee borders of gold with 
finds of ſulver. 


we former Vetſe 'was ſet forth the Churches preſent 
ury under the Government ot Abjjah, and in this Verſe 
You have a iſe of rhe Churches and the Saints furure 
Slory illuſtrated, 1. By a Reformation of Religion, 2, By 
the Execution of good Laws ; both which was performed 
in the Reign of - Aſa King of J«dgb, 2 Chron, 15, 12, 
16, 18, 

We will maks thee borders of gold) 1n this promiſe of che 
Churches future glory, obſerve, 1. The Perſon promiſing, 
God'the Father, Word, and holy Spirit, who is three di- 
vine Subſiſtences in one divine Eflence, 1 Joh. 5, 9. #e. 
2. The AQtof Gods power eftefting this promiſe, we wil 
make ; that's, create, Iſa, 65.17 18, 19, 25, 3, The thing 
profniifgd, to witsfucure glory, figured forth here, 1. by bor- 
deys of gvld\, 2: by find: of Piver. ' And 4. theperſon unto 
whom this gracious promiſe of grearer glory is made, Thee, 
which is the Chntch and Sainrs of God, Iſa, 60. 1, 2,7, 15, 
199.20, 21, 32, 

| The words of this Verſe being granted by all Expoſitors 
to be ( in the Myſterie of this Scriprure ) Chriſts promiſe co 
his Church of farure glory: Andrthis word [#*] exprefling 
the Perſon thar made this promiſe,it muſt neceſſarily be un- 
detfiood ro be Chriſt, unto whom this word of the plural 
Number [#} may as properly be applyed as che word |#s] 
Gen. 1, 26. L*t ws make mas in our image, For by him were 
all chings created, Col, 1, 16, 17,18. Me, that is to ſay, 
Chriſt, whois\God, Rom. 9. 5. the Father, Iſa. 9. 6. the 
Word, Rev. 19.13. and the holy Spirit, 2 Cor. 3:17. which 
are one in Eſſence, and three in wicneſs, 1 Joh. 5.7. And 
therefore He is often in the Scripture of trur deſcribed by a 
word of the plural Number; and ſo here , #* will make, 
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1 Mediation, The great myiterie of the Trinity in Unity 
and Unity in the Trinity, is unveiled and revealed inthe 
Face of Chrilt,by rhe Spicit of God and Word of the Scri- 
pture,umo rhe hearts of Beleeyers, 2 Cor, 4. 6. 
The only way of the true and right knowledge of God, 
'is by Chrilt, Joh. 1.18, No manhath ſeen God at any time ; 
the onely begotten Son, which i in the boſome of the Father, he 
hath declared bym, Chrilt is the Image of che inviſible God, 
Col. 1, 15. the Brightneſs of his glory, and the Character 
of his ſubſtance, Heb. r. 3. By whom God giveth forth a 
perfect repreſentation and maniteſtarion of himſelf, John 
14.9. He that hath ſeen me, hath ſeen the Father, And 
Verſ. 7. 1f ye had known me, ye ſbould have known my Father 
alſo. 
po that in Chriſt, God the Father, the Word,and the holy 
Spirit, ( whoare the Trinicy, or three divine Subfiltences, 
that bear record in heaven, 1 Joh. 5.7.) is to be ſeen and 
known, as by Natne, Image, and Operations ; and that in 
the unity of the divine Nature , for theſe three are one, 
x Joh. 5.7. Iristhe incommunicable privilege of Chriſt, 
to behold and enjoy the full viſion and fruition of God, Matt, 
11.27. As be and bis Father is one, Joh. 10, 3. God doth 
make known himſelf unco his Saints by Chrilt, 2 Cor. 4. 4:6. 
Ashe is Emamnxel,God with us,Mar. 1. 23. who manifefteth 
himſelf unto Beleevers, Joh. 14. 20, 21. At that day ye 
ſhall brow that I am in the Father, and you in me, and I im 


on, 
: We will make thee) Conſider here”. The good pleaſure of 
Gods will, we will, This favour is not forced, it's free- 
grace which Chriſt promiſerh his Spouſe, his Church, his 
Saincs, 

2 Meditation, It's mercy, not merit, that moved Chrilt to 
give his Sainrs grace; and to promiſe his Chucch furnre glory 
And if God wit love the Saints freely, Hol. 14.45. pardon 
theic ſins for his owne ſake, Iſa. 43. 214224332425. & jnltifie 

freely,Rom. 3. 24.ſanRifie chem & ſave them by grace, 
Eph. 2. 8, Whar hath avy poor toſſed, rempred, troubled 
Soul to ſay againlt this rich and free grace of God rowards 
G 3 poor 
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-p»ar finn2rs in Jeſus Chriſt > Rom, g, rg, 16, For heſaith, 
1 wilt have mercy on whom 1 will have mercy, and I will have 
compaſſion on whom I will have compaſſion. It's Gods 300d 
will. Soif Godwill glarifie the houfe of his olory, and 
make th2 place of his feer ( his Zion ) glorious, Ia, 60, 
7» 133 15. evenan external excellency, Who hath any thing 
to ſay againlt it > We wilmakg thee, | 

Conider 2.the A of Chrilts _ To make is to create, 
Iſa, 65.18, Behold, I create Jeruſalem 4 rejoyeing, and hey peo- 
ple a joy; which is thus expreſſed, Iſa. 66. 15, I will make 
thee an eternal —— joy of many generations, 11.458, 
I the Lord have created it. What the hand of rhe Lord doth, 
he is aid co create, Iſa. 41. 20. 

3 Meditation, The Saints grace and glory both in the be- 
innings and encreafings thereof, are the Operations of God 
che Father, the Word, andthe holy Spirit, t 

We will make theey&Cc.\ 1. A nei Creature,Eph;2, 10; For 
we are his workmanVip created in Chriſt Jeſms, &c. "Whoſo- 
ever 15 in Chriſt is that, new creature, 2 Cor. 5.17. II, A 
Renewed inward man, 2 Cor. 4. 16. The mward man-»4 re- 
newed day by day ; the inward man is the New many the 
Man within, the hidden Man of the hearr, the ſpiritualman, 
the Man in Chritt, who is renewed daily by the Spirie of 
God, Tit. 3,4 5567. II. A New Jersſalem , Rev. 21, 
25 3» 55 65 7. Behold, [ create Jeruſalem a rejoycing, &c, Ila. 
65.18, T1 will gferifie the houſe of my glory , Iſa, 60, T5 

I3»15, PR 

Now all this grace and glory is figured out here by Ber- 
ders of gold, and Studs of filver. Or, by Rows of gold, and 
Specks or knobs of ſilver, Theſe Borders or Rowes, kenife J 
comely and orderly diſpoſing of rhings for honor and orna- 
ment. Iſa. 54. 11s 12y 13. And dll thy borders of pleaſant 
fone: And hereby was typed forth the Richreoulpeſ of 
the Iſrael of God atrer the Spirit in rhe Lords potrion of his 
Holy .land, Compare Ezek. 45. 1, 2. with Ifa. 60. g1- 

And by Stud:, Speckss or Knobs of ſilver , which were 
ereater beauty, luſtre and glory unto the Church and Saints; 


you, may underſtand rhe variety of ſpiritual gifts and Ffaces 
yet 
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yet more plentifully beſiowed upon the Churches andSaints 
1n Goſpel times, x Cor, 13. 4+ 5 6. 7, $, 9, 10, 11, Which 
Chritt here promiſed to give unto them, 

4 Meditation, The Miniltrations of the Spirit under 
the Goſpel, with the gitts and graces accompanying the 
ſamezate much more glorious andexcellent than thoſe under 
the Luv, 2 Cor. 3. 7 8 94 10; 11. therefore called, 1, the 
miniſtration of the Spirit, Yerſ.8, II, The miniſtration 
of Righteouſneſs, Verſ. 9. And III, the Excellency appeared 
in that the miniſtrations of the Goſpel are to: remain, 
Ver. 11, 


—C__—— 


Verl. 12, 13, 14. While the King ſitteth at his 
Table, my Spikenard ſendeth forth the ſmel, 


thereof, &c. : 


if BAGC verſes contain the Spouſe's commendation of the 
exC-llencies of her beloved Lord Jeſus,by the Redolency 
of thoſe ſanifying fruits of his holy Spirit, which Chrilt had 
communicared unto her; the Fragrancy and Odoriferous 
ſweetneſs whereof ſhe doth Mectaphorically illuſtrate by 
three excellent Spices ina continued Allegory, 
" Inthis 12% verſe,are rwothings eſpecially to be obſerved, 
Firſt,the Mutual FeMowſhip between Chriſt and his Spouſe, 
ms Churches, his Saints. The King ſ#teth at hi: Table, I will 
ſorp with him, and he with me,Rev. 3, 20. Truly our fellowſhip 
1s with the Father, and with hi: Son Jeſus Chriſt. 1 Joh. 1. 3. 
Secondly, the Effe& of her fellowjhip+with her beloyed, to 
wit, the Odour, and Sayour of her ſpirirual gifcs and fruits. 
My Spihnard ſendeth forth the ſmel thereof. 2 Cor. 2.14. Now 
chanks be to God, which alwayes cauſerh us to triumph in 
Chriſt, Y maketh manifeſt the Sayour of his knowledge by 


us in every place. 


While the King) The King ( inthe hiſtory of this Scripeure) 
was 
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was Jehoſaphat, the King of Judah, who reformed religion, 
ſent his Princes to teach in the Cities of Judah ; and with them 
he ſent Levite:, and they tang ht the people, 2'Chron. I7. 53 8, 9, 
By the King ( in the myſtery of rhis Scripture ) is meant the 
Churches beloved Lord Jetus » who 1s King of Sion, Pſal, 
2, 6. Yet have 1 ſet my King upon my holy bil of Sion, And 
- Chriſt ( in the ſpiritual ſenſe of this Scripture ) is the King 
of Saints. Rev. 15. 3. Juſt and true are thy wajer thou King of 
Saints, 

x Medication, The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the King of Saints, 
and the King of Sion, and ſhall be King over all the Earth, 
Rev. 15. 3. Pal. 2, 6. & Zach. 14. 9. 

I The Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſerteth up his Kingdome of grace 
in the hearts ot beleevers, Luk. 17. 20. The kingdome of 
God is wichin you. This is the kingdome of Gods grace , 
which reignerh through righteouſneſle, unto eternal life by 
aqga Chriit our Lord, Rom, 5. 21. The Lord 1s our King and 

will ſave us. Iſai. 33. 22, Thus Chriſt is Throned and 
Crowned'in the day when any ſoul is eſpouſed unto him as 
a Chaſt virgin, 2 Cor.11, 2, Go forth ye Daughters of Jeruſalem, 
and behold King Salomen with the Crown, wherewth hu Mother 
crowned him. i: the day of his eſpouſals,Cant. 3. 11. The Love of 
which eſpouſalsJeſus Chrittnever forgetterh,Vur it is always 
freſh upon his heart, *Jer. 2. 2, 3. Iremember thee; the kind- 
neſs of thy youth, the love of thiee eſpoulſals. | 

2 The Lord Jeſus Chrilt ſerrerh up his kingdome in Ston, 
amongſt his Saints in his Churches, in Goſpelrimes: this was 
torerold by his holy Prophers, Iſai. 244.23. when the Lord 
of hoſts ſhall reign in mount Sion, even in Jerwſalem: allo 
Micah. 4. 6. 7. [n that day, ſaith the Lord, will I aſſemble her 
that baltth and [ will gather her that is driven ont,and her that I 
have affited, and I will make her, that halteth a remnant, and her 
that waicaſtfar off,a great Nation, & the Lord ſbal reign over then 
19 mount Sion from hence forth even for ever, Which Prophe- 
ties were in part felfilled, when Chric came inthe fleſh, 
Zach. 9sgy.16.| & Joh. 12. 15. Fear not O Daughter of Sion, 
behold thy K mg cometh,) Called his 1, Apoſtles ad initruct- 
2d tham concerning his kingdome, AQs 1, 3, The __— 

the 
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the Xingdome of his Church, of Zion, he gave to his Apoſtles, 
Mar, 16. 18, 19. 

3 The Lord Jeſus Chriſt will ſer up his Kingdome ont 
Earth, in this world, to wir, a Kingdome of righteouſneſle, 
Pla. 45.6. & Heb.1.8, Bur unto the Son, God faith, 7hy 
Throne O God us for ever and ever, a Scepter « Righteouſneſſe 13 
the Scepter of thy Kingdome,-Iſa. 32. 1. Behold a K ing ſhall raign 
in Righteouſneſſe, Ter. 23. 5, 6. Anda King ſhall raign and proſ- 
per, and this 1: his Name, whereby he ſtall be called, 1 he Lord our 
Righteouſneſſe, he ſhall execute Judgement and Juſtice in the Earth, 
& ler, 33.14 153 16. The open vition, of this kingdome of 
Chrilt is givento rhe fairhfull witnefles, who ſhall riſe and 
Propheie, ſaying, 7 he Kingdomes of ths world are become the 
King dome: of our Lord, and of his Chriſt, and he ſhall rasgn for 
ever and ever, Rev, 11, 33 447» 1112315517. The God of 
Heaven will ſet up this kingdome of Chrilt, in the dayes of 
the Kings of the world, Dan. 2. 44. And will give it unto 
Chrilt his Son, Dan. 7. 12 13 14. and to his Saints, Dan, 7. 
27, Andall Dominions ſhall ſerve and obey him, 

This King hath three ſorts of Enemies oppoſing him in 
theſe his kingdomes,who ſay, ( as thoſe Citizens dig Luk. 19. 
14. ) We will not have this Man to rarign over us, Concerning 
whom Chriſt will ſay,( as that Noble Man did in the Parable 
rouching che kingdome, Luk, 1 9. 27..) But thoſe mine Enemies, 
which would not that I ſkould reign over them, bring buher, and 
ſlay them be fore me. 

Firſt rhe natural Man is an Enemie unto Chriſts kingdome 
of grace, Rom, 8. 7. The carnal mind i emnity againſt God, The 
Natural Man recerveth not the things of the ſpirit of God, 1 Cor. 
2, 14. But is alienited and an Enemy to Chriit,and the king- 
dome of his grace inthe hearts of his people, through wic- 
ked works, untill hz be converted and reconciled, Col. 
I, 21, 

Secondly, The man of (in, and Son of Perditionis an Ene- 
mi: unto Chriits kingdome 1n $10n, 2 Thel. 2. 33 43 7» 8. ho 
oppo{eth and exalteth himſelfe above all that # called God, or thar 
1s worſhiped, and that 1nthe Temple of God ( the Churches 
of Chriſt io called, Ephe!, 2.1$:20,21422, ) This ss Antichriſt 
H that 
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that denyetb' the Father and the Son, x Joh. 3. 22. The Beaſt, 
falſe Prophet, who would keep the p eople of Godin 
ton, and would not fuffer them to retur n to Sion, bur 
makes war againl(t Chriſt and his Saipts. Rev. 19. 19) 20, 21. 
And the was taken, and with him the falſe Prophet, who de- 
cerved them, that had received the mark of the beaſt andihem the 
worſbiped his Jmage, and were deſtroyed, 

Thirdly,A Mighry Man, who ſhall ariſe and will be an 
Enemy unto Chcilts Kingdome in the earth, As Dveg againlt 
David, Pſal. 52.4, 5467. Or as Herod againlt Chrilt, Math, 
2.132316, Or that other Herod with his Men of war,who ſer 
Chritt at nought, Luk, 23. 11. The great day of the the Lord 
15.neer, it is neer, and hatteth greatly, even the yoyce ofthe 
day of the Lord; The mighry. man ſhall cry there bitrerly, 
Zeph.. 1.:4 6.89, 12, 14: This: mighty. man is he, that in 
the time of the forth kingdome upon earth ſhall ariſe after 
the ten Kings are riſen : Ard he ſhall be divers from them, 
and he ſhall ſubdue chree Kings or Kingdomes, And the 
Saims{ball be:given into his hands for 24 monerhs, Bur the 
judgment ſhall fit, and they ſhall rake away his Dominion to 
conſume and to deſtroy. itto the end. Dan, 7. 23 24» 35) 
26) 27, 

Siteth at his Table) \xO02 JIANG W, #hile the King 
was in his Rownd, This manner of ſpeaking alludech unto the 
Jewiſh Form of Sitting ar che Table, the Hebrews were wont 
to fit round about the Table at their Feaſts, ma Circumte- 
rence or Circles x Sam, 16. 11, [N2 WK2 T1 203 KN 17] Foy 
we will not Round | the Table | iill he come hither, Which Phraſe 
ſhewerh, that Chriſt did nor fir ar Table and Sup alone, but 
was accompanied with his Saints.Luk, 22.30, T hat ye may eat 
and drink, as my Table in m Kingdome, This Kingdome 1s 
his Church, the Keyes whereot he gave unto his Apoliles, 
Mar. 16. 18, 19. And his Table in his Kingdome is the Lords 
Table, to wit, his holy Ordinatices (eſpecially that of the 
Lords Supper, x Cor. 10, 21, Called the Lords Table ) where 
Chriſt firs and Soups with. his Saints, As the Tabernacle , 
wherein God was preſem,wi$f@vunded about with the Elders 
of Jſrael, Num, 11,2425, wiGod pur. his\picric hy tr 
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wherein were his ordinances,caltedhis Table, Mal. 17, 8,9. 
So the Throne whereon Chritt furerh ( ro wit his Church 
wherein are his Ordinances, and his Table, x Cor, 11, 2, ) 
was ſurrounded with the 24. Elders clorhed in white Ray- 
ment,Rey, 4. 2, 4. which Elders were his Sainrs, his Spouſe, 
the Bride, the Lambs wife, for the fme {inven { which was 
their white Rayment | is the righteonſneſſe of Saints,Rey, 1 9. 
6» 7» 8, 9, | 

2 Meditation, Chrift and his Saints, do enjoy murual 
communion and ſpiritual fellowſhip one wich another, ar 
the Lords Supper, and in all other his holy Ordinances, 1 Cor. 
10, 155155 17.1 ſpeak, as unto wiſe men Judg ye what I ſay, The 
Cup of bleſſing, which we bleſſe ts it nor the communion of the blead 
of Chrift > 1 be bread which we break, 4s 1t not the communion of rhe 
bedy of Chriſt t | 
Chrift Sups with his Saints, and the Saines Sap wich Chriſt, 
in his holy Ordinances, Rev. 3. 20, Behold 1 fland ar the dow 
td kyock.; If any mas hear my voyee, andopey the door , I will 
in to him, and ſup with him, and he with me, Chcilt giverh 
incs ſpiritual Bread, hidden Manna, New-wine and 
of bite ar tus Sopper, ard in his @rdinances, avd bids 
them, Eat O friends, and drinks yea drink;abundantly, O biloved, 
Cant. 5. 1. Thus Chriftt maketh chem a Feaſt of fat _— 

full of marrow ( full of divine ſweetnefle, and comfore int 
enjoyments of himſelfe ) and wine on the Lees well refined, 
(abundance of his holy Spiric reviving and refreſhing the 
Souls of his poor hunger-thirfting _— in his holy Ordi- 
nances,I{a. 25. 6. The Saints when they (vp with Chrit;have 
meat and drink, which others know not of. Thoſe beleevers, 
who ſleight or negleR any of the holy Adminiſtrations and 
Ordinances of God, do want that fellowſhip with the Fa- 
ther, and thar communion with Jeſus Chriit 11y the Spirte 
which other beleevers do enjoy, 1 Joh. r, 1, 24 3,4. That 
which we have ſeen with our eyei, and owr hands have handled, of 
the word of life declare we unto you, that ye alſo may have fellow- 
ſhip wth me, And truly our fellowſhip ts with the Father, and with 
hus Sou Jeſus (hrift. O dear Freings | be not wanting to your 
precious ſouls,cither in ſleighring or negleCting the Nrdinan- 
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ces of God,why ſhould you cry,O my leannete,my barrenneſs, 

> Seins Chrilt in the great day ot the Feaſt, (tands & cryes 
If any man thirft let him come to me and drink; Joh. 7.37 38,39, 
How unkindly doye deal with Chriſt, to {leight and neglect 
or refuſe his gracious Invitations, to heavenly banquers at 
his Table > Iſa. 50.1. & Rev. 22. 17. The ſpirit and the bride 
ſairh Come and take the water of life freely, 

My Sprikenard ſendeth forth the ſmell thereof | Theſe words 
declare the effect of rhe Spouſe's fellowſhip with her beloved 
the Lord Jeſus Chritt : the King while he ſat at his Table, 
Spikenard isa very pleaſant and precious fruit and of grear 
eſtimation, | Plin, ib, 12, cap. 12. ] ſuch was that Oynt- 
ment, wherewith Mary anoynted our Saviour Jeſus Chrilt, 
unto his Burial, Mark.14. 8, & Joh. 12. 3. Thex took, Mary 
a pound of Oywtment of Sprkenard,very coſtly, and anoymed the feet 
of Jeſus, and the =_— was filled with Odour of the Oyntment, By 
this Odoriferous Nard you may underſtand the ſpiritual gifts, 
and ſanRifying grates of Chrilt in the hearrs of beleevers, 
which in theic communion with Chrilt, do ſend forth a "1 
lent ſweet Savour, Cant. 4. 13s 143 15 16, Y 

3' (Meditaion, The Fruits and« Graces of the Spir 
the hearts of beleeyers ated and drawn forth by Chrilt, in 
their communion with him in his holy Ordinances, give a 
ſweet Savour, Ezek. 20. 40, 41. For 1n my holy Mountain, ſaith 
the Lord God, there ſhall all the houfe of Jſrael ſerve me, there 
will I require your offrings, with all your boly things, aud there will 
1 accept them, I will accept you with your ſmeet Savour, & Cant, 
4.10, The ſmell of the Spouſe's Oyntments is better then 
all ſpices, & Cant, 7. 13. The Mandrakes give 4 ſmell, and at 
our gates are all manner of all pleaſam fruits, new and old , which 1 
have laid up for thee, O my beloved, They are not only a ſweet 
ſmelling ſavour unto ChriR, bur unco others alſo, 2 Cor.2.14) 
x 5. Nov thankes be unto God , which alwayes cauſerh us to 
triumph ipChriſt,end make: b manifeft the ſavour of his knowledy 
by #: in every place, 
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Verſ. 13. 4 Bundle of Mirthe is my.well beloved 
unto me : be ſhall lie all. night 'betwixt my 
breaſts. | | 


IN this verſe you have, Firft, The Spouſe, the Churches, the 

Saints high efteem o: Chriſt; declared, 'z. By her compel- 
lation, my w:ll-beloved, 2, By a fit compariſon, A: a bundle of 
Mirrhe unto me, Secondly, The Syoule's holy Reſolution to 
entertain Chrilt into nearelt and dearett communion, He ſhall 
the all might between my breaſt: 

A Bundle of Mirrhe &c. | Mirrhe was one of the. principal 
Spices in the holy oyntment. Exod. 30. 2 3. It was. offered to 
Chriſtat his Birch, Mat, 2. 11. and wich it his body was a- 
nointed at his death. 19, 39,40. Ir was uſed alſo in perfums 
Canr, 3. 6. and was of aſweerginell. Cant, 5, 5.and called 
pure Myrrhe, Exo. 30. 23. Pliny. Lib. 12, cap. 16; 'report- 
eth;thar thereisan Odoritecouscree called the Micrhe-cree, 
that ſweateth out a ſweet Gum, which 1s called Srafte, or 
Mirrhe, bitter in caſt, but ſweet in ſmell, unco this. bitrer- 
ſweer Gum, the Spouſe compares Chritt crucityed, whoſe 
ſufferivgs though very bitter unco him, were exceeding 
{ect and Soveraign unto her. 1b | 

1 Meditation. The bitter Agony and ſufferings bf Chrift 
applyed by the Spirit; and faith unto poor Souls are exceed- 
ing ſweer, Epheſ. 5.2. Chrift bath loved ns, and hath groen 
himſelfe for #«, an offermg , and a ſacrifice to God, for a ſweet 
ſmelling Savour, The fclowſhip ofChrilts {ufferivgs make - 
etch the Spouſes fingers drop: with:{iveer fmeling. Mirrhe , 
Phil. 3. 10. & Cant. 5.5, Andhis lips ( ro wit, his promiſes 
of pardon and grace, ſpoken-unto the hearts of his Sainrs ) 
drop ſiveer ſmelling Micrhe, char is to ſay are full of divioe 
ſweerneſle, Cant. 5. 22. 

A bundle of Mirrhe,or a bag of Mirrhe ] By which Mctaphot 
15 implyed, Fict,the abundance & yariery of ſpiritual —_— 
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j-ncies in Chriſt, to wit, of che Spicit and of ſpiritual bleſ- 
ſings, Epheſ. 1. 3. Secondly.a plentitul preſeryative againit 
rhe infection of lin and it's 41l Savour,. yin is laid tobe (caled 
up ina bag or bundle; Job. 14. 17. which fenderh forch 
ay il Layout; and;is very\ bitter yea. and. infefting ro the 
heares of Chriſtians ; therefore by taith' Chritt crucibed, is 
compared to abundle of Mirrhe, thar the benifirs of his death 
and reſurre&tion may comfort and preſerve the Soules of 
beleerets from the bicterneſſe and deadly infettion of ſm, and 
his pardoning {apQifying grace may be a ſweet fmelling Sa- 
vour inthe ſoul, © | S: | 

2 Meditation, Chriſt is malt ſweet unto poor Souls, 
when fn/is moſt bitcer. Rom. 7. 225 23, 241 25. O wretched 
Mas that 1 am, who ſhall deliver me fromthe body of this Death ? 
I thank Grd through Jeſme Chriſt owr Lord; Whena Soul is under 
che conviction of tip, fees bis: loft-and+ periſhing eftate, is 
croubled and burthened, with the guilt and polution of his 
iniquity, Oh how ſweect is the love of Godin Chriſt, applyed 
by fairh 18 a promiſe of gracegnto his heart by the Spiric of 
God p- And what anvexcellene [Soveraign cordial is Chriſt; in 
any ofthe promiſes, duties, or ordinances untoa wounded 
conſcience, an afflicted Spirit, and poor diſconſolate Soul; 
troubled for his fins > Iſai. 61. 1 2,3, & Mat. 11. 28, 29, 
Come wnte me all ye that labour, and are heavy laden and 1 will 
gine J8ureſt, and you ſhall find reſt unto your Souls, 

He ſball lye all mig be betwixt my breaſts, |) By Brea#t: are here 
meant ohearts ot belcevers;which is Chritts bed-Chamber, 
Cart. 3, 7. where he who is her beloved Lord and husband, 
is moſt really and: cordially entertained by his Spouſe into 
neareſt and deareſt Communion of che Marriage-Covenant, 

3\Metiterion, A Chriſtians bearc is Chrilts Lodging, Eph, 
3. 17, Chriſt dwelsin their beares' by faich. Pla; x 52. 135 14. 
Thiss ney -reft for ever, hurt will.4 dwel, for 1 have defired it, O 
bleſſed Guelt | My well-beloved Lord Jefus Chriſt, ſhall 
have my whole heart for his Bed-chamber, and he ſhall lye 
all night berwixt my breaſts. The Saints defirero have theit 
hears prepacedus 'gbedof Spices; to emerrain' their ſpiricual 

Hmband, with faith; love; axctail other ftuits: of the Spirit, 


Cant, 7. 


Cant. 9. 13, And Chcilt NP \_._- the Saints heatts with his 
Mirrhe, to wit, his Spirit and grace, Jam; 4. 6. t: 
By Nyghr you may underſtand, firſt, a rime of teſt, peace» 
and pleaſure, Iſa. 31. 4. with Eccle. 2. 23. The Sponſe could 
not reit without the preſence and enjoymeur of her Lord 
Jcſus Chrilt. It a poor Soul lodg upon a bed of down, it can- 
not reſt unleſle it have Chriſt in his armes, what outward 
peace; pleaſure and quiet enjoyments ſoever, a gracious Soul 
may'poſleſle in this world, yet it cannot reſt nor be ſarisfied 
without the. boſome loves of-Chriſt, The Saul hath no.peace, 
rakes no pleaſure in any Creature-Comfotes,unlefie it have 
the imbracings of Chriſt, whatſoeyer creature-enjoyment or 
Concentmenc Beleevers have in this life,yer they reſerve 
theic hearrs for Chriſt; and for his loving kindneſe. 

4 Meditation, Gracious Souls cannot reſt farisfied in alf cre$- 
ture-enjoyments \withour the preſence, loves, and manifeſta- 
tions of Jeſus Chriſt, Canr. 3. 14 23 3» 4 Chriſt is the toppf 
all rhe ney creatures contentments, Col. 3.11, The Lord 
Jeſus is che cheit of all che ___ man's relations, Canr, 5, 
10, 16. None lierh ſo near the Spouſes. heatr as her we 
beloved her (piritual Husband only is admitted into. ſecret 
communion with her heart, he ſhall lie all night berwixrmy 
Breaſts. 

Secondly, By Night you may alſo underftand a time of 
aflicion, Lam. 33-14 2. whether through dark defertion, or - 
ſtormy Temptation &c, Wherher through wiolent porters 
tion , or prevalent Corruption &c2 However ir 1s Mt 
with che Spouſe, the Churches, the Siints cf God, whyh 
are under,any ſuch kind of Diſpenſations, and durifg that 
dark and cloudy diſpenſation, the Spouſe molt affeXionarely 
defices heart communion with her beloved.  * : to 

5. Meditation, Chritt hath moſt of his Sp: e's affeftions, 
when ſhe is exerciſed with "greateſt afflictions. Cane. 5, 8. 
Thenſbe was ck of love , ſhe could not live without Chrift 
in her armes, 'in/hes boſome, yea in her very heart, he ſhall 
he all the night (to witzof affliction,cemytatipp,perſecurions 
and deſertion-) berwixc wy beat LH | rt-werk- 
ings have gracious Souls atter-C At undes ir ont 
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ſations, afore mentioned! How are their defires enlarged, 
and their loves encreaſed at ſuch times towards Jeſus Chriſt! 
And ifhedelay his coming and communion wirh chem, then 
they ſuddainly grow heatt-fick far _his Ss Cant. 2. 4: 
F 6. Stay,me with flagon:,comfort me with apples, for 1 am ſich. 
of love, 
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Verſ. 14. My Beloved is unto me as a cluſter of 
Champhire in the Vineyard of Enged;. 


JÞ this verſe the Spouſe further ſetteth forth the Excellen- 
cies of Chrilt her beloved, by another Metaphor, to wit, 

Camphbire,amplifyed firit, by the yung of it, A cluſter of Cham- 

phire,ſecondly, by place thereof, 1» the vinyards of Engeds. 

My beloved i wnto me, Oc, | That which I would have you 
eſpecially to obſetye in theſ@words is the Spovſe's Proprier 
of taith unto whole Chriſt, My beloved, doth expreſle an a 
of faith ; My Lord and my God. Joh, 20. 28, 29, alſo of affet- 
-10n, My beloved freind, Cant, 5.16. This 4s my beloved, and 
this 14 my fred, My Beloved Father, lia. g.6.8& 2 Cor. 6.18, 
1 will be a Father unto you,and ye ſhall bee my Sons and Daughters, 
and my beloved hu:baxd, Hol. 2.7, 16, 19, 20, Thowſl all call me 
Ihi,that is ro ſay, my Haxsbond. ' 

1 HMeatation, They who are eſpouſed unto Chriſt in 


ſpiritual relation, ſhould be conftant in their ſpicirual affe- ' 


ion unto him ; Chrift loveth his ro the end, Joh.a 3. 10, ſo 
ſhould every Beleeyer love him for ever, Pſa. x16. 1. & 
Mar. 22. 37, | 
Souls ought port to coole ſm their ſpiritual affteftions 
unto Chriſt Jef ns; Jer, 2.5.13. Th: ſaith the Lord,phat Ini- 
quity have your Fathers fourd in me, that they are gone,far from 
me > Chriit doth rake ir unkindly that any beleevers ſhould 
leayetheir firſt love, Rev. 2, 4. And this th:y do, firit, when 
they negleRt co live by Faith, Heb. 3. 12. Secondly, when 
they growin2ſecure.& cateleſſe;do neglect holy duries,Cant, 
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5. 2» 3:4» Thirdly, when they cicher fafl. into ſome grof® 
Sin, or allow themſelves in.jome ſecret luit, Heb. 3. 13+ 
which hardeneth the hearr, 

The Spouſe did not only profeſſe her-. fairh! in owning 
Chrit and declate her aftettion rowards: him in calling! 
Chriit her beloved, My beloved is mine, Cant. 6. 3. Bur (he 
coth allo refiity her Experience of Chrilt, ſaying, My beloved 
« wntome,&c, whereby the Spouſe doth appropriarce whols 
Chrilt unto herſelte, and ſpeaking inthe Singular Number, 
ſhe wobld reach every. particular Church, and every indivi- 
dual Saint.to apply whole Chrilt by taith untothe:mielves. 

2 Meditation,” Ftith doth apply whole Chrilt rmto every 
particular Saint, and makes them ſing, Ay beloved is mixe, 
Chriſt i mine, /My Lord and my God, Joh. 20. 28, 29. 

My beloved ac unto me; | | | 

All that Chrilt is,. that he jsto mey, A friend rome, A. Fa 
ther ro me an husband to me, Chriltis light ro mes and lite 
tome, He is W:iſedome, Righteouſneſſe:Santtification und Redems- 
ptain unto. me, 1 Cor, 1. 30. Chrutis my joy,. my Comtort,' 
my peace, .my . Mediator, my Advocate, my Saviour, yea! 
Chrilt 15 all andanall tome; Col. 3, 114 62. f! > 

Whatſoever the Scripture of truch witnefſerh. that Chrilt is: 
unco thoſe who have-umton in himwrelation ro him, and coam- 
munion with him bp che Spirit and Faich,Chriit is the ſame 
unto every individual beleever. And none know experimen» 
tally what Chciltisco his Spouſe hits Churches, his Saines bor, 
chote/Sovis; that have the Commumtcations of himſelt, of his. 
holy Spirit. & of bis ſaving-ſanctifying grace,applyed byfaick! 
unto themſelves, Rev. 2.17. None as receives. . 

Who knoweth that vivine light; life. and- glory, | whick is: 
revealed by rhe Spirit in the heart '©3 a bekeever but biniſelf > 
1 Cor. 2. 9+ 10,11 12. Or who cantell: whac ſpiritual comes 
forts what refreſhing joys, ard what unſpeakable many 6 
{us Chriſtts unto ary poor Soul, ſave he or'ſhe;cthar do-enwy 
itz and himfelf wuhig x Pet. 1. 2, 558; Ye rezoyce wuh 
joy unſpeakable and tull of glory throuchbelcevwgnn Chai, 
Oblefed Sdintld WhatesChG:t 6 rhee a 1 yibao)%4 
My beloved 5 unto 'mey) the cheefeſt, of Tewihowfind), ew 
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my Lore, Phil. 3.8. my King, Rev. 15.3, my Saviour, Tir, 
x. 4. avd my All, Col. 3.11, O finver! What is Chiilt 
rothee > | 

Chriſt is nothing to me, I ſee noform nor comlineſle in 
tum, (aich the ignaram, inap2nitenc, unbeleeving toner, Ja, 
F3- 1424 3. thar I ſhould defire him, Away with him, cru- 
City him, We will not have this man to reign over mw, Luk, 19.14, 

Say ze to the Righteoxs that it ſpall be well with him, wo unts 
the wicked it ſhall be ill with him, wo unto their Soul, For they 
have rewarded evill wnto themſelves, Iſa. 3.9, 10, 11. & Luk, 
19. 27, 

eAs a Cluſter of Camphire | The word | __ is ſometimes 
taken for the Name of a Tree called a Cyprefle Tree, which 
preſerveth from pucretation, and yeeldeth a ſweet Savour, 
Ando the Septuagint Tranſlation renders the word here, 
| 86754 x6 w54 advacrd\is av it] A Cluſter of Cypreſſe i4 my 
beloved unto me, This Cyprefle, is a Tree, ſhrub, or plant 
of rare virtue and operation, whoſe fruit grew in great 
Cluſters, which were both beautifull , and medicinal, alſo it 
ſgmifyerh a Propitiation,Deu. 21.8.an Expiation,Pro.21. 18. 
and a Ranſome, Iſa. 43. 3; And ſothe Spouſe here may have 
reference to the: work and fruit of Chriits death, whereby he 
became «4 Cluſter of Redemption unto his Chutch; for as a 
Cluſter conliltech of many berries compa$t rogerher: 1n one 
banch ; ſo the Redemprtion.of Chriſt hath all ſaving mercy; 
ſanRiifying grace, andeverlatting love' compacted rogerher, 
andall havetheir fragrancy, 'and ſpiritual Operation in the 
Applicatian thereof nnto beleevers;Epheſ.5.2.Cbrift alſo hatb 
laved ws, end bath given bimſelf for wan Offering, and a Sacri- 
fice to God for a ſweet ſmelling Savor. | 

3. Meditation, The Benefurs which beleevers have by the Re- 
deragtion of Chriſt oracifyed are very many, very efficacious, and 
very ſweet. | 

Firkt, In general, all Spiricual blefines in- heavenly things 
in Chriſt Jeſus are theBenefits of our Redemprion by Chriit. 
Epheſ. 1: 3445» 65/7 . | | 

Secondly. In the particular, Ourunion by Faith, the Par- 
gon of fin, Qur Reconciliation with God, the lenfics 
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of ogr hearts and lives, our peace of conſcience, and the Sal” 
vation of our Souls.are the Benefirs of our Redemption bY 
Chrilt, x Cor. 2, 30, Thile ar eas a Cluſter. of Camphires 
full of divine vactue, and ſpiral fweernefle aneo belecyers» 
whe they can apply thele benefits unto themielves by 
Faich, 

In the vineyard: of Engeds, \ Enged; was the name of a place 
inthe land of 'Caxaar, the lot ot the Tribe of Judah in the 
wilderpeſle, Joſh. 15. 62. A very fruirtull Soyl, famous tor 
vineyards, and fruicfull Trees alſo firong. holds, x Sam, 23. 
29, & Ezek. 47.657, 8; 9, 10, 12. This Exged; was the place 
where the Children of Moab, andthe Children of «Ammen 
came againlt Jehojvaphar to barrel, called Hazazon-Tanar, 
which 1s Engedz, 2 Chron. 20, Iy 2) 3 144 155 I73 225 $35 24, 
This nocerth unto us the great Redemprion, Salyation, and 
Victory which the Church and every particular Saint ſhall 
gbtain by Chriſt crucityed over all their Enemies, z Cor, 15, 
57. & Rom. 7. 24, 25. & Rom. 8. 37, 38, 39. 

4 Meduetion. Chrilt will be a itrong hold, and horn of 
Salvation uaro his Churches, and his Saints, in che midft 
of their greateſt dangers, Iſai, 4. 5 6. & Pſal. 18, x, 2,3. 
Chriſt hath been with his people in {ix troubles and ip ſeven, 
he will not forſake them, Job. 5.19. For he bath ſaid, Ned will 
net leaue thee, ne no 1 will never forſake thee, Heb. 13.56. 
Five negatives are here uſed by the Spirit, co. confirm; their 
Faith, | 

Alſo by the vineyard: you may underſtand the Church 
of Chrilt, Iſai. 5.7. The vineyard of the Lord of Hoſts, us the 
heuſe of Iſrael, and the men of Jjudahbu pleaſant plant. The 
Church of the Jewes was Gods vineyard, Cant, v. 12. M 
vineyard which i mune is before me, The vineyards of Exred, 
do reſemble the Churches of Saints mm Goſpel-rimes, ( e- 
ſpecially in the dayes of the Apoliles ) for fruirfulpeſſe , 
which was the Spouſe's commendazion both Metaphorically 
avd Propherically ſung by Chriit, Cant, 4. 13 145155 16. 
Thy T lam: are an Orchard of Pomegranats mth pleaſant fruars, 
Camphire, and Spikenard, all the Tree» of Fr..nkincenſe, Myrrhe, 
and Ales, with all the cheefe Spices, Such. vineyards wr 
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the Churches in Galxtia, Aſia, and Theſſabnica; 2 Thel, r. 3. 
We are bound to thank. God alwaye: for you Brethren, a: it it meet, 
becauſe your Faith grqwerh exceedingly : and the love of every 
one of you itnrned each ther abrnadeth. | 

Theſe fruirs of the Spicic did flor from Chritt, Hol, 14.8; 
From me u thy frait found, Chrilt is the vine, Joh. 15, 1. And 
the truics of his Spirit are the Cluſters of grapes, Gal. 5. 22, 
23. And his Churches of Saints areche vineyards, Cant, 8, 
12, Andthe Sainctsare rhe orape-gatherers, Cant. 7. 1t5 12, 
- 13. Andrhe Ordinances of God are the Baskets, whereinthe 
bunches of grapes are pur by the Hnsband-man( who is God 
rhe Facher, Joh. 15.1, ) chat' the Satnts may receive them by 
the hand of Faith, Jer, 6, 9.T»rn back, thy hand as a grape- 

atherer imo the Ba kets. Go avain to Gods holy Ordinances, 
where by the hand of fairhthou mayelt receive Spiritual gitts 
and freirs from Chriſt, andenjoy abundance of tweer Com- 
munion with Chrift ; who will beas a Clufiet of Camphire 
inth2 vineyards of Enged: unto thy Soul. | 

5 Hediration, The Saints have moſt conftane ſweet 
Commnnion with Jeſus Chritt at his holy Ordinances inhis 
Charches. 1 Joh. 1.3. & Pal, 132; 135141 5.4 willabundamt- 
ly bleſſe her proviſion, and her Saints ſhall ſt oxt for joy. 

Whena grarious Sou®comes to rhe Church of God, and 
enjoyerh commumon with Chriit in his holy Ordinances, 
he is like onzin the vineyards of - Erged: gathering the het 
ripe fruirs , ſuch as his Soul defirerh : And Chriit 1s as a 
Cluſter of Camphire nneo him, full of divine {veerneſle, 
and ſpiricual bleſſings, There the S:ints have hidden Manns, 
ſincere Milk, ſpiricual bread, and living warer : meat-and 
drink which others know not of, Spiritual zoyes, peace and 
comforrs, which ftrapgers do not inrer-meddle with : Plal, 
65.4. Bleſſed «the Man, whom thou chuſeſt, and cauſeft to xp- 
proach wnto thee, that he may dwell in thy C cwrts, he fall be (a- 
tisfyed with the goodneſſe of thy houſe, even of thy holy Temple : 
To wir, the Church and Ordinmees of God. + There the 
Saints have fellowſhip with che Farther, and with his Son 
Jefus Chrilt, x Joh. x. 3. There Chrift and his Saints Sup ro- 


cerher Rev. 3,20, And hemakes thn a fealt of far things _ 
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of marrow, Tfar, 25. 6. Thar maketh rhe Sponſe ſing unto her 
well-beloved, a Song of her beloved, tonchipg his vineyard) 
Hal. 5. x, 

+ O how are the hunger-rhirſty Soules of the: poor Saints 
revived; retceth:d, comforted, 'and fariared with the Com- 
mnnicarions of the Spirit and grace of Ch: itt, in hifhoty Or- 
dinances > whenthe Lord meers them, manifefteth himſel: 
to them, ſpeakerh gracious words unto their hearts, and 
wirneſleth- his love, and fealeth-it by his Spiric in the'prg- 
miſles of the new Covenant, | 


Verl. 15, £6, 17. Behold, thou art fatr,mry lowe, 
Behold, thou art fair, thou haſt Doves eyes, 
Cc. | 


£ 


Cit and his Spoufe do in theſe verfes ren-yv the praiſes 
> one of another mere ſuccinaly than before, and wich 
grearer plaineneſle; firtt Chriſt commends her: bexury, verf, 
5: Secondly, the Spouſe praifeth- her beloved, vecf. 16. 
Thicdly, both Chritt and his Spouſe do joyntly commend 

the Churches glory, verſ. 17. | 
In ehis 15. verſz Chrilts Exlogie is amplifyed; Firſt, by ats 
Introductron, which - confilteth of rwo' parts, 17 Awword of 
Artention, and that doubled, Behold, Behold, 'not only roſa- 
tistye her doubrs,bur alſoro move admiration: 2. A Title 
of affection, my Love, Secondly, by a'rwofold Aſlertion; x, of 
the Spouſe, the Churches, and the Saints ſpirituiF Beauty, 
which 1s alſo doabled, noting” hoth the' certainty,*and the 
emnency thereof., Thou art farr,' thou art fair, '2,-of her 
Chaltity and ſprricual underſtanding ! - Thou hait- Dove: eyes, 
Beheld thou art fair, my love, Behold, thow art fair, | The 
poor Saints ( who are the precious Sons of Srox, find the 
comely Daughters of Jer»ſalem, ) do very'much/ defire to bz 
beautiful and lovely inthe eyes of Chriſty but they are apr 
0 look altogether upon their own deformiitesdehlenientss 
I 3 pollutionsy 
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pollutions, and corruptions, whereby it comes to palle, thar 

they lye under great doubtings, darknaile and deſpondencies 

intheir own Spirits, dare nor, cannot belceye that they are 

comely in the eyes of Chrilt, They ſee not the inward bzaucy 

and {piricual glory of the new man, the hidden man of che 

hearc, Now Chriit being formed in them, and ſeeing his own 
Image in their hearts, doth nor only wicneſle their ſpiritual 

beauty and hidden glory, but calleth them to Bebold, that is, 
ro C Oniider, and to look upon the truch of grace in chem- 

ſelves. 

Beheld, Behold, The word being doubled notes unto us 
thcle things, viz. 

Firſt, The Saints backwardneſſe, indiſpofition and ſlow- 
nefle of heart to beleeve, and ro be perſivaded, what Chritt 
hath done forthem, what grace he hath beitorved upon them, 
and whar ſpiricual bleſſings of the new Covenant, God bath 
bleſſed rhem with io Chrut Jeſus, 

x: Meditation, Chriſt would have his Saints to beleeve, 
what he bath done for them, what Grace he hath wrough 
in cheic hearts, and what ſpicicyal bleſſings he hath bleih 
their Souls with in heavenly things, Chriit doth ſay to every 
poor doubting Soul, as he did to the Ruler of the Synagogue, 
Mark. 5, 36, Be not afraid, or beleeve, 

Secondly, Ir is a Note of wonder and admiration , Iſa. 
7: 14+ Behold, a virgin ſball concerve and bear & Son, and ſhall call 
bu rewe Emmanuel, And io here; Pehold, thaw art fair, 11 15 ng 
lefle wondertyl that a poor linner ſhould be born of God, 
Joh. 1. 124 1 3« And become the San of God, Gal, 3, 26, And 
alſo.be.made partaker of that divine Nature, 2 Per. 1. 4. Yeay 
and be fandti 8d in-Ghrilt Ieſyus,called aA $aint, I Car, I, T5 2s 
And'waſhed trom bis fins in the blead of Chriſt, Rev. x. 5. 
and preſented toGod ip the righteouſneſle of Chrilt without 
jpor, Ephel. 5, 26, 27. 

2 Meditation, When Chrilt manifeſerh che work of Re- 
een2raionapnd Sandtification inthe hearts of his Saints, and 
callerh and cayſeth them to behold -ic by Faith, rhey cannot 

but wonder and admire the free grace of God in Chrilt Jeſus 
unto their Souls. Plal, 31.19, 21. Blefſed be the Lord my : 
at 


uy , 
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hath ſhewed me hu marvyelon +" » O how great u thy 
goodneſſe ! & Pſal, 118. 21,2223, 24» 28, { will praiſe thee, for 
abou baſt beard me, and art beconve my Salvation, This is the Lord; 
doing, it 1s marvelow in our cyer, 

When God revealeth Chriſt in any poor Soul, and by his 
Spirit ſheweth unco him rhe things char are freely given him 
ot God, ſpeaking pardon and peace unto him in a promiſe of 
free grace,wimmzthng the Fathers love, and his Sonthip by rhe 
Spiric of Adoption, Oh! how doth that poor Saint admire 
the free grace of God in Chritt, and wonder atthe love of 
God in Chritt to his Soul! What? Is ic ſo indeed > Hath 
God loved me with an everlaſting love > Is God my Father > 
Is Chritt mine > Am Iachild of God? Ineverlaſting Cove- 
nant with God > and ſhall I have eternal life > Who am I > 
Oh how vile am Iz how defiled, polluced and ſwnfullam I > 
What ! love me; pardon my fins, make me an heir of grace, 

give me a langdome ; O inhnice loving kindnefle | Oh admi- 
rable free grace ! Ohthe height, and depth, and lengrh, and 
breadrh, ot the love of Godin Chrilt, ro poor loſt periſhing 
&nners ! | 
. My laws Chriſt calleth his Spouſe his love : Firſt,becauſe 
ſhe is the tubzeR of his love ; his love is ſertled upon her: 
Chrults love and delight from all eternicy was in the Father, 
and che Fathers love and delight was from everlaſting ip Je- 
ſus Chrcilt his Son, bur it did not reſt there.Pro,'$.-124-23, 
30,31. 1 was fer up from everlaftizg,and I was'daily his delighe, 
rejoycingalways before him, Rejogcing in the habitable pare 
ot has earth, and my delights were with the Sons of mev./ Fos 
Chritt feateth his love upon his $:0n, bis Churches, and ipche 
hearrs of his Saints, Pal. 87, 2, 3, 7. & 132. 13», 14415. and 
Jobs 14. 21. Ld he that [rvuetb me, ſhall be loyed of my Faiher, 
md Z will love him; and will manifeſt my ſelf unte buy. , _. 
Seeowdly, Chriſt calleth her his love, becauſe ſhe is the Ob- 
X& of his lovezhis love is catamunicar ed ro her, & his beaus 
dhighr and deſice is upto his Spouſe;his Churches, his Saines, 
Cant. 7.10. / am my beloveds, and bi; deſire 11 tanardeyye. 
The greateſt our-goings of rhe heart of Chriſt ts tawares his 
Nuts, Jer. 31, 3» 29. The Saints hearts azethe a 
O 
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Chriſts love ; Though Chrut loverh all men; as he didthac 
young Man , Mark, 10, 21, Yet he loveth his Spouſe; th; 
<Chuzches, his Saints with a peculiar love, Joh. 15. 9. 16, #; 
the Father hath leved me, ſo have 1 loved you, continue ye in wm 
love :-O what mater of love is this ! 1 Joh. 3. 142.Nolove like 
Chritts;and-rhe-Fathers love inChrut. Joh. x7. 23, 26, 

3 Meditation, The Saints are both the Subjzs and th: 
Objects of the heart-loves of the Lord Jetus Chritt, 

Fic(t, Chritt beltowes his love upon them, which he ma- 
niteted, 1, in giving” himſelt for them, Gal. 2,20, 2.in 
wirawing, them to 'hunſelt, Jer. 31.3. 3.11 waſhing away 
their fins in his own blood, Kev. 1. 5, 4-11 Sanctifying them 
by his holy Spiric, 2 Theſl, 2.15, 5.10 preſerving them in 
humſeltJudes 1. And 6. in ſaving them by grace, kphel, 2.8, 
and ſcalingthem unto the. day ot Redemprion. Epheſ; 4.30, 

Secondly, when Chriſt hath made h1s/ Saints lovely, he 
looks upon his own Image in them, and loves them,- becauſe 
he (ees his own Spiritual gitts and graces 1D their hearts, 
wherewith Chrilt 1s raviſhed, Cant. 4. 9. Betore we be aRu- 
ally his, he loved us with a love of good will; as beholding usin 
his Fathers choyce, and ivento himſelt in Eledtion, Jer, 
31. 3. and rheretore gave' huv4-<lt tor us, Ephel; 57 2. And 
when we lay in our blood, our time was the time of love, and 
Chriſt tooke us out of our blood,and ſpread his skirtoverus 
( put his Righteovſnefle upon us ) and entered into Covenant 
wath us; and we became his, Ezek, 16.6, 8. to24." \ .: "0 
+ But when Chritt hatty called, juitifyed, and ſanQifyed his 
elected ones, made them parrakers ot his divine Nature's 
giveii them has holy Spirir:changed ch2mantohis own Image 
ed planted the ſeeds of bis grace intheir hearrs,& they b:gim 
cobad, (grow and bring forth the ſpiricual-brvics of -Banh , 
Tove, humiticyz -zeal, patience, meekneſle, and ſelf-denyal 
1 thew lives- and converſations, to the praife ofthe gloryot 
has free-grace-then Chiilt loverh chem, wirh.a 4ove ot mer 
amimate fiiencſhip; Then he loves them as a Father, yea 
with chedſame love that the: Father loved him, \Joh: 15.9510! 
LShen be toverh chem as a Husband, Iſai, 54. 546 7-8 11; 12) 
13/4471 Wits a xonjrgal Martiage-Jove, his boſone-heac 
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love. They Chriſt dwels intheur hears, the fecters of 
hs Soul wncorthems andiſheddech his love intheir 
hears by ms -haly-Sparit, which he hach giver chamy {1-5 

Thou art fair, on — J _ gemination:nererh fir, 
the ceotauncy3.apd{econdly, rhe emunency: of the: 's, 
the Churches, . and rhe 'Sarncs Spyrirnal beaury, Eten 
glory. © The word | 7As ]6gniterh far.or beautifuly nor 
only in colour, bur 1n camely ions and pares, fuch as 
engagech affettion, and-c love ang: complacency; 
Cant. 4. 7. & 7. 6. How fair, and how pleaſant art thou, O love, 
for delights, - As if Chritt warmed words ts *exprefit (rhe 
Spouſe's beanty and comelineſſe; as one raviſhed wich bec 
lore, he breaks forth incvo aqmiration, How fair, and bow 

afanr 3 &'o, Thus Chritt gers into the heams of his poor 

incs, & doch win uponthem, and gaizs cheiraffeRtions (ere 
they bs aware, Canr. 6. 13. ) by his iweorinfingbcions. ' 

Alſo the doubling of the word holdech forth þork vaviery 
of beaury, and perfection of beauty ; Ay Pract; Peace, is per- 
feft peacesI(ai. 36. 3. So faryfair,nocer hb perfeft beaury,Þfil. 

0.2. Ablo ir denoteth eminent begury and comntineſle ; As 
high, high, is very highs and fam, fa; 19 very low, {þ- fi, 
far, is vety far, orexceeding beaxifnt, Erek, 16; 13; 14. 
Thes was exceeding Boautefal, $4,374 34 vir SAC 

4 Meditation, The Churches and Saints of God, dy on- 
cel in ſpirirual beauty; apdgrematt fair and4088)y intheve- 
coupr of Chpild, Plat. x6. 3. —_— NE 

" The Church of the Jens wasbeautitul, falr; anoomely 
in the dayes of Hexekiab, 2 Chion,29.3, to 38. 836, 1.0 
FR, 17.4: 31. 2.00 21, The Churches of : Beleovers were 
beaucreful and glorious in the dayas of the ApoRles;' rms” 
$1. 2 Thef. 1; 3, And every Santis fair and ovwely yi 
&ayes of irs firſt efpouſaly, Jet,/2.'2,. 3; awd Bret, 16: v3; T5. 
Chcift beholdeth his people as covered with rhe robe 
Righteouſnefle, and cloarbedt with ' rhe' garments of his 
Sabvarion, and made all. plotious wichin. ' Ugic, 61. 26, and 
Pal. 45. 23. Thou any al fair, my tant, there i 60. Byu# ini this, 
Canc. 4. 7. & Ephef, y/a9/ / 7 CM a 
Flt Cheiſt 15 the Churches beaury, as he is the gy 
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che Church, and che Saviour of the body. Ephef. 5. 23, And 
ming I re ers 4 waa nb op 
» Hai. 28, 5. For is che wildome, ightcoulneſſe, 
ton, and:Redemprion, Cor. 1. 30, + 
Secondly, The Churches and Saims are beautiful in re- 
ſpe& of all choſe ſpiritual gifts and graces, which Chrilt hach 
endowed them withall,Joh.1.16, & Epheſ. 4.7. And in this 
reſpeR;,che Spouſes Hu and Bridegroom;the Lord Jeſus 
Chcilt her King doth. greatly defire her Beauty , Plal. 
45o\L3oa: ht v:t. 1 \ kn 4 | 
Thirdly, The Churches and Saints are beautiful and come- 
ly, in ceſpe& of all the holy Ordinances ot God, and admini- 
{trations of Chriſt, which they do, or may enjoy, x Cor. 11, 
22; & Pſal.48-r 2. 878. 33 5> 6, 7. All my fprings are in 
thee, There aw divectciet of gilts, bur theſame Spirit, And 
there are differences of Adminiſtrations, bne the tame Lord, 
1 Cor, I2, 415 65 To 
Thou ha#t Deves eyes ] By eyes you may underſtand, firſt, 
Spiritual knowlege, and divine Iilumination, called the 
eyes of our underitanding, Ephel. 1. 18. Enlightened with 
the Spirit of wiſdomeand revelation in the knowlege of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, and renewed in the Spicic of our mind by putring 
onthe new Man, Ephe. 4. 23, 24+ Secondly, By eye: you 
may alſo underſtand, the Miniſters of Chriſt in his Charches, 
who: were called Seers, 1 Sam. 9.'9. & 2 King. 17. 13. And 
Eyes, 1 Cor. 12. 16) 1721; 27, 28. & Rev. 4. 6,8, - And 
thereforeare ſaid ro be the Saines Guides, Heb. 13.717. 
Falſe Miniſters are called blind guides, Mar. 23. 16324.. - 
Dovesare fearful, peaceable, innocent Creatures, Mar. 16, 
x6; which doe fly ro the clifrs, or holes of che Rock for 
ſafery, Jer. 48. 28. God compares his mourning Saints to 
TR 1Þ-the valleics, Iſai. vp rm oy under 
ir captivities, bonda com 
unto Doves, whoſe wi -p- covered with filver, and heir 
feathers with yellow gold, Pal. 68. 13. So here Chriſt comm» 
peters bis Churches & $aincs with reſpe& unto the ſpiritual 
ight and underſtanding which they and their Teachers 
have;and ſhall receive from the unfaon of his holy Spiric 
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unto Deves egyer, 'Canc, 4. 11, Behold tho avt fair my love, be- 
hold they art far, thox haſ> Doves eyes, ora nn 

5 CHMedration, The ſpiritual underſtanding and experi- 
mental knowlege, which the Minifters and Saints have in 
Mytteries of God and Godlinefle; accompanyed with a 'chaft, 
holy, and harmileffe converſagion ( as becomes the Goſpel) 
renders S:9» tobe very beautiful. Fairh can ſee far inco rhe 
mylteries of Chriſtzthe Eye of- faith can ſee him thar is invi- 
fible,Heb. 1 x. 27. And behold things nor ſeen, Heb. 11, 1. 

Firlt, The ſpiricual anderftanding and expertmental know- 
lege which che Miniſters and Saints in the Churches of Chriſt 
hare in the Myſteries of God and godlineſſe, doth render 
Sion to be very beautiful. This was a part of the Churches 
glory and beauty, inthe days of che: Apoſtles, Epheſ. 2. 3, 
4+ 556. Col. 2, 2 3. And ir chal, ly and harmleſle 
Ccnverſacion was another part of the Churches digniry and 
comlineſſe, 2 Tim. 3. 10, 11, & Phil, 1.27. & 2. 15. 

Secondly, Spirirual light will be the glory of $:9»; of the 
Church, and Saints, when God ſhall- reſtore Jer#ſalem, Iſai. 
6025 25253 19, 20, The Lard ſhall a-iſe upon 1 ad bis loty 


ght, aud thy God thy glory, And their holineſſe and purit 

alſobe Sos glory in chat day Iſai; 60/7 5;17,20522525. 
Then ſaith the Lora, 1 will make thy Officers peace and thine Ex- 
alters 11 ſſe; rhy people alſo- ſpall be all righteons;, -and 1 
will make thee an eternal excillency 5 Trhe Lord will baſttn "1 


Verl. 16... Bebold, thou art foir, my beloued, 
yea pleaſant,” alſo our bed is green.” EN 


He Spouſe doth return praiſe unto Chriſt her, beloyed, 

expteſſing his bes ty; wh ihe ſexpeririogrk 4, 
of admirition, Beheld, 2, by a Title of afteRtion,. 24y 3 
3. by an aſſertion of his gxcellenc beauty, Thox art fair, 4. by 
an addicion to his praiſe,zea pleaſant, And 5, by the bleſſivg of 
K 2 Ty 
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cheir mutual marriage Communion, Als owr bed « green. 

Behold.thou art fair, my beloved) Asit ſhe ſhould tay, my 
beloved Lord Jeſus Chrilt ; I have in obegience unto thy 
command, conſidered of chat Spiritual beauty and comlines, 
which I received from thee, and do admire thas beaucy i 
ics fountain, even thy ſelf. my beloved, for thou are fair, and 
whatſoever beauty L have, L have it from chee, and trom thy 
fulneſle have we all received grace for grace. 

1. Mediation, Chiilt is molt beauritul in bimfelt, and 
che fountain of all che. ſpiritual beaury jn.the Churches and 
Saiumcs. Cam. 5, 94.1.0, 16. 

Chriſt is. { itul in himſelf, if condered, 1. In che form 
of a Servant, Phil. 2,7, Iſai.42.1, Behold my Strvant,in whom my 
Soul delig beth, Way, 49..6.,1t « 4 light thing, that chow ſhowldefi 
be my Seryant, to raiſe up the Tribes of /Jaceb, and to teftore the 
—_— of J{rasl : I'mll ſe give thee for-a light to the Gemriles, 
that thou mayeſt be my Salveion unts the end; of the earth. It the 
feet of che Meſſengers ( who bring glad ridings of Salvatton 
to che gars af, pogi, Joſt and perilhung Sinners; 10, x53) 

utatul ;.. How beaurifoh is'Ghnet atnoes 7 who pu» 


ace heal contiirathe ai foci afoddety Deny. 
2J» NEAT tae Image. g..tae. d | 4: 15:4. bs 
= De Saints do behold the light of the glory: 
God, 2 Cor. 4.6. And in beholdingare changed into the 
ſame Image from-glory—rogtory,crendby the Sptrir-ofrhe 
rd..,2 Cor. 3.18, B who ne Fg et 
29, and (eveive theSpiric | me 
Gal. 3. 26 4-4+6. Wikereby-they canigallGou their Faber, 
Rom.8.15.16. Nadky rhat Spirit of Adoption & Sbnſhip all 
the Szints have acceſle rhrough him unto the Father. E 
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Tod Phil, 2. 6. The ightneffe of tfg glory, Heb, x. 3.7 
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Appearence of the likeneſs of the Glory of God, Ezek, x. 
26428, The full knowledye of Godin Chtittis coo wonderful 
and high to be attained by Belcevers, whilett they are ip this 
corruptible. (tare, and tabernacle of clay,:Job 11. 47,8, & 
3 Tim. 6.16, He dwelteth tents on gen, 4m 
weto;whom no man bath ſees nor can ſee, Yer Chriff is that living 
Word of God;wherebyGod ſpeaks forth himſelf,and the riches, 
yea and fulneſs of his grace and glory, in fuch a meaſure, and 
ſach wayes and means as the Creature is made Capable te 
receive the diſcovery chereaf, .2 Cor. 4. 6: For God who com 
Warnded the lig ht to ſhine out of darkneſs, hath ſbmtd in onr heavts, 
tu give u the lig ht of the knowledge of the glory of God, in the face 
of Joſws Chriſt, And when the Saints are in the vifions of the 
glory of God, and ſees by faith that inviſible glory ih the 
tace of Jeſns Chriſt, they can experience- this adiviirable 
tranſcendent beamy of Chriſt,which the Spouſe here fps of, 
and ſay «Amen tO it,T how art fair my Beloved, =_ 
Chrilt is the fountain of all che ſpiricual beauty it the 
Churches, and in every Saint : Ir 1s he that decketh his 
tis Churches and his Saitns with ſpiritual orna- 
mevrs6f grace, Ezek, 16, 11, 12, cloathy her withthe'gar- 
menrs of Salvacion, and covers her with the robe of righ- 
teonſneſs, 117766; ro, Chrift beantifierh His Seinrs with the 
frs and fruits of. his holy Spirit; atd adornieth rhiem wick 
ith, lore,patience,2e,meekneſs.humiliry and felf-deriiat; 
Thes they are beautiful through ChrilseorAlineſs which 
he pucs upon thermEzek.16.1 3314.70 Ton 5 $rver graces 
according to the meaſurt of thi gift of Chriſt, Epi, 3-7: & Job, 
£16. Anil from hrs fulnefs have 'we all received, nd gr 668 for 
«ee, ' Fhus the Spouſe gives the praiſe of 'the FAKE! of 
6d int her unto Chritt, from whom ſhe received'it; ««ortif- 
ritig and commending his beauty and char' with"lively-tnd 
ſpirchalaffe&ion-unto himſelf, -- WD LL 
My biteved\ Somerhing hath been ſpoken bes rs 
the Charches, and the Siints! affeRtions ufito the 
T\ 134 & 14 verſes, The fyter gradatromim hetariee® of 
exprefion, noterh the ardency of her affeHtiow- winro'Chtih, 
Whom the Sponſe ftileth; My briowed v.14. My wel-beloved, 
K 3 - V.13; 
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v.13, O thou whons my Soul leveth! v.75, Chit was the ſole 
objeR of her Souls love in the day of her Eſpouſals, whereof 
Chrilt keeps a divipe record,” bearing rhe remem rance of 
theic kindn-(s and cordial loves in his heart, Jer. 2. 2. Thu 
ſaiththe Lard, 1 remember thie, the kindneſs of thy youth, the 
love of thine eſpexſals. And doth the Spouſe cool in her ſpiritual 
afte&ions unto Chrilt, or fall off, and lexve her firtt love 3 
Nay, ſhe is conſtant in her love to Chriſt, as appears by this 
comin ued- Epichre, My beloved, Which words expreſs, 
1 Her Propriery in Chritt, | 2. Her Aﬀe&tion to Chrilt | the 
ward Beloved ( being an Adjective, mult have a Subſtantive 
ſupplyed) andimplyes}] 3 Her Relarion unto Chrilt, who 
is her Beloved friend, Cant, 5.16, Father,z Cor, 6.18, and 
Hmband, 2 Cor, 11. 2. 
2 - Meditation, Gracious Souls are greatly in love wich the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and being eſpouſed unto him, they own a 
ropriety in him, have near and dear relation to him, and 
e isthe onely objeR of all their ſpicicual affeRi ons, 
-. Love is ſuch a boundleſs affeRion, that when ic is once 
fixed upon a ſuicable or defwable obzeR; it knows no meaſure 
vorno end of its longing and thirkting defires to enjoy its 
Beloved: It was ſo with David's Soul, Pal, 73. 25. #how 
bave I in heaven but thee, and theve 1s none upon earib that 1 deſire 
beſides thee, . And thus it was with the Spouſe, ,Canc, 2,5, 
Stay mie with flagone, comfort me with apples, for I ans ſickof lave., 
Oh bow highly doe gracious Souk efteem Chriſt > Phil, 3. 
7» $:9.. How doe they love him > Cant. 5.8, and prize him? 
3 Pet,.2. 7, They love his preſence, lovg tor his appearance, 


mosn-after him, rejoyce in him, and delight 10 his Joe, 


Eſponuſed Souls challenge a Propriery in Chrilt, . Cant, 6, 3, 
M; 3s mune.. Joh. 20.28. My Lord, and my God, Phil. 
3+$.- Chrift, Jeſws-my Lord, Lam. 3. 24. The Lord u my por- 
tion, ſaith my Soul, It's the property of Faith ro qwp a Pro- 
priety-inChrift,,. Faich ſaith, All chac Chrilt is,and all that 
Chrifthath, that he is to me, and that he hath for me, Gal, 
2,29, Whole Chrilt is mine, my Righteouſneſs, my Sangtt- 
fication, my Redemprion, x Cor, 3, 30. and my Atlin Ah, 
Cal; 3,41, Ad his. propriety of Relation dorh _ 
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+ 1 
ingly engage the $ affeRion to love Chriſt, to admire 
owt ate hrilt ber Beloved, 

Tea pleaſant) This CO ee oor, cagenedt- 
tion ot praiſe, which the Spoule gives uno her Beloved, 
Lord Jefus/Chrilt. The word (EI'pa -, gee pleaſant, 

able, delightful, beams «/ > And ſo is Chritt, he is altogether 
lovely, Cans. 5. 16+ deſirable, nong like Chriſt, none (0 
amiable as Chrilt, Canc. 5. 10. 

3 Meditation, The Saints take delight and pleaſure in 
hec Covenant-union and Marriage-communion with Jeſus 
Chriſt cheir ſpiricuval Husband, Plal. 94. 19. 7x the multitude 
of my thoug hts wuhin me thy comfor. s delight my ſoul. 

The Saints do delight chemiclves in the Lord, the mefſen- 
oer of the Covenant, Mal. 3. 2. Andought trodoe ſo, Pal. 
37. 4+ They delight in bu commandemems, Pal, 119. 35, 47. 
O how pleaſant 1s Chriſt for delights > Look what pleaſure 
men and women find in earthly things, and Creatnre-con- 
cenements, and whar delight they rake in the empty, fading 
vanities, honours, riches, and glories ef this world; the 
like, and far greater pleaſure and delight doe the poor Sainws 
intheir meaſure, take in Chriſt,and the things of Chriſt; Pf, 
119. 14. 1 have rejoyced mtheway of thy teſtimonies as nenth as 
wall riches. ; 

'No Friend like Chriſt, no Father like Chriſt, no Husband 
like Chriſt,co a gracious Soul. My beloved it the - of re 
thenſavd, Cant. 5. 10, .Whar love 1s like Chrifts> x 2 


What worldly riches is to be compared withthe | 

voſearchable riches of Chriſt > Eph. 3. 8. What are carthly 

apcics unto the glorious liberties & dignicies of the Sons 
God> How are the hearts of beleeversraviſhed with rhe 

loves of Chriftt z How.exceedingly are the Sainrs deli 

with beholding of rhe glory of in theface of Chrift > 


care not who frown, ſo Chriſt ſmile, ſothey doe bur 
liven the light of his countenance, and have the communi- 
cations of h1s Spirit and grace in his holy Ocdinances, and in 
aher diſpenſations of God rawards them, 
; Our bed green \ By Bed you ate to underſtand, Firſt, the 
Ordinances of God, wherein Chriſt and his Saints enjo 
muua 
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Mirnal Marriage-communion together. Ow bed, that is ts 
ſay, our Marriage-communion together, whith is mutually 
enjoyed in the holy Ordinances of God, wherein Chrit and 
his Spouſe, his Chacches, his Sainrs do ſup-regether,” Rev; 41 
20,-In which refpeRs the Church of God 1s called his Houls! 
x Tim, 3. 15, Andrhe Ordinances of God being rthe-means 
of Grace wherein Chriſt and his Saints have ſpiritual com- 
munion together.cthey are ficly reſembled by a Bed; for Souls 
are converted in Zion by rhoſe means of grace, Plal. 89, 2,5, 
6. Andof Zian it ſhall be faid , This and that man was born in 
h:r 


Secondly, by Bedyou may underftand alſo the Hearts of 
beleevers eſpouſed to Jeſus Chriftt, The Churches of God 
are his Garden, and the Saints are his beds of ſpices. Cane, 


2. My beloved is gone down into the yarden, to the bed; of 


6. 
ſpices, ta feed wthe gardens,aud fo gather Lillies, Theſe beds of 
Spices are the Breatts of his Saints, where Chriſt liech all 
night, Cant, 1, 13, called Solomon's Bed, watched and guar: 
ded with the Weapone of our ſpiritual warfare , becauſe of 
the fear ip the night. Cant. 3. 7,8. eA Sedof Love, Exel, 
23+ 17+ 
"This adjunR | grees] fignifierh rhe flowiſhing and fruicful 
condition of the Churches and Saints, who are like a grees 
Qhve-ree inthe Houſe of God, Pal, 52.8. & 92.1241 3,14. 
T be rightgons. ſhall flauryh like the Palm-tvee thaſe that be x (7 
1 the Hauſe of the Lord ſhalt flouri jn the Courts of our God jhoy 
ſhall be fat and flow;hing. —_ | 
4 Meartetion, The cqmrerſing with Jeſns Chriſt in his holy 

Ordinances, makerh a fpripg of graces, comforts, rign- 
as» and all other Tpyritual fruus _— the hearrs of _—_ 
Epb..4-35. 2 Thel, 1. 3. Tour farh growth exccedingly, 
Col, 2,19. iacreaſeth with the pling: ef God, $7 

-This ſpiritugl dews, ſhowers, and ſhinings of Chriſt ypos 
the beds of ſpices, the hearrs of his Sainrs, in their ſpirtcual 
communion with him ip his holy Ordinances, makerh chem 
grow As the Lilly: and as rhe Vine, Hol. I'4. T5 6z Tz 8. Iwll 

£ as the dew wite Trac), axd Ephraim foal ſay, # aw like a grees 
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All the Saints greenneſsand fruirfulneſs ſpringsfrom their 
upion avd communion with Jeſus Chriſt, he givech more 
grace,Jam. 4. 6, Thus Zioncomerh ro have many Converts, 
Pal, 87. 24 5» 6. Called, the preciows Sons of Zion, and the 
comely danghtersof Jeruſalem, begotten by-the ward of truth, 
Jam. 2. 18, and born again of the incorrwptible ſeed of the Spi- 
rity 1 Per, 1. 23. Andevery Sonand Daughrer of Zim doc 
bereby grow in grace, andare made fruitful in faich; love, 
patience, meekneſſe, humility, zeal and ſelf-denial ; inborh 
which reſpects che Spouſe ſings, Owr bedi« green, Zion is 
not like a deſolate Widow, or like a barren woman, but 
like a married . woman, whoſe Maker is her Husband, by 
whom {he hath many children, and much Tpiritual fruir , 
Ifa. 54.132, 55 13+ 


”——— 


Verſ. 17. Fhe Beams of our Houſe are Cedar, 
angpger Rafters of Firre. 


8 this Verſe is commended the Houſe wherein Chriſt and 
his Spouſe cohabited, and enjoyed that Marriave-commu- 
Non together, which ſhe ſang of, ſaying, Our bed is green, 
Which Houſe is deſcribed by ſome principal materials 
thereof, to wit, the Beamr, which are Cedar; and the Rafters, 
which are of Firre, This Houſe ( in the lerter of this Scri- 
pture) was the Temple in Jerzſalem, which Joſiah King 
of Judah repaired, and wherein he and all the Elders of 
Tadah and Jerign/em the Pricits and the Levites, andall the 
people great and ſmall, made a Covenant before the Lord,to 
ſerve, even to ſerve the Lord their God ,2 Chron, 34. $; 10, 

299311 33» 33» | 
The Beams of our Howſe are Cedar | By Houſe you are to 
underſtand the. Houſe: of God, which is the Charch of the 
lrving God, 1 Tim. 3.14415. to wit, the Temple at Jera- 
ſalem, called the Houſe of the Lord, Dan. 5, 3; and all the 
Synagogues of the Jews,called the Houſes of God,Pſ.83.15. 
L Allo 
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Alſo the general Aſſembly and Church of the firlt-born | 


written in heaven, called Zzon, Heb. 12. 22, 23. And thoſe 
particular Aſſemblies of beleevers, gathered inthe Order of 
rhe Goſpel, called the Churches at Saincs, 1 Cor. 14. 33, 
The text 1s | 1mna MNp |] The Beams of owr Howſes, that 1s 
ro ſay, the Churches of God (inthe Propherical mylterie 
of this Scripture)gathered by the Apoltles in Goſpel-order, 
which were che Houſes of God, called here Owr houſe | by 
a Sywecdoche } the: Singular number pur for the Plucal, Owr 
Howſe tor Our Houſe:. 

x CMeatation, Every true conlitured vivible Church is 
the Houſe of God. 1 Tim. 3. 143 15. That thou mayeſt know 
how chow ong hteſt to beh.ve thy ſelf in the Houſe of God, which 
1s the Church of the living God. 

The Church of God 1s Meraphorically called an Houſe, 
and may fitly be compared unto an Houſe in theſe refems 
blances, viz. 1. The Foundation. 2, The Materials, of 
Stconesand Timber. And 3. the Framing joyningand buit- 
ding together ofchoſe Mateciils uponthe foundation, which 
maketh chem an Houſe. But rhe i a great myſterie.for 1 ſpeak. 
of Chriſt and bs Church, Ephel. 5. 32. which is a ſpiritual 
Houſe, 1 Pet. 2. 4» 5» 6. 

L., The onely (ure Foundation of this ſpicitual Houſe is 

the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, x Coc, 3. 10, 1x, which is laid by the 
Miniſters of God (who are the wiſe Maſter-builders) in the 
botrome of rhe hearts of beleevers, as the chief Corner- 
ſtone, Eph. 2. 19, 20. 
. 2, Theſpicirual Materials of this ſpiricnal Houſe are Be- 
leevers, ſanRified in Chrilt Jefus, called Saints, 1 Cor, 1. 2, 
who are hving Stones,1 Per. 2. 5. and Trees of righteouſ- 
neſs, Iſh, 61.3. liying trees, bringing forth new fruit, Ezek, 
AT. 1 12; hew'd and ſquared by the able Miniſters of the 
New Teltament, 1 Cor. 3.9; 10. and therefore called the 
Churches of $aivrs, 1 Cor. 14. 33. 

3.. The Myſlical Form of this ſpiricual Houſe is the fra- 
mins, fitting+ Jayning, compacting,and building rogerher of 
theſs living avd4piritual materials ( wiz. Beleevers) upob 

the Fondation of the Apoltles and Prophets, Jeſus —_ 
e11/ who 
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( who himſelf 4s the chi.f corner ftons) by the Spiric of 
Faich, Eph. 2. 19, 20; 21, 22. & 4. 12, 133 155 16. and oe 
to another, by the Spirir of Love, Col.2.2, 19, which is the 
work of the Miniitery of Chriſt,who ace labourers rogerher 
with God and workervFrogether wich bimy'z Cor.3, 52 6,99 
10,11, Z Cor. 6.1.' Eph; 2.19, 20,21 32, & 4. 11,125 
13,15; 16. ; 

This Houſe 1s here commended by rwo adjundts added as 
the moli needtul and uſeful parrs of this ſpiricual building, 
to Wit, Beams and Rafters, which are put in cheir -proper 
places ; either in the Conſtitution of che Church, or inthe 
Reformation thereof, The Beams of the Houſe are the 
main timber thereof, which ſupporterth and beareth up 
the-Roof, theſe were of Cedar, 1 King.6. 36, By theſe 
Cedar Beams you may underſtand che Minitters or Elders of 
the Churches of God, who ſeem co: be Pillars, Gal. 2. 9, 
hotding rhe mylterie of Faich in a pure Conſcience, 1 Tim, 
3.1) 9. being ttrong in grace to bear npthem that are weak, 
Rom. 15.1. i:rengthening the weak hands and feeble hearts 
of the poor,doubting, tempred and afflited members of the 
Church of God, Heb. 12. 1213. . 

And the Rafter: of firre| or Galleries of firre, Thoſe Fir- 
trees are Beleezvers, eminent in {piritual gifts, graces, and 
experiences; wich whom Chritt delighreth ro walk and talk 
in his holy Ordinances, ( as Kings and great perſons doe in 
their Galleries with their Wives, Friends and Favourites ) 
Cant, 7. ve The King 1s beld is the Galleries, delighred with 
the Saints ſpiritual beauty and inward glory, Pſal.45.10, 11. 
which Chritt greatly defireth, Canr. 7. To; 

2 Mediation, Able Miniſters, who are ſound in the 
faich, and experienced Beleevers, whoare eminent in Spiri- 
tual gifrs and graces, are needful both tor uſe and ornament 
inthe Churches of Chritt, 


2 The able Minititers of the new Covenant were uſeful in 


the Contticucion of the Churchers, 1 Cor. 3, 5,6, 9. 10,11, 


| $0 may were inthe Edification, .Tirus 1. 5. & Reformati- 


on, 1 Cor. 11.17, .20 23 25. of the Churches, And Chriſt 
gave the Miniſtery of che Goſpel for both theſe purpoſes. 
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